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Thank you very much for inviting me to share this occasion with you.  Your accomplishments are indeed a celebration.  If you ever have an opportunity to stand before a group of graduates - do it!  It is my pleasure and privilege to stand here and look into your faces filled with joy, relief, pride and anticipation.

This is indeed a celebration for your families, your professors, your friends but more importantly for you personally.  You are the ones who made it happen.  You recognized the importance of education, of integrity, of study and of reaching goals that at times seemed hard-almost impossible.  Remember the early classes, the all nighters, I'm talking about studying all night!, the endless piles of papers to write, the presentations to make, the reading to do?  Oh, are we glad it's over!  It is up to you to continue to make success a reality.  Just remember - don't ever stop learning.  Abe Lincoln said, "I don't think much of a man who doesn't know more today than he knew yesterday."  Throughout these years you have seen mountains that were challenging and valleys that offered smooth sailing.  This pattern will continue as you live your lives.  Life is a series of ups and downs, of successes and failures, of good times and down times.  This is life but you are equipped to handle it.  The choices you have made have put you in the position you are in - the choices you will have to make are numerous.  You have made some excellent choices.  First, you chose to attend college, The University of Texas at Arlington was your choice.  This is an outstanding growing university that is known for its excellence worldwide.  I'm partial to this university.  I came to Arlington State College, a junior college that grew to be this great university in 1957 as a young, very young, bride of a football coach.  Yes, we did have football and we were good.  That year we played in the Little Rose Bowl in California and won.  My husband coached and taught for twenty-three years before his early death.  My daughters chose this school as their university.  I was delighted with their education because it helped develop them into productive, happy, and contributing adults.  This university has given you the same opportunity.  Take advantage of it.  Celebrations don't just happen.  Hard work, careful choices of friends, sheer determination, kindness and of course fun, are all ingredients that determine success.  Speaking of kindness - remember the magic words - "Thank You."  Write thank you notes to parents, they helped you get where you are today, write notes to professors, friends, and even to those who interview you, even if you don't get the job.  Being nice is always nice.  In Byrd Baylor's book,  I'm in Charge of Celebrations she writes "you will know what's worth a celebration because your heart will pound and you'll feel like you're standing on top of a mountain and you'll catch your breath like you are breathing some new kind of air."  This Byrd Baylor quote sums up how you must be feeling today!

I reflected back on my feelings when I received my degrees.  Gosh - so long ago.  I taught for thirty-nine years in the Arlington Public Schools.  In my opinion teaching ranks second in jobs.  Only parenting ranks higher - I feel if you don't do this well nothing else matters.  I like these great jobs because you can learn and laugh everyday.  Here's an example, one year I watched a young man play, piddle and do everything but work on his education.  He was in another room.  The next year I asked the principal to place him in my room.  Are you sure?  I was positive.  The first day we had a heart to heart talk.  I told him I had watched him waste his brain and I knew he was bright because of his flashing eyes.  Working together we would make him into a real student.  Several weeks later, he came up and told me he was going to be a singer and make a lot of money.  Then he told me he was going to buy me a Lincoln Continental.  WOW!  Later he told me he wasn't going to buy me a car - instead he was going to buy me a house, not just a house, a three story mansion.  After he described it I asked, "Will it have a pool?"  He leaned back, looked me over and said, "you'd be too old to swim."  I gave him a big bear hug and we laughed and laughed.  I also learned I was old.  But who knows, one day I may have a mansion without a pool.

I celebrate all my memories and as you build memories find small and large things to celebrate.  Celebrate marriages, parenthood, jobs and promotions, grand vacations but don't forget the beautiful sunset, the first sighting of a robin, the laughter of a child, sharing a cup of coffee with a friend.  Just celebrate life.  As you graduate something is over, something else is about to begin.  Whatever you choose, however many roads you travel, please choose wisely.  The first act of your life is over.  Welcome to the best years of your life!  What exciting times.  You hold your future in your hands, hang on!  Again, thank you for allowing me to share this time with you and remember to enjoy life.  Live, love and laugh.
