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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Welcome to the University of Texas at Arlington Jazz Studies program. The UT 
Arlington Jazz Studies Option is a robust Bachelor of Music degree combined with 
significant coursework in jazz studies. The jazz studies option is designed to prepare 
students for professional work in the ever-growing jazz and commercial music areas or 
for successful audition into graduate school. 
 
With course requirements in jazz improvisation, jazz arranging and composition, jazz 
theory, music business, jazz ensembles (big bands and small groups), styles and 
perspectives, and pedagogy, students leave the jazz studies program with a well-rounded 
jazz education, prepared for the future. 
 

Scholarships 
Scholarships are available for interested students by audition. You do not need to be a 
jazz studies major to receive a scholarship in the jazz studies area. Contact the director of 
jazz studies for further information. 
 
Auditions 
 
The most current audition information can always be found on the UT Arlington Jazz 
Studies website: http://www.uta.edu/music/jazz/. 
 
Auditions are usually held the first several days of classes each semester. A sign-up sheet 
with audition times will be posted on the Director of Jazz Studies’ office door the week 
prior to auditions. Information is also often posted on the Jazz Studies bulletin board, 
outside Room 115 (the rehearsal hall). 
 
A typical audition consists of sight-reading, scales, prepared material, and improvising 
over standard tunes. Current audition material, including the prepared material and scales 
appropriate for your status, can be found at the UT Arlington Jazz Studies Website: 
http://www.uta.edu/music/jazz/audition_info.htm. 
 
You are required to provide your instrument and any patch cables, etc for your audition. 
We will provide amplifiers. Drummers are required to provide their own sticks/mallets; 
we will provide the drumset. You must bring your own cymbals. 
 
Required Scales for Auditions 
Incoming Freshmen: Major scales in all 12 keys – full range of your instrument 
Sophomores: Same as freshman plus natural, melodic, and harmonic minor scales in 12 
keys – full range of your instrument 
Juniors: Same as sophomores plus bebop and pentatonic scales in 12 keys – full range of 
your instrument 
Seniors and Graduate Students: Same as juniors plus diminished and augmented scales in 
12 keys – full range of your instrument 



Ensembles 
 
The UT Arlington Jazz Studies program has three big bands, several combos, a Latin Jazz 
combo, and a vocal jazz ensemble. Membership in ensembles is open by audition – see 
the information in this packet regarding auditions. 
 
The UT Ar lington Jazz Orchestra is the premiere big band at the University of Texas at 
Arlington. The accomplishments of this organization have brought international attention 
to the University and the city of Arlington while providing truly extraordinary 
educational opportunities and cultural experiences for its musicians. 
 
The UT ArlingtonJO has performed invitational concerts at the Montreux International 
Jazz Festival in Montreux, Switzerland; the first International Jazz Festival in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil; the first International Jazz Festival in Nassau, commonwealth of the Bahamas. 
Other international tours include Montreal, Canada; the American Music Festival in 
Manila, Philippines; and Peking, Peoples Republic of China. Telecasts by the Swiss, 
Japanese, Philippine, American and Brazilian Public Broadcasting Systems have brought 
UT ArlingtonJO performances to an estimated 70 million people across four continents. 
 
Additionally, the band has appeared as guest artists for national conventions of the 
National Association of Jazz Educators and the Music Educators National Conference. 
The band has appeared as guest artists for the Texas Future Teachers of America 
convention, the Dallas Jazz Society's annual "Tribute to Duke Ellington" and for public 
school jazz festivals in Fort Worth, San Antonio, Houston, Brownwood, and Lubbock. 
Each year the band performs numerous campus concerts in Texas Hall, the Dry Gulch 
and the Palo Duro Lounge at the Hereford Center. 
 
Many of the band's graduates have excelled to professional ranks by joining such noted 
organizations as The Buddy Rich Big Band, The Stan Kenton Orchestra, and The Dallas 
Jazz Orchestra. In addition, the band members have gained invaluable experience and 
inspiration by performing with such guest artists as Clark Terry, Ed Shaughnessy, Mary 
Fettig, Tony Campise, Don Joseph, Tony Klatka, Frank Rosalino, Rich Matteson, Carl 
Fontanna, Jack Peterson, Willie Thomas, Larry Skinner, Mike Vax, Cat Anderson, Pete 
Brewer, Rob McConnell, Janice Borla, Clay Jenkins and Steve Houghton. 
 
The UT Ar lington Jazz Ensemble is the second of three big bands at the University of 
Texas at Arlington. The ensemble focuses on essential jazz styles and techniques. 
Performing music of the big band masters as well as more recent repertoire, the ensemble 
allows students a chance to grow their jazz shoes and present audiences with exceptional 
concerts. The Jazz Ensemble has performed at the University of Kansas at Wichita Jazz 
Festival, Six Flags Over Texas, and other events locally and regionally. 
 
Jazz Band II I  offers performers an introduction to jazz styles and important jazz 
repertoire. Jazz Band III performs each fall and spring at the jazz band concerts. 
 
The jazz studies program offers several jazz combos. In these small groups, students are 
able to work on interaction and improvisation in an intimate setting. With a blend of 
classic small group repertoire, jazz standards, and student compositions and 



arrangements, these groups are the cornerstone of the performers' training in jazz studies. 
In addition to performing at the Late Night Jazz Sampler each semester, the jazz combos 
often perform at on-campus events, local and regional functions, and much more. 
 
The UT Ar lington Vocal Jazz Ensemble is open to any student with singing experience. 
Prior experience in the jazz idiom is not necessary. Participating students have the 
opportunity to study vocal techniques and repertoire specific to jazz, and also have the 
chance to work on scatting (improvisation) if they wish. Soloists chosen from this 
ensemble perform with the big bands on the fall and spring big band concerts in Texas 
Hall. The ensemble performs a concert with full big band and small group each semester. 
Selected soloists from this group are also invited to perform on the Late Night Jazz 
Sampler concerts. 
 

Auxiliary Instrumental and Equipment Needs  
 
Trumpet players are expected to have the following mutes: straight, cup, harmon. 
Trumpet players should also have a flugelhorn. 
Trombone players are expected to have the following mutes: straight, cup, bucket. 
Saxophone players are strongly suggested to have proficiency doubling on clarinet and 
flute (bass clarinet for bari players). 
Drummers are expected to have their own cymbals. 
 
Consideration for membership in the top jazz ensembles may depend on the above 
proficiencies and equipment. 

Gigs through the Jazz Studies Area 
 
The UT Arlington Jazz Studies Program is often approached by outside groups to provide 
jazz music at various functions. These opportunities to play provide valuable training for 
you as developing jazz musicians, and you may be asked to participate. In order to offset 
the cost of bringing in guest artists, traveling, recording, etc., much of the money earned 
by these performances goes directly back into the Jazz Studies budget. While the 
participants may receive some compensation for performing, it will not always be the 
case. Remember that these experiences as a student are excellent preparation for the 
professional arena. 
 

Student Jazz Council 
 
The UT Arlington Jazz Studies Jazz Council serves in an advisory role to the faculty of 
the Jazz Studies area. The council’s duties include coordinating concerts, setup/tear-
down, mentoring younger jazz students, and more.  The Graduate Teaching Assistant is 
appointed president, but other positions are open by election during the fall semester of 
each school year. See the director or assistant director of jazz studies if you are interested. 
 



Equipment Usage 
 
The UT Arlington Jazz Studies program provides access to certain musical instruments 
and associated equipment. In order to maintain good quality and continued access, please 
observe the following precautions and guidelines: 
 

¥ Only bassists, drummers, and guitarists may obtain keys to the jazz closet, room 
117. To obtain a key for that room, talk to your ensemble director. 

¥ When you are done with room 117, double-check to make sure the door is locked. 
¥ Ensemble members are responsible for transporting their own instruments and 

equipment to concerts, rehearsals, etc. That may mean getting there early to 
ensure things are set up and operating correctly. Under no circumstances will the 
ensemble directors be responsible for transporting your equipment unless 
indicated. 

¥ Every ensemble member will stay after the concert to strike the stage, NO 
EXCEPTIONS. No one will leave until the task is completely finished to the 
ensemble directors’ satisfaction. 

¥ Saxophones are responsible for setting up and putting away stand fronts for 
rehearsals and concerts. 

 
Your professors and ensemble directors will cover other equipment information as 
needed. 
 
 
Jazz Practice Room 
 
Room 366 is designated as a SmartMusic practice room for jazz majors and students 
enrolled in jazz courses. Installed on this computer is transcription software, SmartMusic 
(Aebersolds, etc.), and other software useful for jazz practicing. Students enrolled in Jazz 
Improvisation I and II have precedence using the room for practicing. Time slot sign-up 
sheets will be posted on the door and will be coordinated during the first week of each 
semester, typically during the first jazz meeting of the semester. 
 
Jazz Materials in the Library 
 
The UT Arlington Fine Arts and Architecture Library, located in the Architecture 
building, contains many resources useful for jazz studies students. Our collection 
includes the complete Jamey Aebersold series, method books, DVDs/videocassettes, and 
many important jazz recordings. Many of these materials are available for you to check 
out and use outside of the library. The collection is continually growing – make sure to 
take advantage of this important resource. 
 



BACHELOR OF MUSIC WITH JAZZ STUDIES OPTION 
 

Jazz Courses and Degree Plan 
 
The following list details the jazz courses you must take, and the semesters in which we 
suggest you take them. There are many other music courses that you must take not listed 
here. Note that some courses must be taken in sequence; to view the complete and current 
Jazz Studies Degree Plan, visit 
http://www.uta.edu/music/advising/degree_plans/Jazz_0304.pdf or talk with the music 
advisor. 
 
Each Semester  
Big Band (MUSI 0112 or MUSI 0116) 
Jazz Combo (MUSI 0122)/[vocal jazz students: Vocal Jazz MUSI 0123] 
(Note: you are only required to have 7 hours of big band and 2 hours of combo. However, 
if you are serious about going on to be a professional jazz musician, it is recommended 
you take both for every semester.) 
 
Freshman, First Semester  
Jazz Listening (MUSI 1101.001) 
 
Freshman, Second Semester  
Jazz Theory (MUSI 3125) 
 
Sophomore, First Semester   
Jazz Improvisation I (MUSI 3225) 
 
Sophomore, Second Semester  
Jazz Improvisation II (MUSI 3226)  
 
Upper-Level Courses 
To be taken during the junior and senior years 
Functional Jazz Piano (offered Fall Odd Years only) 
Composition I (MUSI 3392.004) 
Jazz Arranging (MUSI 4302) 
Jazz Perspectives (MUSI 4300) 
Conference Course (MUSI 4391) 



Jazz Performance Barrier 
 
Upon the conclusion of Jazz Improvisation II (usually at the end of the sophomore year), 
students wishing to obtain a Jazz Studies option must pass the Jazz Performance Barrier 
to continue with upper level jazz degree requirements. Successful completion with a ‘B’ 
or better in Jazz Improvisation I and Jazz Improvisation II will adequately prepare you 
for this barrier. 
 
The barrier will be set up in a jury format, and will consist of: 
 
Major, minor, bebop, pentatonic scales in any key, full range, mm = 120, eighth notes  
Soloing over a blues in either concert C, G, F, or Bb 
Soloing over rhythm changes in either concert C, F, or Bb 
 
For any of the following tunes, perform by memory the melody, arpeggiate chord 
changes, and improvise over the chord changes: 
 
All of Me 
All the Things You Are 
Autumn Leaves 
Blue Bossa 
Blue Monk 
Blues for Alice 
Cantaloupe Island 
Cherokee 
Confirmation 
Footprints 
Four 
Freddie the Freeloader 
Freedom Jazz Dance 
Giant Steps  
The Girl from Ipanema 
Have You Met Ms. Jones 
How High the Moon 
How Insensitive 
I Mean You 
I’ll Remember April 

I’ve Got Rhythm 
Impressions/So What 
Indiana 
Just Friends 
Mercy, Mercy, Mercy 
Naima 
Nardis 
On Green Dolphin Street 
Out of Nowhere 
Softly, as in a Morning Sunrise 
Solar 
Someday My Prince Will Come 
Straight, No Chaser 
Summertime 
Sweet Georgia Brown 
Take the A Train 
There Will Never Be Another You 
Watermelon Man 
Well You Needn’t 
What Is This Thing Called Love?

Senior Recital or Project 
 
In order to graduate with a jazz studies option, you must perform a senior recital or 
complete a senior project. At the end of your junior year, you should consult with the jazz 
studies faculty on appropriate repertoire or topic. This recital or project will represent a 
culmination of your work in the jazz studies area throughout your tenure at UT Arlington. 
You must receive a passing grade on your performance or project to graduate. 


