
LING 5330 / 4303

Formal Syntax

Fall 2008

Instructor: 

Dr. Laurel Smith Stvan
Class Times: 

2:00 - 3:20 pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 216 Trimble Hall

Office: 
410 Hammond Hall
Office Hours: 
3:30 - 4:30 pm, Tuesday and Thursday, and by appointment
Phone: 
(817) 272-5234
Email: 
stvan@uta.edu (recommended method of contact!)

Course homepage:
http://ling.uta.edu/~laurel/5330description.html

Prerequisites

This is the first of our graduate courses in syntax.  Students are expected to have already taken LING 3340 (Grammar and Morphology) or an equivalent undergraduate course at another school. 

Course Description

The course introduces the fundamental goals and techniques of current syntactic theory and the empirical facts it is based on.  It also has the goal of putting you in a position to pursue more advanced study of the structure of human languages and to provide you with a foundation so you can go on to read, discuss, and apply current work relevant to your own research. After reviewing the basic concepts of modern grammatical theory, the course moves on to the principles of current theoretical syntax in general and the Minimalist Program in particular: phrase structure and constituency, the interaction of syntax and the lexicon, and the nature and type of structure-building and movement operations. Emphasis is placed on coherent argumentation and empirical justification for theoretical claims, as well as overall understanding of theoretical concepts and tools. 

Student Learning Objectives

Upon successfully completing this course, students should be able to:

— 
Identify and explain many of the basic questions investigated by syntacticians, in order to situate the subdiscipline of syntax within the broader landscape of descriptive linguistics, including being able to differentiate grammaticality judgments from prescriptive rules of social language use.

— 
Describe and illustrate the features shared by all languages, in order to distinguish universal aspects of human language features and their relationship to language acquisition.

— 
Correctly use syntactic terminology to describe lexical and phrasal units.

— 
Analyze sentence structures and be able to represent their internal structure in tree form.

— 
Have practiced producing and comparing alternate written accounts for how a syntactic theory can account for real language data.

Course Materials

There are two required textbooks and a third book that is a recommended resource. All three are available at the campus bookstore (located on the corner of Pecan and UTA Boulevard) or through any other bookseller of your choice:

Required Textbooks
• 
Adger, David. 2003. Core Syntax: A Minimalist Approach. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

• 
Tallerman, Maggie. 2005. Understanding Syntax. London: Hodder Arnold.

Recommended Textbooks

• 
Haegeman, Liliane. 1994. Introduction to Government and Binding Theory, 2nd edition.  Cambridge, MA: Blackwell.

Both the Adger and the Haegeman books will also be on 3-hour reserve in the UTA Central library (directly west of this building, across Planetarium Place).

• 
You may also like to download the tree drawing software TreeForm, available free at http://sourceforge.net/projects/treeform/?abmode=1 

(A demonstration of the software can be downloaded at http://www.ece.ubc.ca/~donaldd/TreeFormVideo.mov) 

Course Requirements

Coursework is intended to be “multimodal” in that you will have a change to increase your understanding of the discipline through reading, writing and speaking about syntax as well as gaining practice in drawing out tree structures.

Grades will be determined as follows:

1. Attendance / Participation




10%

Regular attendance is required.  You are responsible for the material presented in class lectures and group discussions, for obtaining any handouts passed out in class as well as for any work done in class; for your own benefit, come to class!  But if you must miss a class session, do the reading and homework, get notes and information from another student, and then come in to talk to me as soon as possible.  A combination of attending regularly, being prepared for class, and actively participating in class are required to earn the full 10% of the course grade.  

2. Homework Assignments


(2 X 20) = 
40%

You will prepare homework assignments for in-class discussion on approximately eight days.  Students are expected to have completed and typed out the exercises before the starting time of each class. We will use some of our class time to compare the answers that class members arrived at, as well as analyzing different ways of presenting the answers. On two of these days, I will collect the exercises and grade them.  Late assignments will be accepted only if a student has contacted me for permission in advance.  There is no make-up or extra credit work.

4. Midterm Exam

       




20%

There will be a take-home essay exam due in the middle of the semester.

3.  Final Paper






30%

Your final paper will be due during exam week.  This will be a “squib,” a short paper (5-10 pages double-spaced) on a topic of your choosing (that you have consulted with me about, of course), which typically will apply some of the tools we've learned to a new set of data, either from English or another language you already know, or exploring some theoretical tension in the set of analyses and definitions presented in class. Unlike homework assignments, the squib must be entirely your individual work.  

There will be no final exam.

The grades for each component will be determined as follows: 

	A-
	90-92 %
	B-
	80-82 %                  
	C-
	70-72
	D-
	60-62% 
	F
	59 or lower

	A
	93-96 %
	B
	83-86 %    
	C
	73-76
	D
	63-66
	 
	 

	A+
	97-100 %    
	B+
	87-89       
	C+
	77-79
	D+
	67-69
	 
	 


Important Academic and Administrative Policies

Final Review Week:  A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the course syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week. 

Americans With Disabilities Act:  The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation (Public Law 93112, The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended). With the passage of new federal legislation entitled the “Americans With Disabilities Act” (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. 

All members of the UTA faculty are required by law to provide “reasonable accommodation” to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. As a student, your responsibility rests with informing the instructor at the beginning of the semester (you must inform me in writing (e-mail is fine) no later than Tuesday, September 2, 2008) and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels; for more information, contact UTA's Office of Students with Disabilities (located in the Lower Level of University Center).

According to Department of Linguistics and TESOL policy, "unofficial" or "informal" requests for accommodations (i.e., those not recorded by the Office of Students with Disabilities) cannot be honored. 

Academic Dishonesty:  At The University of Texas at Arlington, academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. Students involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from UTA. 

According the UT System Regents' Rules and Regulations, "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts" (Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2, Subdivision 3.22).

While the Department of Linguistics and TESOL hopes to foster a sense of community in which students can enhance their educational experience by conferring with each other about the lectures, readings, and assignments, all work submitted must be the product of each student's own effort. Students are expected to know and honor the standards of academic integrity followed by American universities; ignorance of these standards is not an excuse for committing an act of academic dishonesty (including plagiarism). If you have questions, please speak with your instructor, your academic advisor, or the department chair.
Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for information and referrals.

Enrolling in / Withdrawing from this Course: Students are responsible for making all decisions regarding their enrollment status in UTA courses. Should you decide to withdraw from this course, you must either (1) drop via the MyMav online system or (2) complete an official "add/drop" and file it in the Linguistics and TESOL department office. Any student who stops attending class and/or fails to complete assigned work will not be "automatically" dropped; in such cases, unless you officially withdraw, you will receive a grade of F. (Note: Students enrolled in graduate courses may not "replace" a grade; all grades are permanent.)

A student dropping his/her last (only) course cannot withdraw as above. Rather, s/he must go in person to the UTA Registrar's Office (Davis Hall, First Floor) and complete a request to resign from the university.

Auditors:  The Department of Linguistics and TESOL has a "no audit" policy. Students attending LING classes must be officially enrolled in those courses. Exception: Students who have already fulfilled a degree requirements and would like to sit in on a comparable course to prepare for their comprehensive / diagnostic examination may do so (with the permission of the professor).
Gifts to Faculty:  The Department of Linguistics and TESOL has a strict "no gift" policy: instructors may not accept gifts of any kind from students, including meals, food, or flowers. All linguistics instructors have been instructed to refuse gifts. Students can avoid placing their instructors in an awkward position by not offering them any gifts. Students wishing to honor their professors may make a contribution to the LING-TESOL Scholarship Fund; visit the department office (Hammond Hall 403) and ask for a "Gift Giving Guide."

Proposed Schedule (Updated August 19, 2008)

(Each day’s reading should be done before that class meeting)





Topic



Reading/Work that is Due

1.
Tues. Aug 26
Introduction; Pre-test of 



initial syntactic knowledge


Thur. Aug 28
What is Syntax?
Tallerman Ch. 1

2.
Tues. Sept 2
Lexical Categories
Tallerman Ch. 2


Thur. Sept 4
Lexical Categories
Adger Ch. 1-2
3.
Tues. Sept 9
Constituencies
Adger Ch. 3


Thur. Sept 11 
Constituencies
Exercises Due
4.
Tues. Sept 16
Constituencies
Tallerman Ch. 5



Thur. Sept 18
Constituencies
Exercises Due

5.
Tues. Sept 23
Phrase Structure
Adger Ch. 4 (up to 4.4.4.)








Thur. Sept 25
Transititives
Exercises Due
6.
Tues. Sept 30
Ditransitives
Tallerman Ch. 6




Thur. Oct 2
Unaccusativity
Adger Ch. 4 (4.4.4 to end)

7.
Tues. Oct 7
Aux, head movement,
Adger Ch. 5



do-support


Thur. Oct 9
Aux, head movement
Exercises Due


do-support

8.
Tues. Oct 14
Expletives
Adger Ch. 6


Thur. Oct 16
Expletives
Midterm Due




Topic



Reading/Work that is Due
9.
Tues. Oct 21
Internal subject hypothesis


 


Thur. Oct 23
Case and Voice
10.
Tues. Oct 28
Case and Voice

Exercises Due



Thur. Oct 30
Raising

Adger Ch. 8
11.
Tues. Nov 4
Raising

Exercises Due

Thur. Nov 6
Control

12.
Tues. Nov 11
Control

Exercises Due

Thur. Nov 13
Determiner Phrases

Tallerman Ch. 4

13.  Tues. Nov 18
Determiner Phrases

Adger Ch. 7


Thur. Nov 20
Determiner Phrases

Exercises Due
14.
Tues. Nov 25
Catch-up and Clarification


Thur. Nov 27
Thanksgiving Holiday—no classes

15.
Tues. Dec 2
Summary and Evaluations


Thur. Dec 4
Reading and writing day—no classes



[Dr. Stvan is out of town]

ExamWeek:




Wed. Dec 10

Squibs Due by 5:00 p.m.

Additional Dates to Note

Wed.  
Sept. 10

Census Date

Fri. 

Oct. 31

Last day to Drop a Course

Thurs.  
Dec. 18

Grades available: http://www.uta.edu/mymav
1

