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HISTORY 4388-06 SYLLABUS

COURSE NUMBER / SECTION 
History 4388, Section 06
COURSE TITLE


History of Religious Toleration (1)
SEMESTER / YEAR

Fall, 2009
DAY / TIME

Saturday  9:00-11:50 A. M.
PLACE OF CLASS MEETINGS
University Hall, Room 330
INSTRUCTOR:
Bede K. Lackner, Ph.D. (Fordham, 1968)

OFFICE:
332 A University Hall

OFFICE HOURS


Wednesday  
9:00-11:50 A.M.


Saturday        12:00-12:30 P.M.


PHONE:
2861

MAILBOX:
History Department Office, Room 201 University Hall

EMAIL:
Blackner@exchange.uta.edu
PREREQUISITES


There should be an interest in human history.  The knowledge of Latin is not required since all relevant documents are available in English translation.  
The course is also open to graduate students (with the advisor’s approval) and to non-History majors.
TEXTBOOKS

Zagorin.  HOW THE IDEA OF RELIGIOUS TOLERATION CAME TO THE WEST.


Nedderman.  WORLDS OF DIFFERENCE


Gervers.  TOLERANCE AND INTOLERANCE

BIBLIOGRAPHY

See attachment.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Religion forms an integral part of world History, both in individuals and the life of societies.  It answers fundamental questions concerning the supernatural and the eternal and thus also shapes human beliefs, attitudes and conduct, and is able to activate the noblest qualities in men.  Religious fervor and enthusiasm has produced enduring benefits throughout History, by unselfishly promoting the ideals of mutual love, understanding and peace.  But, by its very nature, it also inspired clashes, conflicts, intolerance and even wars, waged in its name for a great variety of reasons.  In fact, religious wars have always been most cruel, inflicting greatest suffering and destruction on its victims. -- All this has been studied and described in great detail by students and experts of History, who offered numerous plausible or valid explanations for these misfortunes.  


On the other hand, less or little attention has thus far been paid to the great human individuals who, mindful of these afflictions, have courageously championed the ideal of religious toleration in defense of human dignity.  They came from every important field – philosophy, religion, literature, law, education, politics, etc. -- and, appealing to man’s native goodness, have opposed fanaticism and intolerance.  


This course will attempt to do a “first:” namely, examine the ideas and contributions of these champions from ancient History to the early modern period, by examining relevant documents and seeking to draw positive and challenging conclusions for our own times and personal outlook.


.
COURSE CONTENT / LECTURE AND TOPIC SCHEDULE 

See the table of contents in the textbooks.  The lectures will supplement, not duplicate the textbooks.  They will also consider important personalities, their beliefs and teachings and enduring legacy.  Hence the importance of taking detailed notes in class.
LEARNING GOALS

1.  The overriding objective is to gain a good and unbiased knowledge of religious toleration, an important factor of world history usually not covered in textbooks.  2.  This study will examine contributions made in all important fields, including history, philosophy, literature, religion and law, by champions of different religious camps (Christian, Jewish, Muslim).  3.  The story of toleration will of course be considered from the historian’s point of view free of prejudice or partisanship, which is best achieved by studying the sources rather than secondary or self-serving material.  4.  Thus, the use of the sources, based on critical analysis, should easily yield original and scholarly insights and thus ensure genuine student progress.  5.  Last but not least, by presenting the lessons of history, it will offer positive ways to handle current religious intolerance, fanaticism or phobia, found in myriad of forms, in individuals or groups.

ASSIGNMENTS / READING REPORTS SCHEDULE
There will be occasional reading assignments, reflection papers, book reviews, 

outlines, quizzes, exams and a research paper (according to classroom specifications).

September 12:  first book review due
October.10:      submit research paper topic and tentative bibliography

October 30:
last day to drop the course

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Consult the University Catalog.  Regular attendance is expected for obvious academic reasons and personal gains.  It should be a personal incentive and not merely a bureaucratic demand.   Make every effort to come to class.  Absences mean the loss of important information and learning experiences.  Inform the Instructor when you are unable to attend class.  Excessive absences will adversely affect the final grade.
DROP POLICY

Students are responsible for dropping a course before the cut-off date.  The last day to drop this course is October 30, 2009. 
EXAMS
October   10:     mid-term exam


December 5:    final examination
GRADING POLICY 
See the University Catalog, p. 9 as explained in class.  Grading will be based on a combination of attendance, attitude, interest, involvement, analytical thinking and research ability.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the 
spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law  93112—The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act - (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation“ to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty at the beginning of the semester and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form.  All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents' Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2).
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES


The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring admission and transition, and federally funded program.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 fir more information and appropriate referrals.
LIBRARY USE

Contact or consult Rafia Mirza, Reference Librarian for the History Department and other research librarians on the second floor of the main Library.
SUGGESTIONS

Study on a regular basis, not just for tests.  Review the material: repetition is the mother of studies.   Make every effort to attend class.  Take good notes and keep them up to date.  Read ahead, to prepare for the next lecture.  Read voraciously in your free time.  Evaluate your performance.  Visit your Instructor, to discuss your academic progress. Try to become an expert.  Strive to excel. 

UTA MISSION STATEMENT

      
 The mission of The University of Texas at Arlington is to pursue knowledge, truth and excellence in a student-centered academic community characterized by shared values, unity of purpose, diversity of opinion, mutual respect and social responsibility. The University is committed to lifelong learning through its academic and continuing education programs, to discovering new knowledge through research and to enhancing its position as a comprehensive educational institution with bachelor’s, master's, doctoral and non-degree continuing education programs.
FINAL NOTE


While this syllabus seeks to be comprehensive, it may have to be modified for the good of the students or the needs of the classroom.
