History 3342-001	Course Outline	Contemporary America, 1945-Present
Fall 2009	UH 104; MWF 9:00-9:50am

Instructor: Dr. Kenneth Philp	Office Hours: MWF 10:00-10:50am 
Office: 344 University Hall	or by appointment
Phone: 817-272-2902	


Required Reading

1.  Thomas Paterson, On Every Front:  The Making of the Cold War
2.  Paul Robeson, Here I Stand
3.  Doris Kearns Goodwin, Lyndon Johnson & The American Dream
4.  Phillip Caputo, A Rumor of War

Class Assignments
Friday, September 18				Paterson, On Every Front
Friday, October 9				Robeson, Here I Stand
Friday, October 23				Mid-semester exam over the lectures
Friday, November 13				Kearns, Lyndon Johnson
Wednesday-Sunday, November 26- 30	Thanksgiving Holiday	
Wednesday, December 9			FINAL EXAM  - 8:00-10:30am
Over the lecture notes since the mid-semester exam and Caputo, A Rumor of War

Grade Policy
Essay examinations in bluebooks will be given on the above dates over the required reading assignments.  Students are strongly discouraged from missing scheduled tests.  All make-up tests must be taken on the last day of class on December 4th.  The three book tests prior to the final will count approximately 30% of your grade, the mid-semester exam 30% and the final 40%.
Last Day to drop class is October 30th.

Course Description
This course centers on the origins of the Cold War, the problems of loyalty in a democratic state, the Vietnam conflict, the Fair Deal and Great Society domestic reform programs, the Civil Rights Movement, the New Left and New Right protest movements, and the impact of Richard Nixon and subsequent presidents on American politics.

Course Objectives
· Understand how historians interpret the past.
· Identify and use primary and secondary course materials.
· Formulate historical questions.
· Develop writing skills.


Student Learning Outcomes:  
Upon completion of this class students will be able to:
· Explain and describe how historians and historical participants have interpreted the past.
· Analyze and discuss the underlying structure of both primary and secondary sources.
· Use reading, writing, and critical thinking skills to demonstrate historical knowledge about major events in contemporary United States history (see lecture topics).

Class Attendance Policy
Regular on time attendance, taking careful lecture notes, and participation in class discussions is required.  Students with more than seven (7) absences will have their grade lowered.

Lecture Topics

1.  Origins of the Cold War
	A. A Shared Responsibility
	B. Harry Truman:  Cold War Initiatives
	C. Potsdam Conference and Atomic Diplomacy
	D. Middle East Conflict

2.  The Fair Deal 1945-1952
	A. Truman's Domestic Agenda
	B. 80th Congress and the Hoover Commission
	C. 1948 Election
	D. Legacy of the Fair Deal

3.  The Korean War 1950-1953
	A. Outbreak of Civil War
	B. Military Events
	C. Truman-MacArthur Controversy
	D. Consequences of the Korean War

4.  The Second Red Scare 1945-1961
	A. Origins of the Anti-Communist Crusade
	B. Nightmare in Red
	C. McCarthy, Internal Security, and Immigration Restriction
	D. Eisenhower's Loyalty Program

5.  Mandate for Change:  the Eisenhower Years, 1953-1961
	A. 1952 Election
	B. Republican Corporate Commonwealth
	C. Imperial Presidency Repudiated
	D. Domestic and Foreign Policy:  Holding the line?






6.  Civil Rights Movement
	A. Dawn of the Second Reconstruction
	B. Martin Luther King and Civil Disobedience
	C. The Triumph of Civil Rights
	D. End of the Second Reconstruction

7.  The New Frontier, 1961-1963
	A. JFK:  The Personal Dimension
	B. Economic Policy:  A Tory Democrat
	C. Cold War and Counterrevolution: Bay of Pigs
	D. Cuban Missile Crisis

8.  The New Left in American Politics, 1959-1972
	A. Origins
	B. A Student Left Emerges
	C. Vietnam:  Liberals Become Radicals
	D. Collapse of the New Left Movement

9.  LBJ and the Great Society, 1963-1968
	A. The Johnson Persona
	B. Great Society Reform
	C. Vietnam: The Arrogance of Power
	D. The Limits of Liberal Politics

10.  Emergence of a New Conservatism, 1968-2006
	A. Richard Nixon, Federalism, and States Rights
	B. Watergate, Scandal, Impeachment
	C. The Embattled Carter Presidency
	D. The Reagan Revolution
	E. Reflections on Contemporary American Politics

Student Evaluation of Teaching
Student evaluations of teaching will be administered the last week of class.

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION: I am committed to both the spirit and letter of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you require an accommodation based on disability, I would like to meet with you in the privacy of my office to discuss appropriate arrangements.  Students who require an accommodation, have a responsibility to inform their instructors at the beginning of the semester and provide appropriate documentation through the UTA Office for Students with Disabilities.







ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Academic dishonesty at UTA will not be tolerated.  Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to another student, or the attempt to commit such acts.  Students who violate university rules on scholastic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the possibility of failure in the course and dismissal from the University.  Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of 'the University', policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.

DROP POLICY: 
The instructor will not drop students for excessive absences.  Students are responsible for meeting university deadlines for dropping a course.  
The last day to drop the class is October 30th.

STUDENTS SUPPORT SERVICES AVAILABLE:
The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 718-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.


