Course Title
TOPICS IN GEOLOGY:
Global Environment and Human Health
Course Number 
Lecture: GEOL 4305-004
Lab.: Geol 1137-001
Course Location and Time
Lecture: Geosciences (GS) Room104, TR 9.30-10.50am
Lab.: GS 246, R 12.30-1.50
Instructor

Andrew Hunt, Ph.D.

Room 333A, Geoscience Building
 HUNT@UTA.edu
Office hours: By appointment
Mail Box
Students may leave messages for Dr. Hunt at the Earth and Environmental Science Department Office.  Give your messages to a Department Secretary who will place them in the appropriate mail box.
Course Prerequisites: GEOL 1425, GEOL 1426
Enrollment: Maximum 20
Description of Course Content: GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT and HUMAN HEALTH
The course is in three sections.
1.  people progress & nature and impact on human health
· Population dynamics

· Population explosion

· Mass urbanization

· Population control

· Health impact of birth control

· Family planning in the third world

· Global food predicament

· Health impact of hunger

· Genetically modified crops

· Impact on growth on ecosystems

· Degradation of land resources

· Loss of biodiversity

2. the toxic environment
· Environmental Diseases

· Birth defects

· Cancer

· Toxic Substances

· Organics (PCBs, Dioxin)

· Inorganics (Lead, Mercury, Asbestos)

· Pests and Pesticides

· Health problems of pests

· Health problems of pesticides

· Food Quality

· Contaminants

· Additives

· Radiation

· Ionizing radiation

· Electromagnetic fields
3. environmental degradation

· Atmosphere Degradation and Health

· Global warming

· Effect of global warming

· Air Pollution and Health

· Sources of air pollution

· Impact of air pollution and health

· Water Pollution and Health

· Controlling water pollution

· Health problems of water pollution

· Solid and Hazardous Waste and Health

· Nature of Hazardous wastes

· Health effects of hazardous wastes

· Disposal of hazardous wastes 

Required Textbook and Materials:  “OUR GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT: A Health Perspective” by Anne Nadakavukaren, 6th Edition, 2006, Waveland Press, long Grove, IL.
Course Description:  This course is an introductory course on how human activity affects the global environment and how global environmental changes subsequently effect human health.  The first part of the course will review the effects of the world population on the environment. The second part of the course will address the role of human activities in creating a toxic environment and resulting adverse health effects. The third part of the course will assess the impact on human health of our degraded environment caused by human activities. 
Course Learning Goals/Objectives: The principal goal of this course is to familiarize the students with the relationship between man’s impact on global systems and the resultant effect on human health. Upon completion of this course, students will be able to discuss the ways in which man has modified the global environment producing adverse consequences. Students should also understand the linkages between adverse health outcomes and the impact human activities have had on the environment.
Attendance and Drop Policy: Attendance is mandatory and promptness is expected. The instructor reserves the right to deny entrance into the class if students are late. The instructor also reserves the right to remove any student that disrupts the learning process. Attendance will be periodically monitored.  All university policies governing course withdrawal will be applied.  Withdrawal will be permitted for students making progress in the course who encounter unexpected difficulties. 
Dropping a Course: Students should be advised to see their major department advisor (undergraduate or graduate) for a drop slip which will be signed by the instructor.
Students Dropped for Nonpayment of Tuition or Fees
A student administratively dropped from the course for nonpayment of tuition or fees cannot attend class until after all outstanding bills for tuition and fees have been paid.
Specific Course Requirements:  None
Examinations: There will be two exams.  The final exam will NOT be comprehensive. The format for exams will be essay questions. You are required to take all two exams.  If you miss an exam, a grade of zero will be given. There is no provision for taking a make-up exam in this course unless documentation for a University-approved excuse (see Catalog) is received within one week of the exam date.
Grade Calculation: The two exams will each contribute 50% to the final grade. The scores from each exam will be combined and a letter grade will be assigned where A > 90%, B > 80%, C > 70%, D > 60%, F < 60%. A rubric outlining the elements of the grading process will be provided at the start of the course.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):  If you are a student who requires accommodations in compliance with the ADA, please consult with me at the beginning of the semester. As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.   Your responsibility is to inform me of the disability at the beginning of the semester and provide me with documentation authorizing the specific accommodation.  Student services at UTA include the Office for Students with Disabilities (located in the lower level of the University Center) which is responsible for verifying and implementing accommodations to ensure equal opportunity in all programs and activities.

Student Support Services:  The University supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  They include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Academic Dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form at The University of Texas at Arlington. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.
“Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2., Subdivision 3.22). 

Bomb Threats:  If anyone is tempted to call in a bomb threat, be aware that UTA will attempt to trace the phone call and prosecute all responsible parties.  Every effort will be made to avoid cancellation of presentations/tests caused by bomb threats.  Unannounced alternate sites will be available for these classes.   Your instructor will make you aware of alternate class sites in the event that your classroom is not available.

MavMail

The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted MavMail (e-mail) as an official means of communication with students.   Students are required to check MavMail regularly.  Further information regarding your student email account can be found at:   http://www.uta.edu/oit/email/.
.

