German 1442

German Language and Culture, Level Two

      Spring Semester 2009

The Department of Modern Languages (817.272.3161)

The University of Texas at Arlington

Instructor of Record
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Ms. Kirsi Rossi
    * Office Hours: MW 12 am – 1 pm, or by appointment

    * Office: 210 Trimble Hall

    * Telephone: 817.272.5525 or 817.272.3161

    * E-mail: krossi@uta.edu

Course Information

    * Class meeting times:

          o MWF 9:00 a.m.–9:50 a.m. in TH02

    * Credit Hours: 4 (3 class and 1 lab)

    * Prerequisite(s): 1441 or equivalent with a grade of C or better
    * Additional Information on the Web at: http://german.uta.edu

    * German Course Web site: http://langlab.uta.edu/german/courses/

Required Materials

    * Kontakte, 6th edition (textbook, workbook) by Terrell, Tschirner, Nikolai

    * Quia online workbook (explained in class) OR Kontakte paper workbook

    * English-German and German-English dictionary at: http://dict.leo.org
Kontakte: A Communicative Approach, 6th edition, Tracy D. Terrell, Late, University of California, San Diego,

Erwin Tschirner, Herder-Institute, Universität Leipzig, Brigitte Nikolai, Werner-von-Siemens-Gymnasium, Bad Harzburg

Course Description

German 1442 is a 4-hour course in German language and culture, consisting of three class meetings and one lab hour per week. Class meetings are on campus, but the lab hours can be done at any time and place. The course emphasizes immersion in the culture and language of German-speaking countries. 
Course Objectives

Every week students will practice listening, reading, speaking, and writing both in and outside of class. The culture and geography of German-speaking countries will also be explored. Grammatical functions will be analyzed and used, and there will be a heavy emphasis on learning vocabulary. This course will strive to engage students in the appreciation and acceptance of language, diversity, and change in an increasingly global society.

Intended Student Learning Outcomes/Goals

Reading:

    You will be able to read German texts online, with the aid of strategies you have learned, and tools which you have learned to use. You will be able to summarize a short text or answer comprehension questions relating to it. You will be able to analyze the text in English by drawing comparisons between your home culture and the German-speaking culture. 

Writing:

    You will write a short descriptive and narrative text or letter on a familiar topic, such as plans for visiting a friend, describing one's surroundings, and talking about one's friends and family. You will be able to incorporate adjectives expressing opinion or analysis. Form, vocabulary, and usage will be accurate enough to be understood by a native speaker of German. 

Listening:

    You will understand a familiar text, or an unfamiliar text using familiar vocabulary and expressions. You will understand blocks of speech several utterances long, which are directed to you and relate to familiar topics. You will comprehend simple classroom discussions in German. 

Speaking:

    You will have an active vocabulary of basic phrases, and will read aloud a familiar paragraph, in the form of a timed statement, demonstrating correct pronunciation, phrasing, and acceptable speed. 

Grammar:

    You will identify modal verbs and learn the conversational past tense. while further learning about the present tense. You will be able to write sentences containing the dative case, including the dative of location, as well as prepositions with the accusative case. 

Vocabulary:

    Your passive vocabulary includes terms relating to clothing, personal characteristics, friendship, houses and furniture, body parts; expressing suggestions, ability, fondness, obligation, permission, necessity, desire, and other attitudes. Some of this vocabulary is active. 

Culture:

    You will demonstrate an understanding of the culture of the German-speaking peoples of Europe, especially as it relates to daily life, the way time is spent in those cultures, the ways people live, and how that creates one’s understanding of oneself as a German speaker. 

Method of Evaluation

The grade will be based on

    * 50% Written tests

o 15% Chapter 4 

Ereignisse und Erinnerungen: Events and Memories. Topics of the chapter include living, everything outside of work: daily life, vacation and leisure time, birthdays and other significant holidays.

o 15% Chapter 5 

Geld und Arbeit: Money and Work. Topics of the chapter include the world of work and what one does with the money one receives for that work

         
o 20% Chapter 6 

Wohnen: Living. Topics of the chapter include how Germans live, in terms of home and habitat

    * 10% Oral Test (end of semester) Using and understanding German in class will be included in your Oral Test’s grade

    * 10% Semester Project



    * 30% Homework, dictations, quizzes, lab, attendance/effort.  
Grade Scale

A = 100-90

B = 89-90

C = 79-70

D = 69-60

F = 59-0

Methods of Presentation

The instructor may use lectures, debates, group/individual in-class oral or written work, group/individual projects, Internet projects, music or videos.

Make-up Exams and Quizzes

Make-up quizzes will not be given. Make-up exams are given only in the case of emergencies and require documentation. Any other considerations will be made on a case-by-case basis. When possible, please notify me in advance of absences on scheduled exam dates.

Attendance

Regular classroom attendance is expected of all students. All classes and exams are based upon that assumption. You are responsible for acquiring class notes if you have to miss. Ultimately you will find that regular attendance is essential for a satisfactory grade performance. In addition, borderline grades are adjusted based on class participation and performance. Students are allowed three "free" absences to use for emergencies. For every subsequent absence, .5 will be deducted from a student’s final grade. Students missing more than 10 minutes of class, at any time during class, will be declared absent. Three tardies will count as one absence. If you miss class, information of homework will be on WebCT: http://www.uta.edu/webct/ under ‘Tagesablauf and the date of class’ OR in your MavMail.

Disruptive Behavior

Disruptive behavior, which keeps other students from learning, will not be tolerated. Students who engage in such behavior will be cautioned first, then more drastic measures will be taken.

Final Review Week

A period of five class days prior to the first day of final exams is designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final exams. During this week, no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any exams constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except make-up tests, and no instructor shall give any portion of the final exam. Classes are held as scheduled during this week.

Language Lab

The Language Acquisition Center (LAC), located on the third floor of Trimble Hall, offers audio, video, and computer services. Your instructor will guide you in your use of the "Lab" and its holdings. LAC Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The German Language Society (German Club)

The German Language Society is open for membership to all students interested in the German language and culture who wish to meet with others of similar interests. Activities include meetings, Kaffeeklatsch, outings, and parties. Meeting times will be announced in class / on the web page http://langlab.uta.edu/german/club/
Withdrawals

Please note that the last day to withdraw from class with a "W" is April 3, 2009. Be aware that after this date you will receive an academic grade in the course. Initiating the drop procedure is the student's responsibility. If you have any questions about withdrawals, please see me after class.

Student Support Services Available

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. They include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817.272.6107 for more information and appropriate referrals. For this class specifically, I will offer tutoring and review sessions on an as-needed basis.

Certificate of Proficiency

A certificate of proficiency in German will be awarded to students who place at or above the 80% mark on both written and oral exams in German 2314 (Level 4).

Americans with Disabilities Act

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112--The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As an instructor, I am required by law to provide reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. It is the student’s responsibility to inform faculty at the beginning of the semester and to provide authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.

Academic Dishonesty

It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.

    Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts. (Regents' Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3.2, Subdivision 3.22)

More specifically for this class, please remember that translating someone else's work into another language without attribution falls under the rubric of plagiarism. Also, please keep in mind that information freely available or otherwise on the Internet is to be treated like all other source material and must be fully documented. Please cite, attribute, and document carefully. If in doubt, check with your instructor. A style manual such as the one issued by the Modern Language Association is an invaluable resource for citation guidelines. Finally, bear in mind that translation programs normally do a poor job of translating. They only provide raw data which must be reworked and polished.

Electronic Communication Policy

The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University “MavMail” address as the sole official means of communication with students.  MavMail is used to remind students of important deadlines, advertise events and activities, and permit the University to conduct official transactions exclusively by electronic means. For example, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation are now sent to students through the MavMail system. 
All students are assigned a MavMail account. Students are responsible for checking their MavMail regularly. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/email/.    

  

There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active even after they graduate from UT Arlington.

Dates of Importance

January 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday

January 20: First Day of Classes

January 20-25: Late Registration

February 4: Census Date

March 16-20: Spring Vacation

April 3: Last Day to Drop Classes

April 6: Registration for Summer 2009 and Fall 2009

May 8: Last Day of Classes

May 9-15: Final Exams

Course Schedule

(Tuesday, January 20: First Day of the Semester)
   1. January 21: First Day of Course
   2. January 23: Review
   3. January 26: Review

   4. January 28: Begin Chapter 4
   5. January 30:

   6. February 2:

   7. February 4:

   8. February 6:

   9. February 9:  
  10. February 11:  
  11. February 13:
  12. February 16:

  13. February 17:

  14. February 20:

  15. February 23:  
  16. February 25: Chapter 4 Exam

  17. February 27: Begin Chapter 5
  18. March 2:

  19. March 4:

  20. March 6:

  21. March 9: 

  22. March 11: 

  23. March 13:

March 16-20: Spring Vacation

  24. March 23:

  25. March 25:

  26. March 27:

  27. March 30: 
  28. April 1: Chapter 5 Exam
  29. April 3: Begin Chapter 6
  30. April 6:

  31. April 8:

  32. April 10:

  33. April 13:  
  34. April 15:  
  35. April 17:

  36. April 20:

  37. April 22:

  38. April 24:

  39. April 27: Oral Exams

  40. April 29: Oral Exams

  41. May 1: Semester Project

  42. May 4:

  43. May 6:

  44. May 8: Last Day of Class

Week of May 5: Final Exam, Cumulative, Emphasis on Chapter 6

Department of Modern Languages, Box 19557, Arlington, Texas 76019

The University of Texas at Arlington

Phone 817.272.3161 | Fax 817.272.5408
