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German 

3313-001

German Conversation and Culture: German Film
Fall Semester 2009
The Department of Modern Languages (817.272.3161)

The University of Texas at Arlington

Instructor of Record: Dr. Lana Rings
    * Office Hours: TBA, and by appointment

    * Office: 327 Hammond Hall 

    * Telephone: 817.272.5541 or 817.272.3161  
    * E-mail: rings@uta.edu 

Course Information

    * Class meeting place: 211 Trimble Hall

    * Class meeting times: 11:00 – 12:20

    * Credit Hours: 3
    * Prerequisite(s): GERM 2314 with a grade of C or better, or equivalent
    * Additional Information on the Web at: http://german.uta.edu
    * German Course Website: http://langlab.uta.edu/german/courses/
Required Materials

    * Reimer, Robert and Reinhard Zackau. Arbeitsbuch zu German Culture through Film. Newburyport, MA: Focus Publishing, 2006.
Course Description

World War I was brought on by various circumstances and events. It in turn left a devastated Germany which set off a failed democracy (Weimar Republic), Hitler’s rise to power, protest movements, and expressionist film, … which feared or led to World War II and the death camps, … which in turn led to the aftermath of World War II: destruction, the need for foreigners to come in a work because so few men were left, the rise of the Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain and eventually the fall of the Wall. In the aftermath of all that, Germany has gone beyond the War, has addressed other issues, including those of living and dying, deafness, and love, as well as the interest Germans have in the United States and its culture. In this course students will explore these topics, while developing oral skills in German, both conversational and presentational skills.

World War I: 1914-1918

The Weimar Republic: 1918-1933

Hitler’s Consolidation of Power: 1933-1939

World War II: 1939-1945

The Division of Germany into West and East (Federal Republic of Germany and German Democratic Republic): 1949-1989

Building and Tearing Down of the Berlin Wall: 1961-1989

Invited “Guest” (Foreign) Workers in Germany: 1960’s – present

Reunification of the Two Germanies: 1990-present

Films Located in the Acquisition Center (Third Floor Trimble Hall). Films in red are featured in textbook.
Before World War II there was a foreboding of things to come: protest, the failed Weimar Republic, the weird new expressionistic film.

4010100 
German Theater of Protest: 1918 - 1938 
2 of 2

4010101 
The Weimar Republic: 1918 - 1933 
2 of 2

4011040 
The Blue Angel 
2 of 2

4011038 
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari 
2 of 2

4011033 
Metropolis 
2 of 2

World War II

4010036 
Germany, Pale Mother 
1 of 1

4010073 
Downfall 
4 of 4

4011036 
Germany, Pale Mother 
2 of 2

4011078 
Jew Suss 
2 of 2 (an anti-semitic film used by the Nazis in their propaganda war against the Jews)

4011202 
The Nasty Girl 
2 of 2

4019003 
The Marriage of Maria Braun 
2 of 2

4019013 
The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum 
2 of 2

4019020 
Nowhere In Africa 
2 of 2

4019021 
Rosenstrasse 
2 of 2

4019023 
The Harmonists

The Results of World War II

4010057 
Ali: Fear Eats the Soul 
2 of 2 

4010058 
Good Bye Lenin 
2 of 2

The following are just in and are being catalogued:

The Miracle of Bern

The Lives of Others
Beyond the War and Its Aftermath: these films have nothing to do with the war, but deal with life, fate, and death. Germans are getting beyond the war. Films that have nothing to do with the war are now considered some of the best German art films. 

4019011 
Run Lola Run 
2 of 2

4019017 
The Princess and the Warrior 
2 of 2

4019018 
Beyond Silence 
2 of 2

4011002 
Wings of Desire 
2 of 2

4010049 
Short Invention Vol. 1 
2 of 2

Ligher fare. These are wonderful films that are not so heavy. 

They are being catalogued in the lab.

Schultze Gets the Blues

Mostly Martha
Course Objectives

In this course you will have the opportunity to practice and develop your oral skills in German. In addition, through viewing and thinking about German films of the twentieth century, you will come to understand better some of the cultural historical issues that inform how Germans think of themselves and the world today. You will see the issues that German children grapple with as they grow up to assume the identity of “German” and how it is similar to and different from your own background. You will have the opportunity to ponder many ideas and topics and develop your own thinking regarding them.
Intended Student Learning Outcomes/Goals

Students will be able to converse in German about German film. 

Students will be able to present information, opinion, and well reasoned arguments in oral form about topics pertaining to German film.

Students will demonstrate knowledge about the topics, history, and culture of twentieth century Germany.
Method of Evaluation
The grade will be based on

* 45%: 3 8-minute power point presentations (Weeks 6, 11, and Finals Week)

* 25%: 5 mini-oral skills presentations

* 20%: 5 mini-quizzes

* 10%: Effort and Participation

Attendance: -3/4 point off final grade after first 2 absences (so save your absences for when you really need them!)
Grade Scale

A = 100-90

B = 89-90

C = 79-70

D = 69-60

F = 59-0

Methods of Presentation

The instructor may use lectures, debates, group/individual in-class oral or written work, group/individual projects, Internet projects, music or videos.

Make-up Exams and Quizzes

Make-up presentations are allowed only in the case of emergencies and require documentation. Any other considerations will be made on a case-by-case basis. When possible, please notify me in advance of absences on quiz and presentation days.
Attendance

Regular classroom attendance is expected of all students. All classes and exams are based upon that assumption. You are responsible for acquiring class notes if you have to miss. Ultimately you will find that regular attendance is essential for a satisfactory grade performance. In addition, borderline grades are adjusted based on class participation and performance. Students are allowed two "free" absences to use for emergencies. For every subsequent absence, .75 will be deducted from a student’s final grade (so save your absences for when you really need them!). IF YOU ARE ABSENT WHILE A FILM IS BEING SHOWN, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO VIEW IT IN THE LANGUAGE ACQUISITION CENTER AFTER IT HAS BEEN RETURNED THERE. IT IS DEFINITELY MUCH MORE FUN TO WATCH IT AS A GROUP.
Tutoring

Tutoring is available, at no or little cost, through SOAR. For information contact SOAR at http://www.uta.edu/soar/ or 817/272-2617. IF YOU ARE A STUDENT WITH ADVANCED GERMAN PROFICIENCY, YOU MAY WISH TO BECOME A TUTOR. CONTACT SOAR.

Withdrawals

Please note that the last day to withdraw from class with a "W" is October 30, 2009. Be aware that after this date you will receive an academic grade in the course. Initiating the drop procedure is the student's responsibility. If you have any questions about withdrawals, please see me after class.

Disruptive Behavior

Disruptive behavior, which keeps other students from learning, will not be tolerated. Students who engage in such behavior will be cautioned first, then more drastic measures will be taken.

Final Review Week

A period of five class days prior to the first day of final exams is designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final exams. During this week, no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabus. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any exams constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except make-up tests, and no instructor shall give any portion of the final exam.

Language Lab

The Language Acquisition Center (LAC), located on the third floor of Trimble Hall, offers audio, video, and computer services. Your instructor will guide you in your use of the "Lab" and its holdings. LAC Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The German Language Society (German Club)

The German Language Society is open for membership to all students interested in the German language and culture who wish to meet with others of similar interests. Activities include meetings, Kaffeeklatsch, outings, and parties. Meeting times will be announced in class.

Library

Jody Bailey is the Modern Languages Librarian. She can be reached at 817.272.7516, and by e-mail at jbailey@uta.edu. Furthermore, you will find some useful research information at http://www.uta.edu/library/research/rt-foreign.html.

Achieving Academic Success

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. They include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817.272.6107 for more information and appropriate referrals. For this class specifically, I will offer tutoring and review sessions on an as-needed basis.

Americans With Disabilities Act

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 93112--The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to Section 504 of The Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As an instructor, I am required by law to provide reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. It is the student’s responsibility to inform faculty at the beginning of the semester and to provide authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.

Academic Dishonesty

It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.

    Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts. (Regents' Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3.2, Subdivision 3.22)

More specifically for this class, please remember that translating someone else's work into another language without attribution falls under the rubric of plagiarism. Also, please keep in mind that information freely available or otherwise on the Internet is to be treated like all other source material and must be fully documented. Please cite, attribute, and document carefully. If in doubt, check with your instructor. A style manual such as the one issued by the Modern Language Association is an invaluable resource for citation guidelines. Finally, when using translation programs, bear in mind that you will still have work to do, as some translated parts will be excellent, while others will be terrible. You will have to ascertain which is which and deal with it.
a. The difference, in this course, between cheating and perfecting your portfolio product. First of all, cheating would be 1) having someone else do your work for you or 2) having someone translate from your English into German for you. Perfecting your portfolio product would be what you would do if you were in the business world and had to create a presentation in German yourself. You would rely on translators, dictionaries, the internet, and even people to help you, but in the business world they would not do the work for you. They might read it over and edit it to a certain extent after you had it ready. Be aware, when using translators, that written language is often more formal than spoken language. When presenting, you want to be somewhat formal by not using slang, or vulgar or ungrammatical language. At the same time, you don’t want to use extremely long sentences or phrases that would be hard for the ear to understand quickly, since the spoken word goes by so much more quickly than the written. You want to be understood by your classmates and me.

b. The difference, in this course, between plagiarism and your own work. Using others words or ideas without attribution (saying where they came from) constitutes plagiarism. Using language phrases, for example “at the beginning of” or “in the event of,” would not be using another person’s idea. You could use such phrases.

Dates of Importance

August 24: First Day of Classes

August 24-30: Late registration

September 7: Labor Day Holiday

September 9: Census Date

October 26: Spring Term registration begins for all students

October 30: Last day to drop courses

November 26-29: Thanksgiving Holidays

December 4: Last day of Classes

December 5-11: Final Exams
	Decade
	Events
	Film That Takes Place during the Decade (These films will be shown in class.)

	1930’s
	Hitler comes to power. Beginning of World War II.
	“Nowhere in Africa.” (Film 2.)

	1940’s
	World War II. Germany in ruins. Division of Germany. Beginning of Cold War.
	“Nowhere in Africa.”

	1950’s
	Germany begins recovery. Guest workers are invited to come work in Germany, as manpower is lacking (due to death and destruction from the Hitler years). Continuation of Cold War/Two Germanies
	

	1960’s
	Continuation of Cold War/Two Germanies/Guest Workers
	

	1970’s
	Continuation of Cold War/Two Germanies/Guest Workers
	“Ali Fear Eats the Soul” (Film 3.)

“The Nasty (Horrible) Girl” (Film 4.)

	1980’s
	Continuation of Cold War/Two Germanies/Guest Workers. 1989: Wall falls. End of Two Germanies. Beginning of End of Cold War
	1989: “Good-bye, Lenin” (Film 1.)

	1990’s
	Germany deals with unification.
	“Mostly Martha” (Film 5.)

	
	
	


German 3313. Detailed Information about Graded Work

1. 5 oral quizzes (two questions each, taken from textbook questions; 10 points per question, 20 points per quiz)

a. What: Answer questions from textbook in sentence form

b. Goals for Speakers

1) Practice intonation with memorized material

2) Practice pronunciation with memorized material

3) Reinforce knowledge about the film

c. Goals for Listeners

1) Practice listening to German

2) Reinforce knowledge about the film

d. Grading Criteria, per question (10 points total)

1) Correct Answer: ________ points

2) Pronunciation: ________ points

3) Intonation: ________ points

4) Lack of Hesitation: ________ points

5) Deduction of how many points if you don’t know the answer and have to ask for another question (Eine andere Frage, bitte.): ________ points

2. 5 Mini-Presentations (about two minutes)

a. What: Contextual information about the film (time period depicted in the film, the real people on whom the characters were based, or the authors, directors, and/or film stars). Example, p. 257, “Kapitalistisches Ausland.”

b. Goals for Speakers

4) Practice speaking German

5) Practice communicating ideas to others so they understand

6) Learn about the time period of the film’s story

7) Teach others specifics about the times

c. Goals for Listeners

3) Practice listening to German

4) Learn about the time period

d. Grading Criteria

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

etc.

3. Portfolio Packages: 3 Longer Power Point Presentations (seven to eight minutes)
c. What: First two presentations: a fully developed presentation on a topic, either an expansion of the topic of one of your mini-presentations or the introduction to a new topic that has to do with the film or the time period in which the film was written, or in which the story takes place; in power point or digital storytelling format. Third and final presentation: may contain up to 2 minutes of the film about which you are presenting; in power point or digital storytelling format.

d. Goals for Speakers

8) Practice speaking German

9) Practice communicating ideas to others so they understand

10) Learn more about the film or the time period

11) Teach others specifics about the film or the time period

e. Goals for Listeners

5) Practice listening to German

6) Learn more about the time period

f. Perfect Presentations. Perfect German. Treat these as presentations that you will use to begin or add to a portfolio of materials demonstrating your abilities in German. Prepare these as if you were asked to present cultural information to German school children. 
g. Grading Criteria: written part (power point slides)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

etc.

h. Grading Criteria: spoken part
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

etc.

Aug. 25: Introduction. Creation of Grading Rubrics. How to read “cleverly.” Homework: Purchase book. Begin reading about films. 
Aug. 27: Introduction. Creation of Grading Rubrics. Homework: Read the information in your textbook about the first half of the film, “Good-bye, Lenin,” pp. 255-262 (do not look up any words – read “cleverly”). The only place where you may wish to look up words: the content questions scattered throughout. Some of them will be your quiz questions. Assignment of mini-presentation topics.

Sep. 1: Film 1. “Good-bye, Lenin.” Viewing of Part I. Homework: Re-read the information in your textbook about the first half of the film, 255-262. Read the rest of the chapter (do not look up any words – read “cleverly”). The only place where you may wish to look up words: the content questions scattered throughout. Some of them will be your quiz questions.

Sep. 3: Film 1. Viewing of Part II. Homework: Study for quiz. Begin work on your mini-presentation.

Sep. 8: Quiz. Discussion.

Sep. 10: Mini-presentations. Discussion. Assignment of new mini-presentation topics. Homework: Read the information in your textbook about the first half of the film, “Nowhere in Africa.”
Sep. 15: Film 2.”Nowhere in Africa.” Viewing. Textbook work.

Sep. 17: Film 2. Viewing. Creation of Quiz Questions. Textbook work.

Sep. 22: Quiz. Discussion.

Sep. 24: Mini-presentations. Discussion.

Sep. 29: Power point presentations (half of class members)

Oct. 1: Power point presentations (half of class members)

Oct. 6: Film 3. “Ali Fear Eats the Soul.” Viewing. Textbook work.

Oct. 8: Film 3. Viewing. Creation of Quiz Questions. Textbook work.

Oct. 13: Quiz. Discussion.

Oct. 15: Mini-presentations. Discussion.

Oct. 20: Film 4. “The Nasty (Horrible) Girl.” Viewing. Textbook work.

Oct. 22: Film 4. Viewing. Creation of Quiz Questions. Textbook work.

Oct. 27: Quiz. Discussion.                    

Oct. 29: Special Day

Nov. 3: Mini-presentations. Discussion. 

Nov. 5: Power point presentations (half of class members)

Nov. 10: Power point presentations (half of class members)

Nov. 12: Film 5. “Mostly Martha.” Viewing. Textbook work.

Nov. 17: Film 5. Viewing. Creation of Quiz Questions. Textbook work.

Nov. 19: Quiz. Discussion.

Nov. 24: Mini-presentations. Choosing films for final presentations.

Nov. 26: Thanksgiving Holiday (no class)

Dec. 1: Begin viewing your chosen new film and preparing final power point presentation.

Dec. 3: Continuation of preparation for final presentation.

Week of Dec. 7: Tuesday, Dec. 8, 11:00 – 1:30. Final presentations.
