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“Using another person’s ideas, information, or 
expressions without acknowledging that person’s 

work constitutes intellectual theft.”
(excerpt from MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 

Papers, 6th edition, p.66) 

See the Acknowledging Sources tutorial at 

Patents and Standards
Format:
[1] Author, “Title,” U.S. Patent number, Date.

Example:
[1] G. Brandli and M. Dick, “Alternating current fed 
power supply,” U.S. Patent 4 084 217, Nov. 4, 1978. 

Technical Reports
Format:
[1] Author, “Report Title,” Publisher, City of publisher, 
Report number, Date of publication.

Example:
[1] E. E. Reber, R.L. Mitchell, and C.J. Carter, “Oxygen 
absorption in the Earth’s atmosphere,” Aerospace Corp., 
Los Angeles, CA, Tech Rep. TR-0200 (4230-46)-3, Nov. 
1968. 

Conference Proceedings (Published Paper)
Format:
[1] Author, “Article title,” in Conference Title, Year of 
conference, First and last page of article.

Example:
[1] D. B. Payne and J. R. Stern, “Wavelength-switched 
passively coupled single-mode optical network,” in 
Proc. IOOC-ECOC, 1985, pp. 585-590.

Format:
[1] Author, “Paper Title,” presented at Conference, 
Location, Year of conference.

Example:
[1] D. Ebehard and E. Voges, “Digital single sideband 
detection for interferometric sensors,” presented at 
the 2nd Int. Conf. Optical Fiber Sensors, Stuttgart, 
Germany, 1984.

Periodical Article - Journals, Transactions, 
and Magazines (Online)
Basic Format: 
[1] J. K. Author. (year, month day). Title. Journal [Type 
of medium]. volume(issue), paging if given. Available: 
http://www.(URL) 

Example: 
[1] Panos Y. Papalambros. (2010). Blind and at Arm’s 
Length. J. Mech. Des. [Online]. vol. 132 (issue 7). 

http://library.uta.edu/tutorials/Plagiarism/

http://scitation.aip.org/getpdf/servlet/GetPDFServlet?file
type=pdf&id=JMDEDB000132000007070201000001&i
dtype=cvips&prog=normal 

Reports and Handbooks (Online)
Format:
[1] Author. (Year, Month). Title. Publisher, City of 
Publisher. [Online]. Available: URL

Example:
[1] S. L. Talleen. (1996, Apr.). The Intranet Architecture: 
Managing information in the new paradigm. Amdahl 
Corp., CA. [Online]. Available: 
http://www.amdahl.com/doc/products/bsg/intra/infra.
html

Conference Proceedings (Unpublished 
Paper)

Paper Presented at a Conference (Online)
Format:
[1] Author. “Paper title”. Presented at Conference. 
[Online]. Available: URL

Example:
[1] Magda Abu Fadil. “Online Media Ethics:  A Needed 
Dynamic”.  Presented at Online Journalism in the Arab 
World 2005 Conference [Online].  Available:  www.
ayamm.org/arabic/IPJ-SHARJAH-11-05%20copy.pdf



When you acknowledge the contributions of others to 
your work, you act with academic integrity.  Academic 
integrity is a firm adherence to five fundamental values:

Documenting Sources In Your Paper

During your research, you will draw information from 
other sources and will need to cite these sources in the 
“reference list” of your paper.

Reference List
A reference list contains citations for materials used in 
your research paper. The list is arranged in the order in 
which the cited references appear in the paper; i.e., the 
first citation in the paper is the first one that appears in 
the reference list.  The reference list is included at the 
end of your paper.

Examples:
[1]   W.-K. Chen, Linear Networks and Systems.  
Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1993, pp. 123-135.

[2]   G. O. Young, “Synthetic structure of industrial 
plastics,” in Plastics, 2nd ed., vol. 3, J. Peters, Ed.  New 
York: McGraw-Hill, 1964, pp. 15-64.

Following are examples of citations for many types of 
materials.  Remember to consult the IEEE Editorial 
Style Manual for other citation formats. 

Book

Format:
[1] Author, Title. Place of publication: Publisher, Year of 
publication.

Example:
[1] W.K. Chen, Linear Networks and Systems.  Belmont, 
CA: Wadsworth, 1993.

Chapter or Part in Book with Same 
Author(s)
Format:
[1] Author, Title. Place of publication: Publisher, Year of 
publication, First and last page of reference.

Example:
[1] W.K. Chen, Linear Networks and Systems.  Belmont, 
CA: Wadsworth, 1993, pp. 123-135.

The Importance of Citing Sources

About the IEEE Editorial Style Manual

The IEEE Editorial Style Manual provides editorial 
guidelines for IEEE Transactions, Journals, and 
Letters and is often used as a style manual for authors 
publishing in science and engineering journals. It 
contains lists of common abbreviations to words used 
in references. IEEE recommends Webster’s College 
Dictionary for spelling assistance. For guidance on 
grammar and usage not included in the IEEE manual, 
consult The Chicago Manual of Style, published by the 
University of Chicago Press. Also, The University of 
British Columbia’s Science and Engineering Library 
maintains a comprehensive list of journal abbreviations:  
http://scieng.library.ubc.ca/coden/

To cite resource types not covered in this guide, find 
citations for similar types of materials in reference lists 
from IEEE publications. Model the citations in your 
reference list on those citations.  

This “how to” guide is based on information from the 
following:

IEEE Editorial Style Manual:  �� http://www.ieee.
org/portal/cms_docs_iportals/iportals/publications/
authors/transjnl/stylemanual.pdf

Information for IEEE Transactions, Journals, and ��
Letters Authors, pp. 4-5: http://www.ieee.org/portal/
cms_docs/pubs/transactions/auinfo03.pdf

Information for IEEE Magazine Authors, pp. 3-4: ��
http://www.ieee.org/documents/author99.pdf

Every reference to another work should be assigned a 
number in brackets [ ]. These appear in numeric order, 
so the first reference would be followed by [1], the 
second by [2], and so on. This determines the order of 
the reference list.

Formatting Citations

Citation Examples

Chapter or Part Book with Different 
Authors
Format:
[1] Author, “Chapter title,” in Book Title, edition, 
volume number, Editor, Ed. City of publication: 
Publisher, Year of publication, First and last page of 
reference.

Example:
[1] G. O. Young, “Synthetic structure of industrial 
plastics,” in Plastics, 2nd ed., vol. 3, J. Peters, Ed.  New 
York: McGraw-Hill, 1964, pp. 15-64.

Format: 
[1] Author. (year, month day). Title (edition) [Type of 
medium]. Available: http://www.(URL) 

Example: 
[1] E Wharton. (1996). The age of innocence [Online]. 

Book (Online)

Periodical Article - Journals, Transactions, 
and Magazines
Format:
[1] Author, “Article title,” Periodical Title, Volume 
number, First and last page of article.

Example:
[1] E. P. Wigner, “Theory of traveling-wave optical 
laser,” Phys. Rev., vol. 134, pp. A635-A646.
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&v=1&bookid=2009766
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&v=1&bookid=2009766


