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No Scar Surgery
Surgical Device Controlled By Magnet
Barry Carpenter The 33 News
August 12, 2009

DALLAS, TEXAS - Meet the surgical tool of the future -- a magnet.

They are early prototypes, but researchers are making progress on using magnets for surgery. Dr. Daniel Scott said the
technology isn't too far off from what someone might have seen in a Star Trek movie.

"The next frontier in minimally invasive surgery may even be what they call 'natural orifice surgery,'" he said. "Where
you deploy the device though the mouth, trans-orally, and pop out through the stomach into the abdominal cavity and
alleviate all of the scars completely."

Daniel Scott is the director of the University of Texas Southwestern Department of Minimally Invasive Surgery.

The technology works by inserting a surgical tool through an orifice or small incision. Once inside, the device opens and
from the outside, doctors can control the surgical tool with a high-powered magnet.

Raul Fernandez is the head of the UT Arlington Automation and Robotics Research Center. He says the technology is
10 years in the making.

"The way I like to put it is we are out of the garage phase," he said. "The proverbial garage phase where you are
experimenting at a very low level with sponsorship from industry and a longtime collaboration with the doctors here at
UT Southwestern."

Scott now performs no scar weight loss surgeries. He uses this device that can enter through the bellybutton.

Kristen Tolson didn't qualify for that surgery, but she still only wound up with this small scar after her weight loss
surgery. A few years ago, she would have had a lot more. She said it's not all about cosmetics.

"Well, you heal faster if the incisions are smaller," she said, "there is less of your body to stitch back together so you
heal faster."

Scientists are working to make the surgical devices smaller and the magnets more powerful. Scott said it's cutting edge
technology with far less cutting.
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