Information for Thesis Students

1. The Graduate school provides thesis/dissertation seminars which are posted at http://grad.uta.edu/currentStudents/seminar.asp .  You can make the reservation on line.  All thesis students are required to attend the seminar.  The Graduate School will provide a template at http://grad.uta.edu/CurrentStudents/raft.asp to be used by thesis students when writing their thesis along with samples and formatting instructions.
2. A graduate student must be enrolled in KINE 5398 in the semester before graduation when they begin their thesis process.  The grade for this course is R and is not changed when the thesis is completed.  Hence, it does not factor into the student’s GPA.  During the final semester when the thesis is submitted, the graduate student must be enrolled in KINE 5698 and receive a P, F or X grade.  The student must continue to be enrolled in research hours at UTA until their thesis is completed.  
3. A student must develop a thesis committee the semester prior to graduation.  The student must submit a Thesis Committee form to the Graduate Advisor with their committee members’ signatures no later than the end of the 3rd week of the semester before graduation. The Committee will consist of a Chair or Co-Chairs with at least three committee members total.  The information from this form is entered on the GA04 screen by the Graduate Advisor (the form does not go to the Graduate School).  If the student wants to use a non-tenure track or adjunct faculty member, the individual must be approved by the tenure track faculty members.  The non-tenure track Committee member   must complete a Nomination to Special Membership in the Graduate Faculty form (downloadable from Departmental Web Site).  This form is submitted to the Graduate Advisor, approved and sent to Graduate School to be placed in the student’s file.  Non UTA persons must complete a petition form on the Graduate web page.
4. After the committee is formed, the student will be directed by the Thesis Committee Chair or Co-Chairs.  The Chair will guide the student in writing their proposal.  The student will develop a proposal which utilizes the Graduate School template beginning with Chapter One, Two, and Three.  This does not have to be the final product but the review of literature and methods must be detailed and specific enough for the committee to evaluate the project.  The format for the Thesis proposal is located on the Departmental web page (Degree Programs, MS in Physiology of Exercise, Thesis Forms.  The student must provide Committee members with the proposal at least 8 working school days in advance of the presentation of the proposal.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule the proposal presentation with Committee members.  The student will, in addition to the written chapter proposal, present their thesis plan in a power point presentation (10-15 minutes in length).  Then the Committee will discuss the proposal, recommend changes, etc.  If the Committee approves the proposal, the student may submit the proposal to the IRB and begin data collection.  If the student is not approved, he/she will work with the Committee Chair to complete the necessary tasks for approval.  The Committee will meet again after receiving a revised proposal.  The student will present their revised oral form of the proposal again.  The same timeline outlined for the first presentation should be followed.  Upon approval, the Committee under the leadership of the Chair will give the student a written timeline/deadline for submission of the final form for Chapters 1, 2, and 3, as well as, Chapters 4 and 5.   These dates should be based on the deadlines outlined in the Graduate School Calendar for the appropriate academic year.  
5. The student must file an Application for Graduation and submit a final program of work and application for graduation (http://grad.uta.edu/pdfs/Current/Application%20for%20Candidacy%20and%20Final%20Program%20of%20Work.pdf) by the Graduate School deadline early in the semester of graduation.  The Graduate Advisor will provide the student with a copy of their program of work (GA03 screen).  These deadlines can be printed by students at the http://www.uta.edu/history/gradgradchecklists.htm#CHECK%20LIST%20FOR%20THESIS%20STUDENTS website.
6. The student is required to complete a Thesis Defense form and submit a copy of their thesis for a mechanical check (formatting) before submission of their approved thesis to the Graduate School.  Deadlines for submission are listed on the Graduate School calendar.  The mechanical check usually takes the Graduate School about 3 days to complete (don’t hold your breath).  The Thesis Committee will continue to meet as necessary to assist the student in meeting all deadlines for graduation.  However, it is the student’s responsibility to meet all deadlines, not the responsibility of the Committee to contact the student regarding deadlines. 

7. If a student fails to meet the mechanical check or final submission deadline but does submit the approved thesis after the deadline, there may apply for In Abstentia registration which makes them eligible to graduate the following semester without the required enrollment in research hours.
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