- Urban sprawl

- The s most sprawling

- /metropolitan areas In the
country, according 1o an

. analysis of B3 maetio areds by

.| Egm:dﬁ;‘uwth America.
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The report, “Measuring |
prawl and Its Impact,” was
a coalition of groups inter- I
ed in planned development. It
3 metropolitan areas |

sed on four factors — residen- |
ial density; neighborhood mix
_ of homes, jobs and services;
" strength of activity centers and |
! downtowns; and the accessibili-
| ty of the street network. The
. four were combined to calculate l

a “sprawl index”

1 “For the first time we are

| able to define sprawl objective- |
| ly so we can see how it mea- |
1 oy . & [

| sures up,” Executive Director

Don Chen said. “What this |

study tells us is that sprawl has |
| a direct and negative impact on
§ our everyday lives”
| Local planners said the
- Southwest and West haven't
\had time to develop the transit
! systems that the East Coast has.
| And the report also ignores

ment issuics such as afford-
. bl 9 |
& “Usually what happens {in |

. sprawl rankings) is, San Francis-
| co, New York, Boston, Chicago
and Washington, D.C., are on |
. the list,” said Michael Morris,
| transportation director for the
North Central Texas Council of
. Governments, a regional plan-
hning group. “They also don’l
Thave a lot of accessibility for
fmew housing, and therefore the
J In North Texas, "People have
qobs because of the vibrant
0 and pmﬁe also have
atively low residential hous-
ing costs,” he said.
“The index average for all the
i_dﬂcﬁ was 100, with the lower
¥ scores signifying more sprawl
| Riverside, Calif, scored 14 while
Fort Worth-Arlington scored 7. |
+ ¥ Dallas scored 78. i
“People living in morc |
3 pgions tend to drive
| greater distances, own more |
cars, hreathe more palluted air. |
+ face a g1 :

sit less,” thereport says.
~ Fort Worth-Adlington scored
worst an its lack of city center= |
" and activities, The metropali- |
tan area that received the high- |
' est overall seone was New York
| City, followed by Jersey City, |
MJ: Providence, RI; San Fran- |
. cisco; and Honoluhs
ject conducted by Reid Ewing, 2 |
. professar at Rutgers University,
" and Rolf Pendall, a professor af
Cornell University, is sure to be
| controversial. .
' The report’s recommenda:
 tions are for local gove '
* and communities to focus on |

areas and to provide |
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