HISTORY 3362-001

Cities and Suburbs in United States History

Spring  2012

12:30-1:50 Tues-Thurs, UH 008
Dr. Robert B. Fairbanks







 

University Hall  349

fairbank@uta.edu










Office Hours 

2:00-3:20 PM Tues, Thurs


Wed. 11-12 and by apt.
History Web Page www.uta.edu/history
It can be argued that the rise of the city was the most important development in the history of the 19th century and the rise of the suburb is one of the most important developments of the 20th century.  This course explores the reasons for city and suburban growth in American history. Special attention is given to social, economic, technological and humanistic factors that promoted urban and suburban development.  The course also tracks the consequences of city and suburban growth looking at social, economic, cultural, and political consequences of the centralizing and then decentralizing of such large numbers of people.  Special attention is given to the changing spatial patterns found in urban and suburban America as well as the various experiences of different types of peoples in both cities and suburbs. In addition, we will explore urban problem solving and the changing perceptions of cities and suburbs over time.  Finally, the course looks at the impact that cities have had on America throughout our history.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

On completion of this course students will be able to do the following:

1. Identify and discuss the different chronological phases in city and suburban history as related to economic, transportation, and cultural transformation

2. Explain the role of the human agent on the growth and development of urban America.
3. Discuss the role of race and class in the development of metropolitan America

4. Analyze selected interpretations of urban and suburban development

5. Critique the impact of urban development on the history of the nation

REQUIREMENTS

Attendance and Participation  40 points
I expect all students to attend all classes.  Sometimes that may be impossible but if you miss more than 3 classes (unless excused) you will lose three points for each additional class you miss. As a result it may be possible to lose up to 40 points for missing classes. Students are also expected to be on time to class and after coming to class late the third time I may take one point off for every additional tardiness. You can also lose points for disruptive classroom behavior including cell phones that ring and leaving in the middle of the class. If you miss two or fewer classes you will automatically receive 15 points at the end of the semester for class participation.  The other 25 points will be for meaningful contribution to class discussions as well as for successful class writing assignments.  You should always come to class prepared and ready to discuss whatever reading that has been assigned for the day. In addition to reading the texts at the assigned time, students are expected to participate in classroom discussions. You are responsible for withdrawing from the course if you stop attending class. 

Tests   300 points

Students will take two 100-point exams during the semester and a 100-point final.  Exams are essay in nature and should be written in bluebooks.  Make-up exams are available only at the instructor’s convenience and are allowed only for excused absences.  

Primary Source Papers  100 points

You will produce two, 2-3-page papers that analyze some primary source.  Each paper is worth 50 points. Your first paper will be on a primary source entitled : A Frenchman's Impressions of Early Cincinnati." Your second paper will analyze the introduction of the government report Our Cities; Their Role in the National Economy.  See below under required readings for their website. The guideline for the first primary source exercise can be found at Course materials on Blackboard


Discussion Board on Blackboard/60 points
We will use blackboard for not only posting study guides and other course (eg syllabus) related materials but also for discussion of of class. I will also take grades for discussion entries throughout the semester. Students should provide a minimum of 4 discussion entries. I will post questions on the readings as well as the lecture and discussions we have in class. At least 3 discussion entries should be on your readings. Other comments can be about the lectures, video or websites listed below. Additional discussion entries are welcomed and can contribute to your grade.  But all comments should demonstrate careful reading of the texts or engagement with the lectures and class discussions.  Questions are also welcomed. At least two comments should be provided by March 8.
REQUIRED READINGS
Books (available at bookstore)

Kenneth T. Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States

Daphen Spain, How Women Saved the City 

Jon Teaford, The Metropolitan Revolution: The Rise of Post-Urban America
Eric Monkonnon, America Becomes Urban : The Development of U.S. Cities and Town, 1780-1980  (Free E-Book)
 http://www.escholarship.org/editions/view?docId=ft8779p1zm;brand=ucpress
Primary Source Documents online (study guides for both are available on the course materials page of Blackboard)
**Michel Chevalier, Society, Manners, and Politics in the United States: Being a Series of Letters on North America
http://oll.libertyfund.org/index.php?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=2135&Itemid=27
**Our Cities: Their Role in the National Economy

http://www.archive.org/details/ourcitiestheirro00unitrich
Found on the Blackboard course materials page 
Allan Spear, "The Origins of the Urban Ghetto, 1870-1915" 
Richard C. Wade, "Urban Life in Western America, 1790-1830."

GRADING SCHEME

450-500 pts  
=   A



400-449 pts  
=   B



350-399 pts     
=   C

300-349 pts

=   D



Below 300 pts 
=   F

E-Culture Policy. Students need to consult their university e-mail address since this is the media I use contact you.  I take papers and other writing assignments in class and not through e-mail.  Exceptions can be granted in extenuating circumstances.  This class also uses Blackboard so students need to check it regularly for class information.
ASSIGNMENT AND LECTURE SCHEDULE
Jan. 17


Introducing History 3362 and the study of city and suburban history  (America Becomes Urban, xi-xvi, 1-8, optional 9-30) 

Commercial Community, 1607-1820

Jan. 19


Colonial Cities: Form and Function of Preindustrial Cities (Jackson 3-19) 

Jan. 24


Urban Growth and Development in Colonial America (America Becomes Urban, 31-68).    

Jan. 26


Cities in Early American History: the Revolution and the Transportation Revolution 
America (America Becomes Urban, 31-68).  

Jan. 31


The Urban West and South, Discussion of  "Urban Life in Western America, 1790-1830,” all" (found in class materials on Blackboard)
Residential Community, 1820-1880

Feb. 2


Life in the Walking City

Feb. 7-9
Responding to the City  First primary source assignment due on Feb. 9 ("A Frenchman's Impressions of Early Cincinnati," c. 1833) 

Feb. 14

The Emerging Service City (America Becomes Urban, 89-130)
Feb. 16

Politics and the Service City (America Becomes Urban, 131-157) (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eoZLMlEhHlk&feature=related


(first 9 minutes on Boss Tweed) 
Feb. 21

Early Suburbs (Jackson, 20-102), Discussion.


Feb. 23


Exam 1   


Organic Community, 1880-1950
Feb. 28


The New City: Urban Growth in the Age of Industry (Jackson, 103-137)

March 1


Life in the "New City" (America Becomes Urban, 158-181)
March 6-8


Comparing the Newcomers Experience:  Europeans, Blacks, and Hispanics,

discussion of "The Origins of the Urban Ghetto, 1870-1915 ," found in class

materials on Blackboard
March 8


Fixing the City: Tenement reform and planning as example 
March 12-16

Spring Break 

March 20

Progressive Era Reform, How Women Saved the City, all.  Class discussion
March 22


Politics and Government in the "New City"  

March 27
Metropolitanism and the Search for Community (Jackson, 138-189).
March 29  
Video  The City and discussion

April 3
Exam 2  
April 5
Washington and Urban America: the Great Depression and the New Deal (Jackson, 190-230, America Becomes Urban, 206-244, optional).)

April 10

Discussion Our Cities: Their Role in the National Economy.  Paper due.

April 12

World War II and Urban America 

City as Setting, 1950-2009

April 17


The New Suburbanization (Jackson, 231-271)

April 19

The Urban Crisis  (a reading of chapter 4. The Metropolitan Revolution would help)
April 24 

Discussion, intro and chapters 1-4  The Metropolitan Revolution

April 26

The Rise of the Urban Sunbelt and the Rise of the Postindustrial City (Jackson,

272-311)

May 1

Fragmented Metropolis 

May 3


Fragmented Metropolis pt. 2

Discussion, chapters 5-7 The Metropolitan Revolution
May 10


FINAL EXAM  11-1:30PM  

Web Sites of Interest

The Urban Past: An International Urban Bibliography

http://www.uoguelph.ca/history/urban/citybib.html
The Five Points Site

http://r2.gsa.gov/fivept/fphome.htm
Pullman, Illinois

http://www.pullman-museum.org/
Hull House and Its Neighborhoods

http://www.uic.edu/jaddams/hull/urbanexp/
Los Angeles and the Problem of Urban Historical Knowledge

http://cwis.usc.edu/dept/LAS/history/historylab/LAPUHK/index.html
The Great Chicago Fire: Web of Memory

http://www.chicagohs.org/fire/index.html
The Dramas of Haymarket

http://www.chicagohistory.org/dramas/index.htm
The Lower East Side Tenement House Museum Virtual Tour

http://www.tenement.org/Virtual_Tour/index_virtual.html
Virtual Greenbelt

http://otal.umd.edu/~vg/
City and Suburb: Chicago and Park Forest, Illinois

http://americanhistory.si.edu/ONTHEMOVE/exhibition/exhibition_15_4.html
Levittown: Documents of an Ideal American Suburb

http://tigger.uic.edu/~pbhales/Levittown/
Levittown: Building the Suburban Dream

http://www.statemuseumpa.org/levittown/two/j.html
The Newark and Detroit Riots of 1967

http://www.67riots.rutgers.edu/
The Urban History Association (lots of good links)

http://www.unl.edu/uha/links.html
Sanborn Maps

http://sanborn.umi.com/
Triangle Factory Fire

http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/
Harlem

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/iraas/harlem/index.html
urban history websites

http://vlib.iue.it/history/USA/urban.html
Academic Integrity.  Students who violate University rules on scholastic dishonesty (found in the Catalogue) are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the possibility of failure in the course and possible dismissal from the university.  Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the University, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced. Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2) Anyone who plagiarizes in writing their primary source exercise will receive a 0 for the project.

Disability Policy. The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112--The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.. As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodation" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.

Help for Students. The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. They include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Library Assistance. Rafia Mirza the Librarian for the 

History Department.  She can be reached at 817 272-7428 and by email at rafia@uta.edu You will find online databases for History at http:// www.uta.edu/library/research/rt-history.html  She is housed in room 311 Central Library. The webpage for Special Collections is http://libraries.uta.edu/SpecColl/
