The University of Texas at Arlington

Department of History

Spring 2009
African Diaspora I (4376-001)

Instructor: 


 Dr. Alusine Jalloh

Office Hours:
TTH, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 pm, or by appointment (817) 272-5676, 
Room 312, University Hall. E-mail: Jalloh@uta.edu
Student Disability: 
If you require an accommodation based on disability, I would like to
 meet with you in the privacy of my office the first week of the semester
 to be sure you are appropriately accommodated.

Drops:  
The instructor will not drop students for excessive absences. Students
 are responsible for dropping a course before the cut-off date for drops.
Not dropping the course results in an “F.”

Dishonest Policy:  
Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, 
plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or 
materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, 
taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give
 unfair advantage to a student, or the attempt to commit such acts.  
Students who violate University rules on scholastic dishonesty are
subject to disciplinary penalties, including the possibility of failure 
in the course and dismissal from the University. Since dishonesty
harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the University,
policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  

Course Description

     This course examines the major developments that have shaped the history of Africans and their
     descendants  in the Atlantic Ocean area from earliest times to the twentieth century. Emphasis will be placed on the comparative history of black diasporan communities and linkages between  Africans and their descendants in the diaspora. 


I. Course Requirements

1.  Class participation
-






      10%
  

2.  15-20 page typed research paper on a topic of the student’s selection with the

approval  of the instructor -                                                                                   30%

         3.  Final Examination
-                                                                                           60%

                 The research paper is due on the last day of class, Thursday, May 7, 2009.
II. Required Textbooks
1. Alusine Jalloh and Stephen E. Maizlish, eds.  The African Diaspora (College Station: Texas 
      A & M University Press, 1996).
2. Michael L. Conniff and Thomas J. Davis, eds. Africans in the Americas: A History of the Black Diaspora (New Jersey: The Blackburn Press, 1994).
3. Alusine Jalloh and Toyin Falola, eds. The United States and West Africa: Interactions  and 
Relations (Rochester: University of Rochester Press, 2008).

III. Course Outline

1. Definition  and Concept of the African (Black) Diaspora


Readings 
A. Jalloh and Maizlish, The African Diaspora, pp. 3-21.

B. Emmanuel Akyeampong,  “Africans in the Diaspora: the Diaspora 
and Africa” in African Affairs, Vol. 99  (2000): 183-215.
C. Jalloh and Falola, The United States and West Africa, pp. 1-37, 147-236.

D.  Alusine Jalloh,   “In Search of America: The New West African Diaspora,” in  Transatlantic History, eds Steven G. Reinhardt and Dennis Reinhartz (College Station:
   Texas A & M University Press, 2006), pp. 195-216. 

2. The Transatlantic Slave Trade and the Origins of the African Diaspora

Readings

A. Jalloh and Maizlish, The African Diaspora, pp. 39-125.
B.    Conniff and Davis, Africans in the Americas, pp. 1- 174. 

B. Jalloh and Falola, The United States and West Africa, pp. 1-37.

3. African Americans and West Africa

Readings
A. Jalloh and Falola, The United States and West Africa, pp. 61-89, 147- 213, 355-372.

                                  B.   Conniff and Davis, Africans in the Americas, pp. 292- 304.





Additional  Reading
1. David Northrup,  Africa’s Discovery of Europe, 1450-1850 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002).
2. Godfrey Mwakikagile, RelationsBetween Africans and African Americans: Misconceptions, Myths and Realities . Second Edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Continental Press, 2006).

3. James Fairhead, Tim Geysbeek, Svend E. Holsoe, and Melissa Leach, eds.  African-American Exploration in West Africa: Four Nineteenth-Century Diaries (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2003). 

4. Joseph E. Harris, ed.  Global Dimensions of the African Diaspora. Second Edition (Washington, DC: Howard University Press, 1993).

5. Elliot P. Skinner,  African Americans and U.S. Policy Toward Africa, 1850-1924 (Washington, DC: Howard University Press, 1992).

6. John A. Arthur,  Invisible Sojourners: African Immigrant Diaspora in the United States (London: Praeger,       2000).
7. Robert Johnson, Jr. ,  Why Blacks left America for Africa: Interviews with Black Repatriates, 1971-1999 (London: Praeger, 1999).

8. Simon Schama, Rough Crossings: Britain, the Slaves, and the American Revolution (New York: Ecco, 
2006).

9. Iyunolu Folayan,  The Amistad Revolt: Memory, Slavery, and the Politics of Identity in the United States 

      and Sierra Leone (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2003).

10. Rosalind Shaw,  Memories of the Slave Trade: Ritual and the Historical Imagination in Sierra Leone      (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002).

11. Mary Louise,  From Slavery to Freetown: Black Loyalists after the American Revolution (Jefferson, N.C.:           McFarland, 1999).  

12. John W. Pulis, ed.  Black Loyalists in the Afro-Atlantic World (New York:  Garland Publisher, 1999).

13.  James W. St. G. Walker,  The Black Loyalists: the Search for a Promised Land in Nova Scotia and Sierra Leone (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1992).

14. Ellen G. Wilson,  The Loyal Blacks (New York: Capricorn Books, 1976).

15. John Peterson,  Province of Freedom: A History of Sierra Leone, 1787-1870 (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1969).

Proposed Topics for Research Paper
1. West Africa before the transatlantic slave trade. 
2. The reasons for the transatlantic slave trade. 
3. The organization of the triangular trade.
4. The role of Africans in the transatlantic slave trade.

5. The role of Europeans in the transatlantic slave trade.

6. The effects of the transatlantic slave trade on West Africa.
7. Domestic slavery in West Africa. 

8. The new African diaspora.

9. The new West African diaspora in the United States.

10. Diaspora blacks and the founding of Sierra Leone.
11. African Americans (Americo-Liberians) and the founding of Liberia.

12. Relations between African Americans and the indigenous population in Sierra Leone.

13. Relations between African Americans and the local population in Liberia.

14. Relations between African Americans and West Africans.  

15. The “middle passage” in the transatlantic slave trade.

16. The contributions of African American Christian missionaries in West Africa.
17. European Christian missionaries and West Africa. 

18. African American political activities in West Africa.

19. Relations between continental Africans and African Americans in the United States.

20. The abolition of the slave trade.

21. The consequences of the abolition of the slave trade on West Africa.
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