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Summer 2009, June 3 – August 13
Wednesdays, 6:00-9:50 p.m., UH 016
Instructor: Dr. Jeff Howard, School of Urban & Public Affairs

howardj@uta.edu 
817-788-5203
This graduate course will be devoted to assisting the University of Texas at Arlington with planning reductions in its “carbon footprint” – that is, reductions in its direct and indirect emissions of greenhouse gases responsible for climate change. During a parallel course in summer 2008, students and the instructor developed a report on the university's carbon footprint, which now serves as the starting point for the President’s Sustainability Committee’s effort to plan effective means to reduce the footprint.
In collaboration with the instructor, students will examine preliminary recommendations included in the 2008 report, assess these in light of initial responses from the sustainability committee, and use tools such as the guide produced by the Association for Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education to develop further analysis and recommendations for formal presentation to the committee and the campus community.
Because climate change is increasingly prominent in public policy nationally and internationally, the course will provide students an opportunity to develop a skill set, conceptual base, and practical experience that can be applied in municipalities and institutions across the world. It also will provide concrete assistance to a large university devoted to reducing its environmental impacts.
The course is expected to be of particular interest to students in Urban & Public Affairs, Environmental & Earth Science, Environmental Engineering, Architecture, and Business but is open to graduate students from across the campus (and conceivably to senior undergrads). Students interested in taking the course are invited to contact the instructor.
Expected learning outcomes – When the course ends, you should be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the contemporary role and significance of carbon footprint analysis in institutional planning, including their relationship to addressing the urban contribution to climate change.

· Demonstrate an understanding of and skill in analyzing options for reduction of a major institution’s contribution to climate change.

· Demonstrate an ability to participate effectively in designing, carrying out, and reporting complex environmental planning analyses in a professional manner.

· Demonstrate an ability to work effectively as a member of a team conducting a real-world environmental planning project.

Requirements
Evaluation will be based on:

Attendance and class participation

50%

Performance in class project


50%

Attendance and participation: You will be expected to read all assigned materials, attend all classes, actively contribute to class discussion, and effectively contribute to the project. As a rule, graduate students should expect to spend 3 to 4 hours preparing for each hour spent in class (i.e., for a 4-hour class, 12 to 16 hours of preparation).
Class project: Working in a team of two to six students, you will address a topic assigned by the professor, develop an analytical framework, conduct research, collaboratively produce a professional-quality report suitable for submission to the client, and present the findings to the class and/or client. You and your teammates will jointly be accountable for the quality of the research, report, and presentation.

Required textbooks
Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE). N.d. “Climate Planning for Campuses: A How To Guide” (Wiki), http://www.aashe.org/wiki/climate-planning-guide. 
Schedule
[1] June 3 – Introduction & background
[2] June 10 – Needs and opportunities
[3] June 17 – Confronting the obstacles
[4] June 24 – Analytical strategy
[5] July 1 – Analysis
[6] July 8 – Analysis
        July 14 – Status report to steering committee of President’s Sustain. Committee
[7] July 15 – Analysis
[8] July 22 – Analysis; first draft due
[9] July 29 – Analysis; second draft due
[10] August 5 – Analysis; third draft due; presentations; last regular class
         August 11 – Presentation to President’s Sustainability Committee
[11] August 12 – Project deadline
[1]  
June 3 – Introduction & Background
Guest presentation by John Hall, V.P. for Administration & Campus Operations

Climate change mitigation - background

History

Urgency

Role of higher education


International, American, Texas, and local contexts

Climate change mitigation – UT Arlington

Campus sustainability program and origins of discussion about carbon footprint
2008 footprint report – software, methodology, assessment, recommendations, 
limitations


Reduction planning – early dialogue, work group responses, our role

Organization of the course

[2]  
June 10 – Needs and opportunities
         

Presentation by and campus tour with Larry Harrison, Associate Director, Campus

Operations

Reading:
AASHE, sections 1.1 and 1.2
David J. Eagan, Terry Calhoun, Justin Schott, and Praween Dayananda. 2009. “Guide to Climate Action Planning: Pathways to a Low-Carbon Campus,” National Wildlife Federation, http://www.nwf.org/campusecology/resources/HTML/climateactionplanning.cfm. (main text = 30 pages)

Becky Purvis, “In step with the environment: UT Arlington is leaving green footprints through eco-friendly programs that preserve our natural resources,” UT Arlington Magazine, Spring 2009, 10-13, http://www.uta.edu/ucomm/utamagazine/2009/spring/In-step-with-the-environment.pdf. 
James Spaniolo, speech to deans, administrators, and community leaders, Sept. 17, 2008, available at http://blog.uta.edu/sustainability/2008/09/19/pres-spaniolo-calls-for-university-to-be-a-leader-in-the-sustainability-movement/.
Other useful reading:
Walter Simpson. 2009. “Campus climate neutrality: Yes we can! It’s a big challenge, but here’s how to do it.” Facilities Manager, March/April, 20-27, http://www.appa.org/files/FMArticles/FM%20MarApr09%20Simpson3.pdf. 

Christopher Flavin, “Low Carbon Energy: A Roadmap,” Worldwatch Paper 178, Worldwatch Institute, 2008, http://www.worldwatch.org/press/prerelease/EWP178.pdf (main text = 36 pages)
[3] 
June 17 – Confronting obstacles
        

Presentation by Robert Smouse, Director of Environmental Services, City of Arlington
Reading:
Monastersky, Richard. 2007. Colleges strain to reach climate-friendly future. Chronicle of Higher Education, Dec. 14, A1, A16-21. http://chronicle.com/weekly/v54/i16/16a00101.htm.
Carlson, Scott. 2007. Why 4 institutions did not sign up for 'climate neutrality'. Chronicle of Higher Education, Dec. 14, A18. http://chronicle.com/weekly/v54/i16/16a01801.htm. 

Holdaway, Xarissa. “Can an Ever-growing Campus Be Sustainable?” World Wildlife Fund, http://blogs.nwf.org/campus/2009/04/can-an-evergrowing-campus-be-sustainable.html.
Carlson, Scott. 2009. “Campus officials seek building efficiencies, one square foot at a time,” Chronicle of Higher Education, April 17, http://chronicle.com/weekly/v55/i32/32a00104.htm. 
Energy, Carbon Emission & Sustainability Work Group. 2007. “Energy, Carbon Emission & Sustainability: A Report to the Chancellor.” Austin: University of Texas System. https://mavspace.uta.edu/xythoswfs/webview/_xy-838366_4?stk=57DE3DF40BF97AA. 
Carlson, Scott. 2009. “Cash-strapped colleges defer climate-commitment responsibilities.” Chronicle of Higher Education. March 6. A17. http://chronicle.com/weekly/v55/i26/26a01701.htm.
Eagan, David J., Julian Keniry, Justin Schott, Praween Dayananda, Kristy Jones, and Lisa Madry. 2008. “Higher education and the case for climate action,” Chapter 3, and “Financing climate action,” Chapter 6, in Higher Education in a Warming World: The Business Case for Climate Leadership on Campus. Reston, VA: National Wildlife Federation. http://www.nwf.org/campusEcology/BusinessCase/HigherEducationinaWarmingWorld.pdf.
Priebe, Maryruth Belsey. 2009. “Is online learning better for the planet?” National Wildlife Federation, http://www.nwf.org/campusEcology/climateedu/articleView.cfm?iArticleID=76.
[4]      June 24 – Analytical strategy
Reading:
Howard, Jeff, Greg Collins, Vinodh Valluri, Salman Ahmed, et al., “University of Texas at Arlington Carbon Footprint Analysis: Beginning a Conversation on Responsible Growth in the Face of Climate Change, 2005-2020: A Report Prepared for the President’s Sustainability Committee,” draft, June 2008, available at http://blog.uta.edu/sustainability/2008/06/18/carbon-footprint-report-released/. 
President’s Sustainability Committee, work group responses to June 2008 carbon footprint analysis, http://blog.uta.edu/sustainability/2009/05/18/update-on-carbon-footprint-reduction-planning/. 
Review:

President’s Sustainability Committee, “Action File,” updated 5/11/09, https://mavspace.uta.edu/xythoswfs/webview/_xy-838379_4?stk=57DE3DF40BF97AA. 
Browse:

President’s Sustainability Committee, miscellaneous Forum (http://blog.uta.edu/sustainability) postings on related topics (click on relevant “Categories” on right side of Forum page)

[5]  
July 1 – Analysis 
         

Reading: AASHE, ch. 5 (relevant sections) and chapters 6-12.
[6] 
July 8 – Analysis
TBA
July 14 – Status report to steering committee of President’s Sustainability Committee
[7]      July 15 – Analysis
Guest presentation: Praween Dayananda, Campus Field Coordinator, Campus Ecology, National Wildlife Federation (http://www.nwf.org/campusecology) 
TBA
[8] 
July 22 – Analysis
First draft due
[9] 
July 29 – Analysis
Second draft due
Presentations
[10] August 5 – Analysis; Last regular class
Third draft due
Revised presentations
August 11 – Presentation to President’s Sustainability Committee (to be confirmed)

[11] August 12 – Project completion
Important Notes

A. 
Seminar – The first several weeks of this course will be run as a seminar, not as a lecture. Students will be required to attend class and to make high-quality contributions to the class discussion. For most sessions, the assigned reading will be less than 100 pages. Students will be expected to have read the assigned material thoroughly and to have thought through its relationship to material from previous sessions.
B. 
Writing quality – Written assignments and presentations for this class must be of professional quality. This means you should carefully edit and proofread all written work for typing, stylistic, spelling, and grammatical errors, and for clarity of thought. Writing quality will affect your grade. Consult The Chicago Manual of Style (Z253 .U69 2003) and Strunk & White’s The Elements of Style (PE1408 .S772 2000) as needed. Your bibliographical references must conform to The Chicago Manual of Style. You are strongly encouraged to take advantage of the services provided by the English Writing Center (http://www.uta.edu/owl/ or 272-2601), including Online Tutoring (http://www.uta.edu/owl/OWLtutoring.htm). 
C. Academic Honesty – Academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct at the University of Texas at Arlington and will not be tolerated in any form.  All persons determined to be involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.

“Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designated to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22).

D. Plagiarism – Plagiarism in research is unethical and is prohibited by UTA (see http://www2.uta.edu/discipline/text_aca_integrity.htm under the heading Scholastic Dishonesty). Novice researchers sometimes plagiarize because they do not know how and when to cite the work of another researcher. Basic examples of plagiarism include:

· word-for-word copying of sentences or paragraphs without quoting and citing the source;

· closely paraphrasing sentences or paragraphs without clearly citing the source; and

· using another person’s ideas, work, data, or research without appropriate acknowledgment or citation of the source.

Many websites and books provide more information about – and examples of – plagiarism. See, for example:

http://libraries.uta.edu/infolit/plagiarism/plagiarism.htm http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.pdf

http://www.rbs2.com/plag.htm
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. All written assignments are to be submitted electronically (as well as on paper) and will be subject to several kinds of plagiarism screening, potentially including screening by commercial plagiarism detection services. Documented plagiarism will be dealt with harshly, particularly if there is evidence that you have engaged in this behavior previously. The plagiarism screening service will retain the text indefinitely for use in screening future submissions.
E. Web resources – The web is a valuable resource for academic research, but the quality of materials it provides ranges from stellar to abysmal. You will be held accountable for the quality of any web material you use in your papers or class presentations. Use only materials that are appropriate for academic research at the graduate level; and use these materials in ways that are appropriate for the specific context. Guidelines for evaluating the quality and appropriateness of web documents can be found here:

Five criteria for evaluating Web pages

http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/webcrit.html
Evaluating quality on the net

http://www.hopetillman.com/findqual.html 

Evaluating internet research sources

http://www.virtualsalt.com/evalu8it.htm 

And, of course, remember that materials obtained on the web are also subject to rules regarding plagiarism. For guidelines on citation style, see Chicago Manual of Style (or other stylebook) or http://www.apastyle.org/elecref.html. 

F. Formatting papers – Required formatting of papers – Margins: top and bottom 1”; side 1.25”. Font: Verdana 10 point or an equivalent 10 point font. Line spacing: 1.5 lines. Paragraph spacing: no extra spacing before or after. Alignment (justification): left only. No cover page, plastic covers, or other silliness, please.
G. Mavspace folder – A Mavspace folder has been created for this class. It will be used to store materials for distribution and materials for the course project. The ticket for access to the folder is: https://mavspace.uta.edu/xythoswfs/webui/_xy-1307216_1-t_mDCKnGPA. Under no circumstances should you give anyone who is not registered for this course access to the ticket and password.
H. Masters and Doctoral – The in-class contributions and written assignments of doctoral students will be assessed at the doctoral level, while those of master’s students will be assessed at the master’s level.

I. Americans with Disabilities Act – Faculty members are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities. Your responsibility as a student is to inform us at the beginning of the semester and to provide authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. (See the amended Rehabilitation Act of 1973 [Public Law 93112] and the Americans with Disabilities Act.)

