URPA 5330: Community and Neighborhood
Organization

Instructor Maria Martinez-Cosio Phone 817-272-3302

Office University hall 544 E-mail mcosio@uta.edu

Office ' ) .
Hours [Type your office hours here] http://www.uta.edu/faculty/mcosio

Time and Place of Class Meetings:
Mondays7-9:50 p.m.
Room #560

Description of Course Content:

Thiscourse examinesthe structure and processin the development of community and
neighborhood organizations. Specialemphasisisgiven to poverty and minority communitiesand
neighborhoods. We willexamine the processesof organizing and empowering communities, and
how these are linked to public policy in the United Sates.

A centralelement of community organization iscivic participation. Thisissue willbe placed in the
context of debateson social capital, and on the limitsof the welfare state and the state'srole in
rebuilding the urban community'ssocial infrastructure. The focuswillbe on:

* building community and civic capacitiesfor problem solving; and
e developing public policiesthat reinforce thisand expand active and responsble
rolesof citizens.

Sudentswillbe expected to engage in active and collaborative learning, particularly in presenting
case sudiesand connecting these to underlying analytic issuesand policy options.

Measurable Student Learning Outcomes:

¥ Students will be able to differentiate between different approaches to organizing
neighborhood groups, underserved communities and special interest groups.

¥ Students will gain a historical perspective to community organizing in the U.S.

K

Students will acquire strategies for assessing community strengths in an targeted
neighborhood

¥ Students will link theory to practice through the experiential component of this course.
Students will have the opportunity to work as part of a community organizing team with a
nonprofit in the Metroplex.
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Course Requirements:

1. NEGHBORHOOD MICROANALYSISOR COMMUNITY POWER ANALYSIS

Using the organizer'sexercise in Warren and Warren's"How to Diagnose a Neighborhood" article,
do a micro analysisof the neighborhood that you and TCYC have targeted for organizing. Drive or
walk around, and using the chart asframework, take notes. Please write up a 5 page description
of the neighborhood, noting asmany factorsasyou can about it. Include a map of the area,
landmarks, placeswhere people congregate, graffiti, etc.

2. CONTRIBUTION TO CLASSBLOG

Each student must post on the classblog atleast! a page-long (about 125 words) after meeting
with their TCYC organizing team. Sudentsmust post at least 5timesduring the semester, and
respond with comments/feedback orsuggestionsto colleaguesOposts. The post can include
questionsforthe group, commentsor observationsabout othersDwork, and/orchallengesyou are
facing in the field. Sudentswillmeet with the TCYC team at least 7timesbut must post only 5times
during the semester.

3. ANALPAPER

We may work with TCYC to develop a Chow toOmanual on developing Children& Neighborhood
Networks. We will discussthe final paperfurtherin class.

Textbook and Other Course Materials Requirements:

Bobo, Kimberley, Jackie Kendall, Seve Max, Midwest Academy. 2001. Organizing for Social
Change: A Manual for Activistsin the 1990s. Third Edition. Santa Ana, CA: Seven LocksPress. ISBN
092976594X

Feld. John. 2003. Social Capital. Routledge. ISBN: 0415257549

Rivera, Felix and John Erich. 1992. Community organizing in a diverse society. Boston: Allyn Bacon.

Descriptions of major assignments and examinations with due dates:

10 points: Neighborhood Microanalysis 10 points (due week 5)

50 points : Blog Posts B5 posts @ 10 points each

30 points :Final paper

10 points : Class participation (feedback to colleagues(posts, actively engaged during class
discussions)

100 points

Course Expectations

1. To attend the entire classsessionsevery week. In classactivitiesand discussonsare part of our
leaming together. Absenceswillreduce your participation points.

2. To participate in classdiscusson and all activities. Asa graduate levelstudent |

expect foryouto leamn to engage intellectually with the course readings, share yourviews of issues
pertinent to thisclassin a collegial manner, to question and analyze your own and other's
assumptionsand viewpointsand to take initiative in allaspectsof the progressofthe course.
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If you are uncomfortable speaking aloud in class, plan to meet with the instructor during her office
hours(orby appointment) to discussthe readingsor any partsof the assignments. Make certain
that the instructor knowswho you are, and hasheard some of your thinking about issuescovered
in thisclass.

3.To complete allassigned readingsto prepare for discusson, use the readingsin written analyses
and know content forexams.

4.To submit all written assgnmentson the due date. Late assignmentswill be docked one grade
level every day after the due date.

Librarian to Contact:
Mitch Stepanovich in the Architecture and Fine Arts Library: STEPANOVICH@uta.edu.

E-Culture Policy:

The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University email address as an official
means of communication with students. Through the use of email, UT-Arlington is able to provide
students with relevant and timely information, designed to facilitate student success. In particular,
important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation may
be sent to students through email.

All students are assigned an email account and information about activating and using it is
available at www.uta.edu/email. New students (first semester at UTA) are able to activate their
email account 24 hours after registering for courses. There is no additional charge to students for
using this account, and it remains active as long as a student is enrolled at UT-Arlington.
Students are responsible for checking their email regularly.

Americans With Disabilities Act:

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal
opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the
passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all
citizens.

As a faculty member, | am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities,
S0 as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty
of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative
channels. Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations
can be found at www.uta.edu/disability. Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102
of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Dishonesty:
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It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable
mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be
disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or
expulsion from the University.

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of
any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another
person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (RegentsO
Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

Plagiarism Web Sites with Examples

Plagiarism can range from submitting someone® work as your own to using long pieces of text or unique
phrasings without acknowledging the original source. The following Web Sites not only define plagiarism, but
provide examples of the different types of plagiarism:

* Plagiarism Examples (Rob Toreki, University of Kentucky Department of Chemistry)
0 http://www.chem.uky.edu/courses/common/plagiarism.html#Examples

* Avoiding Plagiarism (UC-Davis)
0 http://sja.ucdavis.edu/files/plagiarism.pdf

* Unacceptable Paraphrases (Indiana University Writing Tutorial Services)
0 http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml

Student Support Services Available:

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the
University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental
education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring
assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-
272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

1. Introduction: What is Community Organizing
Week#1: Introduction -1/22

¥ Introducing ourselves: what bringsusto thistopic? in what arenashave we been active as
professionalsand practitioners? how do we expect our work in thiscourse to contribute to
ongoing projects, practice, research? J

¥ Introduction of project by Tarrant County Youth Collaborative staff/video of project

Week #2: Defining community organizing 1/29

Required Readings:
Alinsky, Saul. 1989. Reveille for Radicals, Chapters1 & 2. COURSE READER
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Amstein, Sherry R. (1969) QA Ladder of Citizen Participation.OJournal of the American Institute of
Planners, 35.4, 216-224. COURSE READER

Bobo, Kendall, Max book- Chapters2-7
Optional reading:

ACORNGS 25 YEARSOF HISTORY ACORN (Association of Community Organizersfor Reform Now)
http://www.acom.org/index.php?id=51

Week #3 MEETWITH TCYC ORGANIZING TEAM B2/5
Required readings:

Warren, Rachelle and Donald Warren. 1997. CHow to Diagnose a Neighborhood,Oin The
Neighborhood OrganizerOHandbook. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press. Pp. 167-196.
(COURSE READER)

Rivera, Felix and John Erich. 1992. Community Organizing in a Diverse Society. Chaptersl & 4

Optional Readings

Robert Fsher, "Neighborhood Organizing: The Importance of Historical Context" http://comm-
org.utoledo.edu/papers96/fishercon.htm

Three Alinskys? by Peter Szynka, 2002, http://comm-org.utoledo.edu/papers2002/szynkaa.htm

Carl Tlerandsen, Education Citizenship: A Foundation'sExperience, 1980, http://comm-
org.utoledo.edu/papers2002/tjerandsen/contentsd.htm (chapter3 and/or5)

Robert Fsher. 1984. Let the People Decide. G.K. Hall (section on history).

Neil Betten and Michael J. Augtin. 1990. The Rootsof Community Organizing, 1917-1939. Temple
University Press.

Herbert and Irene Rubin. 1992. Community Organizing and Development (section on history).

Sephen Valocchi, A Way of Thinking About the History of Community Organizing.
http://www.trincoll.edu/depts'tcn/valocchi.htm

Harry Boyte--numerousbooksand articles(sectionson history).

Robert Fsher and Peter Romanofsky. 1981. Community Organization for Uban Social Change: A
Historical Perspective. Greenwood Press.

Ma ssOrganizing Tactics, excerpted from Saul Alinsky's Rulesfor Radicals
http://www.radio4all.org/anarchy/saul.html
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Robert FHsher,. (1984) "Neighborhood Organizing: Lessonsfrom the Past." Social Policy 15:9-16.

Wendy Plotkin. 1996. "Alinsky and Back of the YardsNeighborhood Council." http://comm-
org.utoledo.edu/papers96/alinsky/bync .html

Wendy Plotkin. 1996. "Alinsky'sinvolvement in Organization of the Southwest Community."
http://comm-org.utoledo.edu/papersd6/alinsky/osc.html

Wendy Plotkin. 1996 "Alinsky'sinvolvement in Woodlawn in Chicago/The Woodlawn Organization.
http://comm-org.utoledo.edu/papersd6/alinsky/woodlawn.html

Saul Alinsky, RulesFor Radicals, Vintage Books, 1971.

Saul Alinsky. 1941. "Community Analysisand Organizations." American Journal of Sociology 46:797-
808.

Robert Bailey. 1972. Radicalsin Urban Politics: The Alinsky Approach. University of Chicago Press.

P. David Fnks, "Alinsky in Smugtown" from The Radical Vison of Saul Alinsky, Paulist Press, 1984.

Joan Lancourt. 1979. Confront or Concede: The Alinsky Citizen-Action Organizations. Lexington
Books.

Week #4 Social Capital: What isit? How doesit apply to community organizing?- 2/12

Community organizing and civic innovation in the U.S since the 1960s. The relationship between
social capitaland civic innovation. The context of the crisis of the welfare state, the limitsof the
public lobby regulatory regime, advocacy and interest group representation. The promise and

obstaclesof a "public policy fordemocracy."

John Held, Social Capital. Entire book

Putnam, Robert. 1995. Tuning in, tuning out: The strange disappearance of social capitalin
America. Political Science and Politics, 28, 4, pps664-683. Webpage

Bobo, Kendall& MA- Chapters9 &10

Optional Readings

JamesColeman, "Social Capital," chapter 12 of Foundationsof Social Theory (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1990, 300-21).

Theda Socpol, "Unravelling from Above: Civic Associationsin America," The American Prospect 25
(Spring 1996).
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Carmen Srianni, "Citizen Participation, Social Capital, and Social Leaming in the United Sates,
1960-1995," Keynote Addressto the National Public Policy Education Conference, Farm
Foundation: Increasing Understanding of Public Problemsand Policies(1995), 21-35.

Kay Lehman Shlozman, Nancy Burnsand Sdney Verba. 1994. Genderand pathwaysto
participation: The role of resources. The Journal of Politics, 56, 4, 963-990. Webpage.

Robert Putham, "The ProsperousCommunity: Social Capital and Public Life," The American
Prospect 13 (spring 1993), 35-42.

Xavierde Souza Briggs, "Brown Kidsin White Suburbs: Housing Mo bility and the Many Facesof
Social Capital," Housing Policy Debate, 9(1)(1998):

2. Why organize? Power, Inequality and Oppression

Week #5 MEETWITH TCYC ORGANIZING TEAM -2/19
Read Demographic data packet on child abuse and metroplexdemographics, Tarrant County

United Way briefing

Rivera, Chapters3,5 & 10

Shirley, Dennis. 2001. Fatih based organizations, community development and the reform of public
schools. Peabody Journal of Education, 76, 2, pps222-240. Webpage

Optional Readings
Ray Suarez, The Old Neighborhood: What We Lost in the Great Suburban Migration, 1966-1999, Ch.

1"What We Lost" (Free Press, 1990)

Doug Muzzio, "Decent People Shouldn't Live Here: The American City in Cinema," Journal of Urban
Affairs, Vol. 18, No. 2 (1996): 189-215.

Thomas Sugrue, The Originsof the Urban Crisis, "Introduction” and "Conclusion--Crisis: Detroit and
the Fate of Postindustrial America (Princeton, 1996).

Sandra Newman, No Shame in My Game: The Working Poorin the Inner City, Ch. 4 "No Shame in
(This) Game" (Vintage Books, 2000)

When Work Disappears The World of the New Urban Poor. Willam JuliusWilson (Knopf), 1997

Ill. Doing"Organizing:" Actors, Resources and Power

Week #6 Leadership Development and Community Actors
Bobo, Kendall& Max- Chapters11 &12

Rivera, Felix and John Erich. 1992. Community Organizing in a Diverse Society. Chapter6
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Optional readings
Patricia Hill Collins 1991. Rethinking Black Women and Activism. In Black Feminist Thought

Krauss, Celene. 1994. Women of Color in the FrontLines. Unequal Protection and Environmental
Jugtice. Communitiesof Color, Robert Bulard, ed. Also in Race, Classand Gender: An Anthology.

Week #7 MEETWITH TCYC ORGANIZING TEAM
Bobo, Kendall& Max-Chapters16 & 17 & 19

Brown, Phil & Faith Ferguson. 1995. (Making a big stinkQ Women&work, women&relationshipsand
toxic waste activism. Gender and Society, 9,2, 145-172. Webpage

Week #8: Using Existing Organizations

Warren, Mark, "Creating a Multi-Racial Democratic Community: A Case Sudy of the Texas
Industrial AreasFoundation,"paper presented to the conference on Social Networksand Urban
Poverty, Russell Sage Foundation, March 1-2, 1996. Webpage

Ernesto Cortes. Jr., 1998. OrganizingOgasgt, present and future. Webpage

Week # 9 SPRING BREAK (March 12-16)

Week #10: MEETWITH TCYC ORGANIZING TEAM

Week #11: Asset vs. Deficit Approachesto Organizing

Kretzmann, John and John Mc Knigfht. 1993. A path toward finding and mobilizing a community®
assets. Capacity Inventory (pps13-28) (COURSE READER)

Gary Delgado, Organizing the Movement: the Rootsand Growth of ACORN. Philadelphia, Temple
University Press, 1986.
IV. Taking Action in Urban Neighborhoods

Week # 12 Community Organizing and CDCs

Felix Rivera and John Elich. 1995. Community Organizing in a Diverse Society. Chapters11, 12.

Randy Soecker, "The Community Development Corporation Model of Uban Redevelopment: A
Political Economy Critique and An Alternative" http://comm-org.utoledo.edu/papers96/cdc.html

Also available in Journal of Urban Affairs, Volume 19, Number 1, 1997 with repliesfrom Rachel Bratt
and DennisKeating and a rejoinder from Randy Soecker.

Rivera, Chapter12
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Optional Readings
Pratt Institute. "Building Hope: Community Development in America,"
http://www.picced.org/advocacy/bldghope.htm

Bruyn, Severyn T. 1987. Beyond the Market and the Sate. Pp. 3-27 in Severyn T. Bruyn and James
Meehan (eds) Beyond the market and the Sate: New Directionsin Community Development.
Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Janice K. Tulloss. Transforming Urban Regimes- A Grassroots Approach to Comprehensve
Community Development: The Dudley Sreet Neighborhood Initiative. A COMM -ORG Working
Paper. http://comm-org.utoledo.edu/papersd8/tulloss.htm

ThomasJ. Lenz. 1988. "Neighborhood Development: Issuesand Models." Social Policy spring, pp. 24-
30.

The Chicago Rehab Network. Development Without Displacement Task Force Background Paper.
http://tigger.uic.edu/~pwright/dwd.htm]

Barry Checkoway, 1985. "Neighborhood Planning Organizations: Perspectivesand Choices."
Journal of Applied Behavioral Science 21:471-486.

Neal R. Peirce and Carol F. Seinbach, Enterprisng Communities: Community-Based Development
in America, 1990, Council for Community-Based Development, 1990.

Rubin, Herbert J. 1993. Understanding the EEhosof Community- Based Development: Ethnographic
Description for Public Administrators. Public Administration Review sept/oct 53:428-437.

Zdenek, Robert. 1987. Community Development Corporations. Pp. 112-127 in Severyn T. Bruyn and
JamesMeehan (eds) Beyond the market and the Sate: New Directionsin Community

Development. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Carolyn Teich Adams. 1990. "Non Profit Housing Producersin the U.S: Why so Rare?" Paper
delivered at the Urban Affairs Association annualmeetings.

Harry Edward Berndt. 1977. New Rulersin the Ghetto: The Community Development Corporation
and Urban Poverty. Greenwood Press.

Suzy Croft and Peter Beresford. 1988. "Being on the Receiving End: Lessonsfor Community
Development and User Involvement." Community Development 23:273-279.

John H. Fish. 1973. Black Power/White Control. Princeton University Press.
Richard P. Taub. 1990. "Nuance and Meaning in Community Development: Finding Community

and Development." New York: Community Development Research Center, Graduate School of
Management and Urban Policy, New School of Social Research.
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(Symposium on Citizen Participation, Voluntary Organizationsand Community Development)
American Journal of Community Pschyology 18:55-81.

Haeberle, Seven H. (1988) "Community Projectsand Citizen Participation: Neighborhood Leaders
Evaluate Their Accomplishments." Social Science Quarterly 69:1014-21.

Herbert and Irene Rubin,. 1992. Community Organizing and Development (sectionson community
development).

JamesA. Chrigenson and Jerry W. Robinson, Jr. 1989. Community Development in Perspective.
lowa Sate Universty Press.

Juliet Saltman. 1990. A Fragile Movement: The Sruggle for Neighborhood Sabilization. Greenwood
Press.

Organizing for Neighborhood Development: A Handbook for Citizen Groups
http://tenant.net/Organize/orgdev.html

Sandy O'Donnelland Blen Schumer. Community Building & Community Organizing: Issuesin
Creating Effective Models. Shelterforce On-Line
http://www.nhi.org:80/online/issues/85/combuild.html

Randy Soecker, Crossing the Development-Organizing Divide: A Report on the Toledo Community
Organizing Training and Technical Assisance Program, 2001, http://comm-
org.utoledo.edu/draftscdcorgnew.htm

Randy Soecker, Community Development and Community Organizing: Applesand Oranges?
Chicken and Egg? 2001, http://comm-org.utoledo.edu/draftsorgdevppr2c.htm

Randy Soecker, Power or Programs? Two Pathsto Community Development, 2001, http://comm-
org.utoledo.edu/draftstwopathsh2.htm

Lee Winkelman, MassachusettsCommunity Development Corporationsand Community
Organizing. A COMM-ORG Working Paper. http://comm-
org.utoledo.edu/papers98/winkelman.htm

Lee Winkelman. "Organizing Renaissance." In Shelterforce Online
http://www.nhi.org/online/issues/101/winkleman.htm]

Giloth, Robert. (1985) "Organizing for Neighborhood Development." Social Policy 15:37-42.

Randy Soecker, "Community Organizng and Community Development in Cedar-Riversde and
East Toledo."Journal of Community Practice, Vol. 2, No. 3.
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Week # 13: MEETWITH TCYC ORGANIZNG TEAM
Morris, Aldon. 1993. Brimingham confrontation reconsidered: An analysisof the dynamicsand

tacticsof mobilization. American Sociological Review, 58,5, pps621-636 Webpage

Week # 14. Community Organizing Toolbox: Organizational Tactics
Bobo, Kendall& Max- Chapters21-26
Rivera- Appendix pages258-271

Non-Violent approachesto organizing
Global social movements

Week # 15 MEETWITH TCYC ORGANIZING TEAM
Rivera BbChapter 13
Review team goals

Write up summary report

Week # 16 Community Organizing Toolbox: Using the Media and Public Actions
Rku Sen, Chapter8

Pick two webstesfrom the list below and peruse the information shared on organizing public
actions

Shel Trapp, Basics Of Organizing, http://www.tenant.net/Organize/orgbashtmllinksto: Identifying

Issues, Leadership Me eting, Public Meeting, Check List forthe Public Meeting, Organizing a

Demonstration.

The Community Toolbox, by the Community Toolbox Team. Organizing Public Demonstrations,
http://ctb.ls.ukans.edu/tools EN/sub_section_main_1258.htm or other sectionsfrom
http://ctb.ls.ukans.edu/toolsd EN/chapter 1033.htm

Lesbian Avengers Civil Rights Organizing Project. Out Against The Right: An Organizing Handbook.
http://www.octobertech.com/october/handbook.nsf/contents?OpenView&c ount=100 See link

to: What'sWrong With This Picture? A Critigue of the Mainstream Campaign Model, Also sse

tacticslinksat: Direct Action for Visibility

Kim Bobo, Jackie Kendall, Seve Max. Organizing for social change: a manual for activistsin the
1990's. Washington: Seven LocksPress. Choose from chapterson Choosing an issue, Developing a
strategy, A guide to tactics, Designing actions

Road Raging - Top Tipsfor Wrecking Roadbuilding, http://www.eco-action.org/rr/index.html
Chapters8-13.

Tacticsof Targets, http://comm-org.utoledo.edu/resources/tacticshtm by ACORN.
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Shel Trapp, Basics Of Organizing, http://www.tenant.net/Organize/orgbashtmllinksto:

Negotiation,
Presenting Factsand Research. You will also find the section on public meetingshelpful.

Environmental Information Network, The Control Game,
http://www.envirolink.org/issues syssem/activism/control game.html
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