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FREN 5330: The Nineteenth-Century French Novel

Fall 2009

Instructor: Dr. Aimée Israel-Pelletier

Office: Hammond 328

Office Hours: W 10-12:00, and by appointment

Phone: 817-272-5530

Email: aip@uta.edu
Modern Language Office: 817-272-3161

Meeting Place & Time: Conference Room in Hammond on Wednesdays 5:00-7:50

Course Description: This course is an in depth study of major currents of the nineteenth-century French novel. It is an examination of the aesthetic and ideological foundations of Romanticism, Realism, Idealism, Impressionism, and Naturalism as reflected in the novel.  

Student Learning Outcome: During this course offering, students will be able to:

--describe the history of the nineteenth-century novel.

--describe the significant aesthetic shifts that characterize specific literary movements.

--describe how political and social realities affect aesthetic trends.

--discuss the shifting status of the author and of the reader. 

--master terminology related to the way we speak about fiction.

--master different approaches to the interpretation of fiction (sociological, psychoanalytical, semiological, and reader-response).

--explain the impact of science and technology on the novel and on perceptions of reality. 

--explain the different writing styles and concerns of the major writers under consideration: Stendhal, Balzac, Sand, Flaubert, Maupassant, and Zola.

Required Books: 

Stendhal, Le Rouge et le noir (Garnier Flammarion)

Balzac, La Cousine Bette (Gallimard Folio)

Sand, La Petite Fadette (Garnier Flammarion)

Flaubert, Madame Bovary (Gallimard)

Maupassant, Pierre et Jean (Gallimard Folio)

Zola, Nana (Livre de Poche)

Method of Evaluation: The final course grade will be based on

--30 minutes Oral Presentation: 15%

--8-10 page Mid-Semester Research Paper based on Oral Presentation:  15%

--Final Paper 25%

--Class Discussion Leader: 20%

--Class Preparation & Participation: 25%

Attendance: Regular classroom attendance is expected of all students. All classes and grades are based upon that assumption. Under no circumstance will an Oral Presentation or Class Discussion be subject to a make up.  You will receive a grade of F for these two assignments in the event of an absence. If absent without a legitimate excuse during a class or part of a period, you will receive a zero for that day’s Class Preparation & Participation. You are responsible for acquiring class notes if you miss. You must alert me by E-mail as soon as you know that you will be absent.

Drop Policy: Students will not be automatically dropped for non-attendance. Repayment of certain types of financial aid administered through the University may be required as the result of dropping classes or withdrawing. Contact the Financial Aid Office for more information.

Americans with Disabilities Act: The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of all federal equal opportunity legislation, including the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). All instructors at UT Arlington are required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Any student requiring an accommodation for this course must provide the instructor with official documentation in the form of a letter certified by the staff in the Office for Students with Disabilities, University Hall 102. Only those students who have officially documented a need for an accommodation will have their request honored. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining disability-based academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability or by calling the Office for Students with Disabilities at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. According to the UT System Regents’ Rule 50101, §2.2, "Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." 

Student Support Services Available: The University of Texas at Arlington has established a variety of programs to help students meet the challenges of college life. Support to students includes advising, counseling, mentoring, tutoring, supplemental instruction, and writing assistance. For a complete list of academic support services, visit the Academic Assistance resource page of the Office of Student Success Programs, www.uta.edu/uac/studentsuccess/academic-assistance. To help students address personal, academic and career concerns, individual counseling is also available. For more information, students are encouraged to contact Counseling Services www.counseling.uta.edu at (817) 272-3671 or visit a counselor in 216 Davis Hall. 

Electronic Communication Policy: The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University “MavMail” address as the sole official means of communication with students. MavMail is used to remind students of important deadlines, advertise events and activities, and permit the University to conduct official transactions exclusively by electronic means. For example, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation are now sent to students through the MavMail system. All students are assigned a MavMail account. Students are responsible for checking their MavMail regularly. Information about activating and using MavMail is available at http://www.uta.edu/oit/email/. There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active even after they graduate from UT Arlington.

August 26: Presentations

September

2
Stendhal: Le Rouge et le noir, Livre Premier


Discussion Leader: Chloé


Oral Presentation: Nhat (Le roman du XVIIIe siècle)

9
Stendhal: Le Rouge et le noir Livre Second


Discussion Leader: Pie-Rene

16
Balzac: La Cousine Bette, chapitres 1-108 (“La police”)


Discussion Leader: Lyn


Oral Presentation: Engobo (Le romantisme)

23
Balzac: La Cousine Bette, terminez le roman.


Oral Presentation: Thierry (Le réalisme)

30
Sand, La Petite Fadette, lire le roman en son entier


Discussion Leader: Fanny


Oral Presentation: Gigi (La politique 1789 à 1848)
October

7
Sand


Oral Presentation: Courtney (L’idéalisme)

14
Flaubert, Madame Bovary, lire Première et Dexième parties


Discussion Leader: Engobo 


Oral Presentation: Chloé (Le Second Empire & Haussmann)

Mid-semester paper due

21
Flaubert, Madame Bovary, terminez le roman.


Discussion Leader: Nhat

28
Maupassant, Pierre et Jean, lire le roman en son entier


Discussion Leader: Courtney


Oral Presentation: Lyn (La Troisième République)
November

4
Zola, Nana, Chapitre Premier à VII


Discussion Leader: Gigi


Oral Presentation: Fanny (L’impressionnisme)

11
Zola, Nana, teminez le roman


Discussion Leader: Thierry


Oral Presentation: Pier-Rene (Le naturalisme)

18
Zola

25 
Thanksgiving. Pas de classe.

December 

2 
Synthesis

Final paper due by December 7.

