SUPA 5301: Foundations of Urban Politics and Economics 

Course Description and Objectives
 

Urban policies are formulated in the political and economic environment of communities, and there is a high degree of interaction between governmental and economic institutions. The purpose of this course is to provide students with an understanding of basic political and economic structures and processes. In the first half of the course, we will focus on economics, emphasizing contending ways of understanding market economies, economic actors, and the role of government. By the end of the first half, it should become evident that economic understandings have profound political and policy implications. In the second half, politics will be our focus, with an emphasis on different understandings of urban politics as well as on the diverse institutions and actors that carry out urban politics. By the end of the second half, it will again become evident that urban politics has economic implications.

Textbooks and Other Required Materials 

Required Textbooks:
J. M. Levy. 1995. Essential Microeconomics for Public Policy Analysis. Westport, CT: Praeger.

P. Kantor and D. Judd, eds. 2008. American Urban Politics in a Global Age: The Reader, 5th Edition. New York: Pearson Longman Publishers

Both texts are available online from the UTA bookstore.
Course Packet:
A course packet is required and available from the UTA bookstore.

Optional Text: 
Recommended for students desiring additional explication of ideas:
P. Samuelson & W. Nordhaus. 2001. Economics, Seventeenth Edition. New York: McGraw-Hill.

Student Learning Outcomes 

After completion of this course, students will be able to:

*Identify and explain the relationships between government and economic institutions in the United States

*Articulate the major theories and components of market economies, including rational decision-making, exploitation of labor, and the allocation of resources

*Distinguish the characteristics of alternative economic paradigms

*Apply economic and political theories to modern metropolitan America

*Analyze the process of economic restructuring on urban places

*Describe the historical political movements in central cities
*Chart the organization of local political units in the US
Instructors' Contact Information
 

Instructor:
Colleen Casey, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor
Office Location:
University Hall, Room 526

Office Hours and Policy:
By appointment (contact me preferably via e-mail to schedule an appointment or by telephone if necessary)

E-mail Address and Policy:
colleenc@uta.edu
I will generally respond to your email between 36-48 hours after receiving it.  After 48 hours, if you have not received a response, it is your responsibility to follow-up with me to ensure that I received your message. If your message demands urgent attention (defined as needing a response within 24 hours), please indicate that in the subject line and I will do my best to respond within that time frame. 

Mailing Address:


School of Urban and Public Affairs

University of Texas at Arlington 

Box 19588

Arlington, TX 76019
Telephone Number:
817.272.3356
Course Requirements and Grading Policy 

This course requires completion of online lessons, assigned readings, discussion questions, and two examinations.

Lessons and Readings: Each lesson contains an online lecture and also a required reading assignment. You are required to read both the online lecture and the reading assignments for each lesson. Not doing so could adversely affect your performance on the exams.
Discussion Questions: At the end of each lesson, there is a set of discussion questions. You are required to post responses to each set of questions to the Discussion Board. Your answers are due by the date stated in the Course Calendar (p. 11 of this Syllabus). Detailed information about this requirement is found on p. 10 of this Syllabus.

Examinations: The midterm and final exams are a mix of essay and multiple-choice exams. More information about the exams, including dates, times, study tips, etc. will be posted to the course announcement page by the instructor. 

Your grade will be computed as follows:

Discussion Board Participation
10%

Midterm Examination

45%

Final Examination


45%

Exam Instructions:
 

There is a midterm and final exam for this course. Each exam is worth 45% of your course grade. The midterm exam covers material in lessons 1 through 7. The midterm consists of one essay question worth 30 points and thirty-five multiple choice questions worth 2 points each (the midterm exam is worth 100 points total). The final exam covers material in lessons 8 through 13. The final exam consists of four essay questions worth 13 points each, and twenty-four multiple choice questions worth 2 points each (the final exam is worth 100 points total).

Both the midterm and final exams are administered on the website. When you are ready to take the exam, go to the “Tests” link on the course homepage. You will have 65 minutes to complete each exam, and then you will be logged off. Make sure you allow yourself this time without interruption.

The exams are closed note and closed book. While this policy cannot be enforced with online exams, you must complete the exam within 65 minutes, and if you use this time to search through notes and readings rather than focusing on the exam, there is a very strong chance you will not complete the exam.

WARNING: Once you begin the exam, you will not be able to quit and start again. So, do not start the exam until you have studied and are ready to take it. Do not click on the “Tests” link just to see if works since this will begin the exam process and this will be your only chance at taking the exam.

Exam dates: The Course Calendar lists when each exam is due and will be available on the online course syllabus. You may take an exam early but you must have it completed by the deadline. It would be a good idea not to wait until the deadline to take the exam in case you have technical difficulties that need resolving. Technical difficulties are not an excuse for not completing the exams according to the deadlines indicated. Tests not submitted by the deadline will receive a score of zero.
Discussion Board Requirements:
 

At the end of each lesson, there is a set of discussion questions. Altogether, the discussion questions are worth 10% of your course grade. Your answers are due by the date stated in the Course Calendar (p. 11 of this Syllabus).

Please be sure to post your replies to the discussion board itself. Do not post your replies to the discussion questions as attachments (attachments can contain viruses and also they slow down the process of reading through your replies). Replies to the discussion questions that are posted as attachments will not be read by the instructor.

In order to receive the full 10%, you must reply to the discussion questions for lessons two through thirteen. Replying to discussion questions for lesson one is recommended to help review for the midterm but is not required to receive full credit for the discussion board.

The discussion questions are like study questions and are thus a good way to help prepare for the exams. There are four aspects that are required of students in replying to the discussion questions:

Before posting your replies to a set of discussion questions, students are encouraged to discuss their replies to the discussion questions using the course Chat Tool (this is not a requirement but is encouraged).

When it comes time to actually posting your replies to the discussion board, please write your replies independently for yourself. Replies to the discussion questions must be “substantive.” That is, you must back up your comments with information from the assigned readings or online lessons; personal opinions or experiences will not count as meeting the requirement.

As part of assessing your responses to the discussion questions, you are also asked to rate your own answers on a scale of 1 to 4, with 4 being “I understand the material that is covered in these discussion questions really well and think my answers are on target” and 1 being “I still am not sure I understand the material that is covered in these discussion questions and could use further review of the material.”

To help with mastering the material in a way that helps prepare you for the exam, you are also required to submit one multiple choice exam question on a particular issue in the material covered by the discussion questions. (Here are some tips on how to write a good multiple choice question: http://tep.uoregon.edu/resources/assessment/multiplechoicequestions/practicalsuggestions.html ). 

NOTES:

i) it is considered plagiarism to copy another student’s answers, or the online lessons, or any other published source, without proper attribution and citation (see p. 6 of the syllabus for more information)

ii) attachments are not accepted and will not be read by the instructor

Responses to discussion questions, including your exam question, are not graded. Rather, credit is given for each set of answers that is well-written and thoughtful. If your answers to a particular set of discussion questions need substantial improvement, the instructor will contact you to give you a chance to rewrite and improve your answers. If you choose not to redo your answers, then no credit will be given for that set of discussion questions.

Credit for the discussion questions is posted twice a semester to the online gradebook, once after the midterm exam, and again after the final exam.

In addition to responses to discussion questions, students may also use the discussion board for posting comments, feedback, questions, or discussion items on the discussion board.

If you need to discuss an issue with your instructor privately, you should do so by e-mail.

Course Policy on Academic Dishonesty
 

Plagiarism is defined by UT Arlington as:

-Using someone else's work in your assignment without appropriate acknowledgement.

-Making slight variations in the language and then failing to give credit to the source.

Cheating is defined by UT Arlington as:

-Copying another's test or assignment.

-Communication with another during an exam or assignment (i.e. written, oral or otherwise).

-Giving or seeking aid from another when not permitted by the instructor.

-Possessing or using unauthorized materials during the test.

-Buying, using, stealing, transporting, or soliciting a test, draft of a test, or answer key.

Any student in this course who engages in plagiarism, cheating, or any other conduct that is prohibited by the Regents’ Rules and Regulations or the rules of the University, or by federal, state, local law or regulation, will be subject to disciplinary action. This action will include an investigation by the Director of Student Judicial Affairs. Sanctions will range from an official warning letter, disciplinary probation, suspension, to permanent expulsion from the University.

More information about UT Arlington's plagiarism and academic dishonesty policy is here: http://www2.uta.edu/discipline/text_aca_integrity.htm and here: https://www.uta.edu/gradcatalog/general_info#dishonesty.
More information about the definition of plagiarism, and how to properly cite sources is here: http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/. UT Arlington Library has an online tutorial about plagiarism here: http://library.uta.edu/tutorials/Plagiarism/ 

It is STRONGLY urged that you take this tutorial and understand what plagiarism is and how to avoid it.
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