US History 1312-004	Course Outline	United States History Since 1865
Fall 2009	UH 115; MW 1:00-2:20 pm

Instructor:  Dr. Kenneth Philp	Office Hours:  MW 12:00-1:00 pm, 
Office:  344 University Hall		or by appointment
Phone:  817-272-2902	e-mail:  philp@uta.edu


Course Prerequisites

This course has no prerequisites.  Students who pass this class will have satisfied one-half of their six hour core curriculum requirement in United States History.


Required Textbooks

· Paul Boyer, The Enduring Vision: A History of the American People, Vol. 2, from 1865
· Eric Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front
· Phillip Caputo, A Rumor of War

Paperback editions of these books are available at the UTA and other bookstores that service the university community.  Purchase all of your books during the first two weeks of the semester before surplus copies are sent back to the publisher.  If no required texts are available request a rush order from the UTA Bookstore.


Course Description
This class covers the period from the Civil War to the present.  It focuses on race relations, economic growth, imperialism, global conflict, and political reform.  

Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of this class students will be able to:
●  Explain and describe how historians and historical participants have interpreted the past.
● Analyze and discuss the underlying structure of both primary and secondary sources.
● Use reading, writing, and critical thinking skills to demonstrate historical knowledge about major events in United States history since 1865 (see lecture topics).


Attendance and Drop Policy

Successful learning in this class requires regular on time class attendance, taking careful lecture notes, and answering study questions for essay tests and the book assignments.  Test questions on the three essay exams will be drawn from the lecture material and textbook: The Enduring Vision.  Student responsibilities include arriving on time, considerate behavior, remaining for the duration of the class, and turning off all cell phones and beepers.  Students with more than 7 absences during the semester will have their grade lowered.  Students are responsible for meeting university deadlines for dropping a course.  Last day to drop class: OCTOBER 30th.







Lecture Topics

Week 1	Reunion and Reconstruction

Week 2	Economic Transformation of American Life

Week 3	Empire Building: Acquiring an Overseas Empire 

Week 4	Search for Order: The Progressive Era 

Week 5	Global Conflict: World War I 

Week 6	The Failure of Peacemaking 

Week 7	Perils of Prosperity: the 1920s 

Week 8	Stock Market Crash and Great Depression 

Week 9	New Deal Relief, Recovery, and Reform 

Week 10	Global Conflict: World War II 

Week 11	Origins of the Cold War 

Week 12	The Civil Rights Revolution 

Week 13	Liberal Reform In Crisis: the 1960s 

Week 14	The Impeachment of a President 

Week 15	New Directions In American Life 


Assignments, Examinations, and Course Grades

Mon.       Sept. 23	First Exam over the class lectures and the textbook	

Wed.       Oct.	7	Book test: Remarque, All Quiet On The Western Front

Mon.       Oct. 26    	Second Exam:  over the class lectures and textbook

Mon.       Nov. 16	Book test: Caputo, Rumor of War

  Nov. 25-30    THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

Monday, Dec. 7	Final:  Third class exam over lectures and textbook
			Monday, December 7th, 11:00am-1:30 pm in this classroom






Your grade will be based on book tests and  essay exams in bluebooks on the above dates.  The TWO BOOK TESTS will count 40% of your grade, the three exams over lectures 60%. Your regular attendance and participation in this class, as well as good study habits, such as, taking careful lecture notes are crucial for doing well on these tests.  The purpose of class examinations is to improve your writing and analytical skills and determine how well you understand reading assignments and class lectures.  An A is 90-100; B 80-89; C 70-79; D 60-69; F 59 or below.
The last day to drop the class is October 30th.

Make up tests only will be given for medical or other compelling reasons.  Students must provide documentation such as a doctor’s excuse why they were unable to take a scheduled test.  All makeup tests will be administered Friday, December 4th on the last day of class.

How Grades Are Assigned

A	Student answered test question in a comprehensive way with well-developed ideas, appropriate evidence or examples from the book or lectures, and made few grammatical errors.

B	Student answered most of the test question with sufficient examples of evidence from the book or class lectures.  Except for a few areas, the student demonstrated a solid command of the material and answered the question in a logical way.

C	Student demonstrated some knowledge to answer the test question, ideas not well-developed, provided sketchy documentation or examples of relevant material from the book or class lectures.

D	An incomplete answer.  Student demonstrated only minimal knowledge of either the book assignments or lecture material.  Poorly developed ideas without supporting evidence.

F	Student was unable to answer the question.  Did not provide documentation, evidence, or examples from the book or class lectures.

Student Evaluation of Teaching

Student evaluations of teaching will be administered the last week of class.

DISABILITY POLICY

I am committed to both the spirit and letter of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you require an accommodation based on disability, I would like to meet with you during the first week of class to discuss appropriate arrangements.  Students who require an accommodation, have a responsibility to inform their instructors at the beginning of the semester and provide appropriate documentation through the UTA Office for Students with Disabilities.





STUDENT SERVICES AVAILABLE

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.


ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Academic dishonesty at UTA will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to another student, or the attempt to commit such acts.  Students who violate university rules on academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the possibility of failure in the course and dismissal from the University.  Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the University, policies on academic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.

