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The presidents of the state’s three Tier One universities and leaders
of area chambers of commerce added their names Tuesday to the list
of education and business officials touting the benefits of Proposition
4, the proposed constitutional amendment to create more major
research schools.
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Rice University President David Leebron, Texas A&M University Dallas-Fort Worth schools may cancel attendance

interim President R. Bowen Loftin and University of Texas at Austin President William Powers Jr. sent a
letter to voters urging them to consider Proposition 4 on the Nov. 3 ballot. The letter released Tuesday
coincided with a news conference at the Dallas Regional Chamber of Commerce where area business
leaders announced their support for the measure. The Fort Worth and Arlington chambers were among
the groups present.

Voters will be asked to shift the $500 million in the largely unused, state-funded Higher Education Fund
to what would be called the National Research University Fund. No taxes would be raised if the
measure is approved.

The money would go to the seven "emerging" universities — a state designation that includes the
University of North Texas in Denton, the University of Texas at Arlington and the University of Texas at
Dallas — provided they meet certain criteria. The goal is to expand the number of major research, or
Tier One, institutions in the state beyond Texas A&M, UT-Austin and Rice.

Fort Worth chamber President Bill Thornton said the area needs a work force that can compete
nationally and internationally and that Texas loses thousands of students a year to out-of-state
universities. "Research tells us that those who end up leaving the state to get their education elsewhere
are likely not to return to the state," Thornton said.

The presidents of the Tier One universities lamented that Texas loses out on billions of dollars in
federal research and venture capital money because of the lack of major research institutions.
"Research expenditures create jobs, add wages to the economy, and generate tax revenues," the
presidents wrote.

The Young Conservatives of Texas oppose Proposition 4, saying that universities spend too much
money on research.

GENE TRAINOR, 817-390-7419
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