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Dean Gerlach, Dean Poster, my fellow Mavericks.  I’m honored to be here and to share this happy day with you.  

On behalf of The University of Texas System Board of Regents, I am delighted to congratulate all the students, their families and friends for this wonderful achievement. 



I first want to congratulate you for your choice of U. T. Arlington.
UTA is a special place for me personally because my daughter is a student here, and I live and work in North Texas. 

I’ve seen first-hand the difference UTA makes to the region.  I’ve seen how a UTA education can change lives and shape futures.  I’ve seen Maverick pride, both in my family and in my community.

This is an outstanding University, and you are its newest alumni and ambassadors.  You’ve achieved great distinction as student-scholars, and you’ve learned from and been mentored by outstanding professors.  

You are well-educated, well-prepared, and well-positioned to be leaders in our communities and in your professions – as nurses, teachers, educational administrators, athletic trainers, physical therapists, and exercise specialists. 

And you will have a diploma that you can be proud to display.

But, I am convinced that you have gotten much more from your education than a credential and an entry on your résumé.

After your first year or so here, you probably thought you had acquired most of the knowledge you needed.

But, now that you are older and wiser, I am sure you understand that an educated person is aware of just how little he or she actually knows.

Here at UTA, you have taken in a lot of knowledge.

But the most important lessons have been how to learn and how to think … how to size up the opportunities that come your way and make the choices that are good for you.  And by “good for you,” I don’t mean in the sense that someone else says it’s the smart thing to do.

What I mean is that we hope you can now make the choices that are right for you … that feel right while you are living with them … and make you feel good about yourself.

After years of tests, where you are expected to know the answer for every question you are asked … you are about to take on what people have come to call “the real world” ​-- a place where there are lots of unexpected questions and very few clear, unambiguous answers.   


Georg Simmel, the 19th century German sociologist, said that, “The educated person is someone who knows how to find out what he doesn't know.”

That says it pretty well.


First, you need to able to acknowledge that you don’t know all the answers … 


And second, you need to remember that you have the tools for getting the needed answers and making that “good” decision.


Sometimes you can find the answer in the library or online.


Sometimes you must reason it out for yourself.


In fact, most times when the question is really important, after drawing from the well of knowledge you gained at UTA, you will find the answer through the use of your own instincts and reasoning.


You came to U. T. Arlington with the basics in place – intellect, values, and dreams.


We hope that, during your time here, U. T. Arlington has expanded your horizons, shown you more of the possibilities, and given you the tools to make the most of your future.



As you make your way in this world, my wish for you is that you remember that you are not only building a career, you are starting a new chapter of the journey called “life.”



 Many years from now, when you near the end of that unique journey … I hope that the thing that will be most important to you is to look back and see that you did right by the people you met along the way … and that you did your best with the gifts only you were given.


As we send you out in the world, it is with the wish that we hope you will make it better.
On behalf of the Board of Regents of The University of Texas System, I again offer you and those who care about you the heartiest congratulations … and wish you Godspeed on your journey.
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