GLOBAL CULTURES





ANTH 2322.002
Syllabus and Course Outline

Instructor:  Suzanne Baldon




LET’S EXPLORE THE WORLD!!!
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Fall 2007






Office: University Hall 430

Class:  MW 5:30-6:50 p.m.
Office Hours:  M-F, 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m.

Room 009UH






Phone: 
817-272-2661 (day)

Dept. Website:  http://www.uta.edu/anthropology/ 



972-291-7973 (night)

Personal Website:  http://www.baldonart.com/


Email:
sbaldon@uta.edu
Texts:  
Seeing Anthropology:  Cultural Anthropology through Film, 4th ed., by Karl Heider (required)
A Primates Memoir by Robert Sapolsky (required)
Watch and Pray: A Portrait of Fante Village Life in Transition by Nancy Lundgren (required)
Thinking Anthropologically: A Practical Guide for Students by Salzman and Rice (recommended)
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES:

Anthropology is the holistic study of humankind from the beginning of time until the present, with projections of possibilities into the future.   In this course, we will introduce students to the basic concepts, theories and methods of cultural anthropology, the study of the cultures of peoples.  We will discuss the themes of cultural adaptation and human diversity.  Topics include cultural meanings and values, social structure, culture change, language, art, psychology, medicine, politics, economy, law, education, religion, gender, and kinship. We will examine the meaning of “culture” and its role in contemporary life across the globe.  We will demonstrate our critical thinking skills, our application of anthropological perspectives, our relevance to our environment, and how our understanding of other people in this world can affect our relationships with each other.   We will watch and discuss videos every day as a means of visiting with various people and cultures in diverse times and locations.  We may use the movie suggested by our textbook for that chapter or me may use an alternative movie of the instructor’s choice.
Fulfills social/cultural studies requirement and should be a lot of fun!!!

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1.  Attendance:  Be in class and be on time!  Absences will jeopardize your successful completion of course objectives and requirements.  If you must be absent, contact your instructor with your excuse as soon as possible.  It is the student's responsibility to get missed notes from your study buddies, complete missed assignments and to arrange with the instructor to make-up any missed videos and work.  You should ask the names, phone numbers and email addresses of classmates to establish a “study-buddy” network for notes, observations and teamwork.

The instructor will not drop you from the class for lack of attendance, so if you intend to drop, you must follow university procedures and deadlines to avoid failing the course.  The last day to drop this class will be on November 2.
2.  Participation:  All students are expected to participate in daily class discussions of our readings and the headlines you find and in the class assignments and activities.  We expect your experiential input and observations to enhance the class culture.  You may not agree with every topic we discuss in class, but the fact that there are people in the world with you who believe it makes it an important topic for you to study.  We will observe that “things are not always as they seem” and “when people believe that something is real, then it's real in its consequences” (to paraphrase Thomas Theorem).   People are entrancing; you should never be bored when you have people to watch!
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Before class each evening, you should complete the readings and think about how the topics do or do not apply to your life and the lives of people you know.  During our class time, we will have lectures and discussions, get copies of additional 
articles, watch videos, do group projects and oral presentations, and receive individual assignments.  Each activity should help you to focus your efforts in using the course materials and give you a chance to practice anthropology every day.  At the end of the semester, all your completed assignments will be due as a portfolio of what you’ve done during the semester.  Keep up as we go along and the portfolio should be easy to accomplish.  Portfolio is due on Dec. 10.
3.  Grades:   There will be two book discussions in class over The Primates Memoir and Watch and Pray, each of which will count as an exam, and a comprehensive final exam; each will be worth 25% of your final grade for a total of 75%.  The final exam may include information covered in lectures, discussions, assignments, Seeing Anthropology and the chapters’ video segments, articles that you find or that I may give you or put on reserve at the library, movies, and websites; format will be decided by the instructor and may be a written essay and/or an oral presentation, depending on class size.  It will be open-note and open-book, as I’m interested in measuring what practical use you can make of your learning processes in the course, rather than in testing your short-term memory.

In your portfolio, you will report on your completion of individual assignments, as well as participation in activities with the class.  The portfolio will be worth a total of 20% of your final grade and will be turned in with your final exam.  The only way you can earn a low grade on your portfolio is by not participating and not completing and turning in the work.  You may use any format, including any of the various ways of making paper presentations, or CD, or DVD, audio, visual, and/or tactile. Creativity, content, and your learning process will all be considered.  The remaining 5% of your final grade will be based on your attendance, including your correct timeliness in arriving and departing the classroom each evening.  
If I decide it is necessary to curve the grade distribution, I will do this at the end of the course, after all the exams have been taken and student performances evaluated.  Your grade will never be lowered by curving.

Letter Grade Equivalents: 
A = 90 to 100%





B = 80 to 89%





C = 70 to 79%





D = 60 to 69%





F = 0 to 59%

4.  Policy:  Students are expected to conform to the university's policy on academic honesty.  The policy is clearly stated in the catalog.    If you require an accommodation based on a disability, please inform me as soon as possible!  The Adaptive Resource Center is located in UH 101.   Office for Students with Disabilities website is http://www.uta.edu/disability/.  Student support services are available through the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107.  If you bring pagers or cell phones to class, please put their alerts on inaudible settings or the entire class may get up and dance to your musical ring tones.  

The instructor reserves the right to make necessary changes to this document and our schedule with appropriate notice given to the students.  
COURSE OUTLINE:

Date


Topic





Text Readings for Next Meeting 

Aug. 27
Mon.

Receive Syllabus
and Course


Start reading The Primates Memoir.
Information. Begin your Readings.
Read Chapt 1 of Seeing Anthropology.



Receive study guide for Primates Memoir.

Start looking for “headlines,” e.g., p. 2.
Aug. 29
Wed.

The Study of Human Diversity 


Read Chapt 1 & 2 of Seeing Anthropology.














Sept. 3  Mon.

Labor Day Holiday



Enjoy your day off!!!
Sept. 5  Wed.

What is Anthropology?  
Student Interviews.
Read Chapt 2 of Seeing Anthropology.
The Study of Human Diversity/ Understanding Culture
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Sept. 10
Mon.

Understanding Culture



Read Chapt 3 of Seeing Anthropology.
Sept. 12  Wed.

Understanding Culture/Doing Anthropology:
Read Chapt 3 of Seeing Anthropology.
Fieldwork and Theories



Continue reading The Primates Memoir.
(Sept. 12)

(Census Date)





Sept. 17
Mon.

Doing Anthropology: Fieldwork and Theories
Read Chapt 4 of Seeing Anthropology.
Sept. 19
Wed.

Meanings, Language, Symbols and Art

Read Chapt 4 of Seeing Anthropology.



Sept. 24
Mon.

Meanings, Language, Symbols and Art

Read Chapt 5 of Seeing Anthropology.



Psychology and Culture



Continue reading The Primates Memoir.
Sept. 26
Wed.

Psychology and Culture



Read Chapt 6 of Seeing Anthropology.
Oct. 1
Mon.

Patterns of Production



Read Chapt 7 of Seeing Anthropology.
Oct. 3
Wed.

Patterns of Production/ Distribution and

Prepare for Primate’s Memoir discussion.



Consumption

Oct. 8
Mon.

Discuss The Primate’s Memoir in class.

Counts as an Exam.





Receive study guide for Watch and Pray.

Read Chapt 7 of Seeing Anthropology.









Start reading Watch and Pray.
Oct. 10
Wed.

Distribution and Consumption


Read Chapt 8 of Seeing Anthropology.



Oct. 15
Mon.

Marriage and Family



Read Chapt 9 of Seeing Anthropology.
Oct. 17
Wed.

Marriage and Family/ Social Organization and
Read Chapt 9 of Seeing Anthropology.



Kinship





Continue reading Watch and Pray.
(Oct. 19)

(Mid-semester)

Oct. 22
Mon.

Social Organization and Kinship


Read Chapt 10 of Seeing Anthropology.

Oct. 24
Wed.

Power and Politics



Read Chapt 10 of Seeing Anthropology.
Oct. 29
Mon.

Power and Politics



Read Chapt 11 of Seeing Anthropology.









Continue reading Watch and Pray.
Oct. 31   Wed.

Facing the Supernatural: Magic, Religion,









and Ritual




Read Chapt 11 of Seeing Anthropology.

(Nov. 2


Last Day to Drop a Course)

Nov. 5   Mon.

Facing the Supernatural: Magic, Religion,

 Read Chapt 12 of Seeing Anthropology.
and Ritual











Nov. 7   Wed.

The Cultural Construction of Gender and

Read Chapt 12 of Seeing Anthropology.



Sexuality




Continue reading Watch and Pray.
Nov. 12  Mon.
The Cultural Construction of Gender and

Read Chapt 13 of Seeing Anthropology.



Sexuality
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Nov. 14
Wed.

Culture Change




Read Chapt 13 of Seeing Anthropology
Nov. 19
Mon.

Culture Change




Read Chapt 14 of Seeing Anthropology.


Nov. 21
Wed.

Library Night




Take the night off to go to the Library,




Have a lovely Thanksgiving Eve!


study, or get caught up on your work.










Prepare for Watch and Pray discussion.
Nov. 22-25

Thanksgiving Holidays!!!



Enjoy!!!

Nov. 26
Discuss Watch and Pray in class.


Counts as an Exam.
Nov. 28


Medical Anthropology and the Future

Read Chapt 14 of Seeing Anthropology.
Dec. 3


Medical Anthropology and the Future

Read Chapt 14 of Seeing Anthropology.
Dec. 5


Past, Present and Future



Reminder:  Portfolios Due on Dec. 10.
(Dec. 7


Last day of classes for semester)

Dec. 10


Final Exam, 5:30-8:00 p.m.


Final Exam & Portfolios, UH 009

(Dec. 20


Approximate Date for Grades to be Available via MyMav, after which you may retrieve 

your work from me, or you may give me a self-addressed stamped envelope for mailing.)
Alert:  Your professors will communicate with you via their MyMav Faculty Center links to your UT Arlington email addresses.  Be sure to check your UTA email regularly for course updates and university notifications!
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA):  If you are a student who requires accommodations in compliance with the ADA, please consult with me at the beginning of the semester. As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.   Your responsibility is to inform me of the disability at the beginning of the semester and provide me with documentation authorizing the specific accommodation.  Student services at UTA include the Office for Students with Disabilities (located in the lower level of the University Center) which is responsible for verifying and implementing accommodations to ensure equal opportunity in all programs and activities.

Student Support Services:  The University supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with 

the University and achieve academic success.  They include learning assistance, developmental education, advising 

and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Academic Honesty:  Academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form at The University of Texas at Arlington. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.
“Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2., Subdivision 3.22). 

Bomb Threats:  If anyone is tempted to call in a bomb threat, be aware that UTA will attempt to trace the phone call and prosecute all responsible parties.  Every effort will be made to avoid cancellation of presentations/tests caused by bomb threats.  Unannounced alternate sites will be available for these classes.   Your instructor will make you aware of alternate class sites in the event that your classroom is not available.
Who are your Study Buddies?  Introduce yourselves and collect phone numbers and email addresses.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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“There is no use trying,” said Alice, “I cannot believe impossible things.”

“I dare say you haven’t had much practice,” said the Queen.

“When I was your age, I always did it for half an hour a day.  Why, sometimes 

I’ve believed as many as six impossible things before breakfast.”






 ---Lewis Carroll, from Alice in Wonderland 
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