ENGL 5389: Technical Writing

Jacobs Teaching Demonstration


Teaching Text & Purpose
In this lesson, students are encouraged to apply the concepts of text and purpose.  Following a mini-lecture presenting/reviewing the concepts as described in ix: visual exercises for tech comm, students are asked to create their own text with a specific purpose.  This lesson would work particularly well in a computer classroom, but it isn’t necessary tor the lesson’s success.  It is an introductory lesson for the beginning of the semester.
Materials:

· Computer classroom, if available

· ix: visual exercises for tech comm CD-rom (optional)

· Newsprint

· Markers and/or color pencils 

· Scissors

· Tape

Lecture – 5 Minutes:

This is quite flexible, of course, and depends on your own interpretation of text, purpose, and the relationship between the two.  The ix: tech comm
 disk aligns quite nicely with my own philosophy in this area and, therefore, makes a great teaching tool.  Use a projector so students can see the examples or ask them to bring their own copies to class and follow along on their own computers.  The first lesson on the disk defines both text and purpose in technical writing terms.  Ask a student to read each definition and discuss the examples, noting the effectiveness of each at meeting its purpose.  This mini-lecture should be brief and to the point.
Activity – 10 Minutes:

When the students have grasped the idea, ask them to break into groups of 2-3 and give them/display the instructions on the next page.  You will assign each group a “profession” (i.e. engineer, marketing specialist, web designer, etc.) and ask them to create business cards appropriate for the assigned profession.  They can make up the name, the company, or use existing information located on the web.  They may choose to do this on the computer using any draw or write software or simply draw their cards on a sheet of newsprint with the markers provided.  

Extensions and Alternatives:

When they are finished, have a business card gallery, displaying finished products on the walls or computer screens.  Students can walk around the room and look at the work of the other groups and discuss them.  Alternatively, you can have each group present their work to the rest of the class, discussing the rhetorical choices made.  Also, as an alternative to assigning professions, you could ask students to design a card related to their major/desired career – this would work well if you have groups of students in the same area of study.  
Group Instructions:

Today in class we discussed text and purpose.  I’d like you to apply those concepts by creating your own business cards.  

1. Working with a partner or a triad, design a business card for a person working in your assigned profession.  

2. Consider purpose in creating your cards – the finished product should be a positive reflection of the field.  Also, while I would like you to have fun with these, please don’t forget that business cards are professional texts.

3. You may use any materials you like: draw or write software on the classroom computers, newsprint, markers, or whatever else you can find.

4. Take 10 minutes to produce a minimum of one business card per group.
Group A: Nurse practitioner in a large clinic
Group B: Mechanical engineer, partner in private firm
Group C: Urban planner employed by municipality

Group D: Marketing specialist for sporting goods company
Group E: Web designer in publically owned corporation
Group F: Freelance graphic designer

Group G: Advertising executive in large private firm
Group H: Research analyst for television station
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