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US WOMEN’S HISTORY 1860 TO THE PRESENT
HIST/WOMS 3311
SPRING 2009
Professor Stephanie Cole

Office: UH 314






Hours: T/Th 2-4 p.m. & by appt.


Phone: 817-272-2868

Email: scole@uta.edu




FAX: 817-272-2852

Course Objectives:
In the 150 years since the Civil War, women’s lives have changed in dramatic ways.  In acquiring the right to vote and the responsibilities of working both inside and outside their homes, women have come closer to being full participants in US polity and society than ever before.  Yet that participation has varied across class, racial and ethnic lines.  In this course we will investigate not only the social, economic, and political shifts which have affected and been affected by women, but also the diversity within the female experience. We will study active women who lobbied for political change and worked to reform society as well as more ordinary women who had families and developed careers.  Our vehicle for these investigations will often be individual women’s stories found in novels, memoirs, and biographies, as well as oral history interviews conducted by enrolled members of the class.  As in any history course, the reading list, paper assignments and class projects are intended to aid you in further developing your talents in thinking, writing, and speaking critically about historical texts.

Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will be able to discern the differences between primary and secondary sources, in order to learn how to build an historical argument.

2. Students will be able to choose the relevant facts and perspectives from available primary and secondary sources to build a sound historical argument.

3. Students will be able to write an essay that makes an argument based in an accurate understanding of the historical context, relies on evidence, and has proper grammar and style. 

4. Students will be able to recount several ways in which race, class and/or ethnicity have played a part in differentiating U.S. women’s experiences in order to build an understanding of how distinct contexts shaped Americans’ lives.
5. Students will be able to contrast different stages of economic and political development in the U.S. between 1880s and 1980s, in order to build an understanding about how a changing historical context shaped Americans’ lives. 

6. Students will be able to identify similarities and differences between the experiences of women of different eras and ethnicities/classes/races.  This ability will help them demonstrate their awareness of how different historical contexts shape women’s lives in the U.S.    
Course Requirements: 

1)  2 take-home essays in lieu of exams (20% each, total 40%).  For these short papers (4-5 pages), I’ll give you the question (or choice of questions) about a week ahead of time.  They will require you to think about class lectures, readings, and your own take on issues discussed in class.  You are encouraged to consult with me if you need help getting started or feel unsure about your essay draft.  When I hand out the questions, I will discuss with you what makes an “A” paper, “B” paper, etc.

2) Oral history project (20%).  Each student will interview a woman who was born prior to 1970, and is currently living in the U.S. Using class information and a small amount of research in the library, and while working with one or two classmates with a similar topic, you will put your subject’s experience into the context of recent American history for a short (10 minute) class presentation. When each team makes its presentation, each student must hand in a separate reference list (with at least 2-3 cites) and one-page summary of the ways in which his/her subject fit into (or contradicted what we know about) her historical milieu.  Complete directions will follow.
3) 4 short objective reading quizzes (10% each, lowest one dropped, total 30%). Because there is one drop, there will be NO MAKE-UPS for these quizzes.  They will be held at the beginning of class, and are meant to quiz only on reading content, and not on interpretation. 

4) Class participation (10%).  Good participation includes asking questions as much as knowing the answers to ones I might ask, being in class on a regular basis, and making sure you have the readings done before class starts as often as humanly possible.  Because reading assignments average about 40-50 pages per class, keeping up is essential.  Please bring the book under discussion to class, including the text.
Required Reading

Buhle et al, Women and the Making of America, Volume 2 
Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers
Jade Snow Wong, Fifth Chinese Daughter
Elva Treviño Hart, Barefoot Heart

Susan Oliver, Betty Friedan 
Class attendance: Because participation is a significant part of this course, you should be in class, on time, and as often as humanly possible, prepared.  Regular absences, tardiness, failure to have the readings completed will detract from your final grade.

Drops: The last day to drop is April 3, 2009, and the responsibility is yours. I will not drop for non-attendance.  

Student Services:  The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  They include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Student Disability: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and the letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112 --The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.  With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. 

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Student responsibility rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.

Dishonesty Policy: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a complete unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form.  All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures.  Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.

 “Scholastic Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student, or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22. 

Schedule of Assignments
UNIT 1

There is no “essential woman”: Race, Class, Ethnicity, and Region in Early 20th C U.S.
Week 1 – Freed Slaves, Miners, Mormons and Indians: Household Structure and Women’s Power  

Jan. 22 – Read Buhle, Women and Making of America, chapter 11, but esp. 332-42, and 351-59 (bring book to class).
Week 2 – New Work, New Cities, New Women

Jan. 25 – Read Women and Making of America, ch. 12 (362-92)

Jan. 27 – Read Breadgivers (to ~ page 88)
Week 3 –  Immigration, part 1: Being Jewish and Female in NYC; Reforming Women 
Feb. 3 – Read: Bread Givers ALL;
QUIZ #1 on Breadgivers and Buhle text
Feb. 5 – Read: Women and the Making of America; ch. 13 (398-427)
Feb. 3 - QUIZ #1 on Breadgivers and Women and Making of America (partial ch. 11 and all ch. 12). Quiz at beginning of class; latecomers will need to drop it.
Week 4 – New Morality and the Progressive Era

Feb. 10 –  Read Women and Making of America, ch. 14 (432-459)

Feb. 12 – Read Women and Making of America, ch. 15 (464-496)
Week 5 – Jazz Age, and Being Black and Female outside of the South

Feb. 17 – Read Women and the Making of America, ch. 16 (502-534)


Feb. 19 – Start reading Wong, Fifth Chinese Daughter (for next week)

Week 6 –  Being Chinese and Female in California
Feb. 24 – Read: Wong, Fifth Chinese Daughter, 1-111; Review text 371-73 AND 553-555

Feb. 26 – Wong, 112- 247; QUIZ #2 on Fifth Chinese Daughter and Buhle text
Feb. 26 – QUIZ #2 on Fifth Chinese Daughter and Women and Making of America (chapters 13, 14, and 15) – at the beginning of class.
Week 7 – The Depression and World War

Mar.3 – Read Women and Making of America, ch. 17 (540-72)

Mar. 5 – Start reading Barefoot Heart (for next week)
Week 8 – Being Mexican and Female in Texas
Mar. 10 – Read Hart, Barefoot Heart (to page 97, at least), Review text 344-45 and 555-56

Mar. 12 – Read  Hart, Barefoot Heart (to end); QUIZ #3 on Hart and Buhle text



 Midterm question handed out this week; due on MARCH 26, 2009
MAR. 12 – QUIZ #3 on Barefoot Heart and Women and Making of America (chapters 16, 17)
*****Spring Break, March 16-21, 2009 *****
Unit 2

A Changing World for Women

Week 9 – World War II Homefronts

Mar. 24 – Read Women and Making of America, ch. 18 (576-611)

Mar. 26 – MIDTERM ESSAY DUE IN CLASS
Week 10 –  The Feminine Mystique

Mar. 31 –  Read Women and the Making of America, ch. 19 (616-648)

Apr. 2 - Read Oliver, Betty Friedan, chapters 1-4
Week 11 – Civil Rights and a New Political Awareness

Apr. 7 – Read Women and Making of America, ch. 20 (652-684) 

Apr. 9 – Read Oliver, Betty Friedan, chapters 5-8
Week 12 – New Feminists

Apr. 14 – Read Women and Making of America, ch. 21 (688-719)

Apr. 16 – Read Oliver, Betty Friedan, to end
Week 13 – Backlash and current issues
Apr. 21 – Read Women and Making of America, ch. 22 (724-64) Quiz #4 on Friedan and Buhle text
Apr. 23 – No new reading; prepping for presentations
APRIL 21 – QUIZ #4 on Betty Friedan and Women and Making of America (chapters 18-22)
Weeks 14 & 15 – Class presentations; review if necessary
Apr. 28 – no new reading; presentations

Apr. 30 – no new reading; presentations
May 5 – no new reading; presentations; final exam question handed out


May 7 – no new reading; presentations 
May 14, 2009 – Final exam essay due in class at 11 a.m., or in my office, UH 314, by noon.  If I’ve stepped out, you may hand it in to the office staff in UH 202.
