Fall 2009 SYLLABUS- URPA 5305

URPA 5305 Theories of Urban Society

Instructor: Maria Martinez-Cosio

Time and Place of Class Meetings: Mondays 7-9:50 p.m. 

contact information

	Phone
	817-272-3302
	FAX
	817-272-5008

	Office
	University Hall 544
	E-mail
	mcosio@uta.edu

	Office Hours
	M & T 5-7 p.m.
	Web

Page
	www.uta.edu/faculty/mcosio


Measurable Student Learning Outcomes:

•  Students will be able to describe the major sociological theories of U.S. urban society

•  Students will be able to critique and analyze theories of U.S. urban society and apply them to select subject areas

• Students will create a literature review appropriate for a graduate level course

• Students will learn to analyze their peers’ writing by engaging in a critique/peer review.

• Students will demonstrate their ability to analyze and edit their own writing using APA style.

Textbook and Other Course Materials Requirements:

1.  Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA); 5th edition (July, 2001). Published by the American Psychological Association (APA). ISBN 557987912

2. Florida, Richard. (2003). The Rise of the Creative Class: And How its Transforming Work, Leisure, Community and Everyday Life. NY: Basic Books.
3. Jacobs, Jane. 1961. The Death and Life of Great American Cities.  Vintage Books.

4. Putnam, Robert. 2001. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community.  New York: Simon and Schuster. Paperback  edition
5. Massey, Douglas and Nancy Denton. 1993. American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the Underclass.  Harvard Press.  ISBN 0674018214.

6. Park, Robert E. and Ernest Burgess. 1967. The City: Suggestion for the Investigation of Human Behavior in the Urban Environment. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

8. Kivisto, Peter. 2007. Illuminating Social Life: Classical and Contemporary Theory Revisited, 4th ed. MUST BE THE 2007, 4TH  EDITION.

9. Strunk, William. 1999. The Elements of Style. NY: Longman.

10. Wilson, William J. 2009. Being black and poor in the inner city. NY: W.W. Norton & Co.

COURSE Readings available on MavSpace. Access through a link I will email you before classes begin. Please let me know f you have not received this link by the first day of classes.

Description of Course Content:

This course examines the foundational theoretical perspectives of urban society. Special emphasis is given to understanding and evaluating social theories, particularly as they apply to postmodern cities. I am also interested in exploring what is urban. And more importantly, how does race, class and gender intersect with urban space.

Descriptions of major assignments and examinations with due dates:

1. LITERATURE REVIEW (30 points):  Students will choose a research question or topic as a focus for an 8-10 page literature review. This assignment may be helpful for either masters or doctoral students to begin developing the literature for their thesis/dissertation.  For information on literature reviews, please refer to http://library.ucsc.edu/ref/howto/literaturereview.html or the University of Wisconsin’s site http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/ReviewofLiterature.html
2. FOUR PAPERS  (15 points each):  5-8 page essays answering a specific question as outlined in the syllabus.
3. COURSE PARTICIPATION (10 points):  as graduate students I expect active participation guided by your careful reading of the assigned texts and respectful acknowledgement of views that may differ from your own. Class participation can always help your grade. Ask questions. Challenge the readings and contribute to all of our understanding of theory. Simply attending class= 5 points.
Here is a list of behaviors that enhance group learning (and your participation grade)

Initiate ideas or questions
Ask for or give information
Give reactions or opinions
Ask for reactions or opinions
Clarify the reasoning of another member
Build on what other class members say
Provide counter-arguments to strengthen ideas
Express uncertainty about weak propositions
Support, encourage, or help someone else

Here are some behaviors that detract from group learning (and your participation grade)
· Show up late or not at all
· Speak too often, or respond too quickly, so you keep others out (otherwise known as dominating)
· Zone out, doodle, appear inattentive
· Express hostility
· Make fun of someone’s comments
· Speak out of turn or when someone else has the floor
· Use humor too often as a distraction
· Offer irrelevant points
· Repeat points that do not move the discussion along
· Interrupt rudely (occasional polite interruptions can be effective)
· Insist on your point of view
· Talk just for the sake of saying something
   Ignore others who do not speak (instead of help to find ways to include them)

(Source: Tina Deshotels, Jacksonville State University, May 12, 2009)
Course Requirements:

1. To attend the entire class session every week. In class activities and discussion are 

an integral part of our learning together. Absences will reduce your "participation" points. 

2.   To participate in class discussion and all activities.  As a graduate level student I expect you to engage intellectually with the course readings, share your views  of issues pertinent to this class in a collegial manner, to question and analyze your own and other's assumptions and viewpoints and to take initiative in all aspects of the progress of the course. 

3. To complete all assigned readings to prepare for discussion, use the readings in written analyses and know content for exams.

4. To submit all written assignments on the due date. Late assignments will be docked one grade level every day after the due date.

5. Academic Integrity—students who violate University of Texas rules on scholastic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the possibility of failure in the course and dismissal from the University. Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the University, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  If authorship is questioned, the instructor will query the student to determine familiarity with the topic.
I will check book reviews and papers for plagiarism using Turn It In and other programs. PLEASE TURN IN AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF YOUR PAPER IN ADDITION TO HANDING IN A HARD COPY ON THE DUE DATE.  If you are unsure as to how to identify plagiarism, please check the UTA library’s website at http://libraries.uta.edu/infolit/plagiarism/plagiarism.htm.  A tutorial is also available at this site and you are strongly encouraged to review it.
Grading Policy:

Late papers will be docked one letter grade per day past the due date.

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to attend class every week. Unexcused absences will affect the student’s participation points.

Drop Policy:

Please refer to UTA’s graduate student catalogue

Librarian to Contact:  
Mitch Stepanovich in the Architecture and Fine Arts Library: STEPANOVICH@uta.edu.

Academic Dishonesty:  


It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

 
Plagiarism Web Sites with Examples:

· Plagiarism Examples (Rob Toreki, University of Kentucky Department of Chemistry)

http://www.chem.uky.edu/courses/common/plagiarism.html#Examples
· Avoiding Plagiarism (UC-Davis)

http://sja.ucdavis.edu/files/plagiarism.pdf

· Unacceptable Paraphrases (Indiana University Writing Tutorial Services)

http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml

Student Support Services Available:   

 The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Americans with Disabilities Act:   


The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

I.  
WHAT IS URBAN SOCIAL THEORY?

8/24 WEEK #1 
Understanding social theories and urban sociology

What is a theory? Why do we need theories to understand urban spaces? How do you evaluate theories? Instilling C. Wright Mills’ The Sociological Imagination.

8/31 WEEK #2
Reviewing APA writing and conducting research

Presentation by UTA librarian on conducting research at the graduate level. You may need to do additional reading on concepts that are unfamiliar to you or you may find confusing. The librarian will show you the most efficient and effective ways of finding the materials you may need.

Read APA Publication Manual, paying particular attention to  pages 31-60, 77-130, 215-232. Look at examples starting on p. 306.

Strunk, William, White, E.B., & Angell, Roger. 1999. The Elements of Style. NY: Longman. Read entire book.

9/7 WEEK #3
 Labor Day- no class
9/14 WEEK #4 What is a livable city?
Jacobs, Jane. 1961. The Death and Life of Great American Cities. New York: Vintage. Entire book.

Mumford, Lewis. 1937. What is a City? Architectural Record LXXXII, 1 (July 1938).  In The City Reader, 2nd edition. Richard LeGates and Frederic Stout, eds. Pages 92-96. MAVSPACE
Brunet-Jailly, Emmanuel. 2008. Vancouver: The Sustainable City. Journal Of Urban Affairs, Volume 30, Number 4, pages 375–388.
Recommended:

The Bedford Handbook by Diana Hacker (2006). You can also refer to her website www.dianahacker.com
9/21 WEEK #5  Structural Functionalism 

PAPER #1 DUE. Write 5-8 pages answering the following question. Make sure to use APA style, appropriate citations, spelling and grammar. PLEASE SUBMIT AN ELECTRONIC COPY IN ADDITION TO A HARD COPY ON THE DUE DATE.

What makes a community socially sustainable? There are different definitions of this broader concept in the literature. One concept of socially sustainable development suggests that resources should be used in ways that makes them available for each succeeding generation. Another concept of socially-sustainable development stresses good social conditions as a goal in its own right, not subordinated to economic growth. In this definition, the challenge for policy makers is to find win-win policies, i.e., policies that result in social, environmental and economic progress at the same time.  How would Jane Jacobs’ work fit into the creation of socially sustainable communities?   What are obstacles that are evident from her work in creating these types of neighborhoods? 
Kivisto, Peter. 2008. Illuminating Social Life: Classical and Contemporary Theory Revisited, 4th ed.  Chapter 3: Surfing the Net for Community: A Durkheimian Analysis of Electronic Gatherings. 

Davis, Kingsley and Wilbert Moore. 1945. Some Principles of Stratification: A Critical Analysis. American Sociological Review, 18, pages 242-249. MAVSPACE
Abrahamson, Mark. 2001. Functional, Conflict and Neofunctional Theories. In Handbook of Social Theory. George Ritzer and Barry Smart, eds.  London: Sage Publications. MavSpace
9/28 WEEK #6 Conflict Theory & Critical Theory
Marx, Karl. 1872. Manifesto of the Communist Party, Chapter 1. Available at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm In Marx-Engels Reader, If you are unfamiliar with Marx, I highly recommend David Harvey’s online summary of Karl Marx’s Capital, available at http://davidharvey.org/. You can download it to an MP3 player or listen on your computer.
Kivisto, Peter. 2008. Illuminating Social Life: Classical and Contemporary Theory Revisited, 4th ed.  Chapter 1: Working Longer, Living Less: Understanding Marx through Workplace Today.  

Bowles, Samuel and Herbert Gintis. 1976. Schooling in Capitalist America: Educational Reform and the Contradiction of Economic Life.  MavSpace 
Kivisto, Peter, ed. 2008. Illuminating Social Life: Classical and Contemporary Theory Revisited, 4th ed. Chapter #7--Dandaneau, Steven.  Critical Theory, Legitimation Crisis and the Deindustrialization of Flint, Michigan. 

Optional: 

Fraser, Nancy. 1985. What's Critical About Critical Theory? The Case of Habermas and Gender. New German Critique, Spring/Summer85 Issue 35, p9  

Kivisto, Peter, ed. 2008. Illuminating Social Life: Classical and Contemporary Theory Revisited, 4th ed.  Chapter 11- Kevin Fox Gotham, Contrasts of Carnival.

Agger, Ben. 1991, Critical Theory: Poststructuralism, Postmodernism. Their Sociological Relevance. American Review of Sociology. 17:105-31. 

II.  
WHAT IS URBAN SPACE?  HOW DO CITIES DEVELOP?




10/5 WEEK #7  Urban Ecological approach

PAPER #2 DUE: Write 5-8 pages answering the following question. Make sure to use APA style, appropriate citations, spelling and grammar. PLEASE SUBMIT AN ELECTRONIC COPY IN ADDITION TO A HARD COPY ON THE DUE DATE.

Social scientists and educators have developed a range of arguments to explain the low academic achievement of members of particular minority groups.  How would conflict theorists interpret school failure as compared to structural functionalists? Discuss the implications of each theoretical argument on school-based interventions and the recommendations each theorist would make to improve academic achievement with specific examples of programs or policy changes.
Frazier, E. Franklin. 1957. The Negro Middle Class and Desegregation. Social Problems, 4(4): 291-301. MAVSPACE
Park, Robert E. 1967. The City: Suggestion for the Investigation of Human Behavior in the Urban Environment. Chapters I, II, III, VIII and X.

Wirth, Louis. 1970. Urbanism as a Way of Life. MAVSPACE
10/12 WEEK #8 Housing Segregation: Urban and Suburban  Underclass

Massey, Douglas and Nancy Denton. 1993. American Apartheid: Segregation and the making of the underclass.  Cambridge: Harvard Press. Entire book, with emphasis on chapters 1-3.

Hanlon, B.F. & Vicino, T.J. (2007). "The Fate of First-Tier Suburbs: Evidence from Metropolitan Baltimore." Urban Geography 28 (3): 249-275. MavSpace
10/19 WEEK #9   The creation of the Underclass

Wilson, William Julius. 2009. More than just race: Being black and poor in the inner city. NY: W.W. Norton & Co. Entire book.

Dinesh D'Souza Walter E. Williams. 1997. Deliberations on The End of Racism.  Academic Questions; Fall96, Vol. 9 Issue 4, p69, 8p 1997.  MavSpace
IV.
WHO PARTICIPATES IN GOVERNING THE URBAN SPACE?
10/26 Week #10 Power systems approach: Neo Marxism and Growth Machine Theory. 
PAPER #3 DUE : Write 5-8 pages answering the following question. Make sure to use APA style, appropriate citations, spelling and grammar. PLEASE SUBMIT AN ELECTRONIC COPY IN ADDITION TO A HARD COPY ON THE DUE DATE.
Homeownership disparities between blacks and whites continue to exist in the U.S. despite decades of urban policy initiatives that have also attempted to address this disparity. According to the 2000 U.S. Census, 71% of whites are homeowners as compared to 46% of blacks and 46% of Hispanics. In addition, Freeman (2002) argues that even when blacks achieve homeownership status, their homes are not likely to be in predominantly white neighborhoods.  Although urban scholars such as Massey & Denton argue that discrimination is at the heart of these disparities, others argue that there are historical, political and economic explanations for these differences. 

Choose two theories to explain the causes of black/white homeownership differences. What are the consequences of these housing differences, according to each of the two theories you have chosen, and what solutions do the theories suggest?

Logan, John and Harvey Molotch. 1987. The City as Growth Machine from Urban Fortunes: The Political Economy of Place. Berkeley: UC Press. Pages 50-98. MAVSPACE
Bostic, Raphael and Richard Martin. 2003. Black Homeowners as a Gentrifying Force? Neighborhood Dynamics in the Context of Minority Home-ownership. Urban Studies, 40(12): 2427-2449.  MAVSPACE
Vigdor, Jacob. 2002. Does Gentrification harm the Poor?  Brookings-Wharton Papers on Urban Affairs. MAVSPACE.

OPTIONAL: 

Kennedy, Maureen and Paul Leonard. 2001. Dealing with Neighborhood Change: A Primer on Gentrification and Policy Choices. Available at the Brookings Institution website:

http://www.brookings.edu/es/urban/gentrification/gentrificationexsum.htm
11/2 – WEEK #11 Civic Participation in U.S. – Social capital theory

Putnam, Robert. D. 2000. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community. New York: Simon and Schuster. Entire book.
Brown, Khari and Ronald E. Brown. 2003. Faith and Works: Church-Based Social Capital Resources and African American Political Activism. Social Forces, Vol. 82, No. 2. (Dec., 2003), pp. 617-641 MavSpace
11/9--WEEK #12  Immigrants transforming the urban space
Ogbu, John. 1992. Adaptation to minority status and impact on school success. Theory into Practice, 31, 4, pp. 287-295. MAVSPACE
Portes, Alejandro, Patricia Fernandez-Kelly and William Haller. 2005. Segmented assimilation on the ground: The new second generation in early adulthood.  Ethnic and Racial Studies, 28(6): 1000-1040.  MAVSPACE
Aguilar-San Juan. Karin. 2005. Staying Vietnamese: Community and Place in Orange County and Boston. City and Community, 4:1, pp. 37-65. MAVSPACE.

11/16 – Week #13 -Literature Review 

We will not have class this week due to the Thanksgiving holiday. Please use this time to work on your literature review. Please bring three copies of your lit review draft to our 11/30 week’s class for peer evaluations.

V.
MANAGING THE URBAN SPACE

11/23    WEEK #14  Globalization, Cities and the Creative Class
Paper #4 Due: Write 5-8 pages answering the following question. Make sure to use APA style, appropriate citations, spelling and grammar. PLEASE SUBMIT AN ELECTRONIC COPY IN ADDITION TO A HARD COPY ON THE DUE DATE.

Identify a major urban policy issue such as welfare reform, residential segregation, the underclass, immigration, etc.  Explain your selected policy using two of the following theoretical approaches:  conflict theory, regime theory, postmodernism, poststructuralism, or social capital theory, or growth machine theory.  How do the two theoretical approaches you chose best explain the causes, consequences and potential solutions to your selected policy issue?
Lit Review Peer Evaluations

Florida, Richard. 2003.  The Rise of the Creative Class: And How It's Transforming Work, Leisure, Community and Everyday Life. Entire Book.
Zukin, Sharon. 1998. Urban lifestyles: Diversity and standardization in spaces of consumption. Urban Studies, 35, 825-839.

11/30—WEEK #15  Postmodern theories
Peer Reviews of Lit Review
Dear, Michael. 2002. Los Angeles and the Chicago School: An Invitation to a Debate. City and Community Journal, 1(1):5-32 MAVSPACE
LITERATURE REVIEW DUE 
Monday
December 7
by 10:45 p.m

PLEASE E-MAIL YOUR LIT REVIEW TO ME BY THIS DEADLINE. I WILL CONFIRM RECEIPT OF YOUR LIT REVIEW VIA EMAIL AND RETURN THEM TO YOU ELECTRONICALLY. REMEMBER THAT EACH LIT REVIEW AND PAPER WILL BE REVIEWED THROUGH TURN IT IN, A PLAGIARISM PROGRAM. IF YOU’D LIKE TO RUN YOUR OWN PAPERS THROUGH TURN IT IN, PLEASE SEE DR. HISSONG FOR A PASSWORD AND LET ME KNOW THAT YOU PLAN TO DO SO.
*Journals Specializing in Urban Issues

Urban Affairs Quarterly/Review

Journal of Urban Affairs

International journal of Urban and Regional Research

Research in Urban Sociology (annual)

Research in Community Sociology (annual)

Comparative Urban Research

Urban Affairs Review  

Urban Education 

Journal of Urban Economics

Journal of Urban History

Urban Anthropology

Urban Ecology

Urban geography

City Journal

City Limits

Also check sociology journals such as American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology, Social Problems and Social Science Quarterly as they frequently carry articles on urban issues.
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