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URPA 5312, Urban Economic Policy, explores the economic dimension of different public policy arenas. The course begins with a general discussion how public policies have contributed to urban form. The course then proceeds to discuss seven separate public policy areas from an economic perspective. Each section requires the student to read a short introduction and two or three assigned readings. The student then submits written critiques of the set of readings. Bulletin board discussions require responses to policy area specific questions. Students have an opportunity to reflect on what other students contribute and respond to their classmates.

The sum of the six papers and the bulletin board discussions where applicable comprise eighty percent of the course grade. The remaining twenty percent of the grade is based upon the course paper/final exam. 

The course paper/final exam assignment is to write a seven to ten page paper that integrates three of the policy areas on which the course has a lesson and demonstrates how each policy area influences the other two areas and how it is influenced by the other two. At a minimum you should remain aware of this assignment throughout the semester and ideally you would work on it over the course of the semester.

Student Learning Outcomes:

1.
Students will discuss the different positions of the debate on decentralization of population.

2.
Students will analyze the impact of local economic development policies.

3.
Students will explain how three different policies each other in the urban economy.

Calendar 

Lesson 1: Sprawl (August 24 – September 8)


Anthony, Jerry, 2004. “Do State Growth Management Regulations Reduce Sprawl?” Urban Affairs Review Vol. 39 no. 3 pp. 376-397.

Downs, A., 2005. “Smart Growth: Why We Discuss It More than We Do It,” Journal of the American Planning Association. Vol. 71, No. 4. Pp. 367-380.

Nechyba, T. and Walsh R., 2004. “Urban Sprawl,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 18, No. 4. Pp. 177-200.


Bulletin Board Discussion: Sept. 1 - Sept.5.


Written Assignment Due: Sept. 8 by 10:00 p.m. Central Time.
Lesson 2: Land Use Policies (September 9 – September 24)


Cowan, S., 2006. “Anti-Snob Land Use Laws, Suburban Exclusion, and Housing Opportunity.” Journal of Urban Affairs. Vol. 28, No. 3. Pp. 295-313.

Ihlanfeldt, K. R., 2004. “Exclusionary Land-use regulations within Suburban Communities: A Review of the Evidence and Policy Prescriptions.” Urban Studies, vol. 41, No. 2, pp. 261-283.
Quigley, J., Raphael S. and Rosenthal, L., 2004. “Local Land-use Controls and Demographic Outcomes in a Booming Economy.” Urban Studies, Vol. 41, No. 2. Pp. 389-421.


Bulletin Board Discussion: Sept. 15 – Sept. 19.


Written Assignment Due: Sept. 21 by 10:00 p.m.  Central Time.
Lesson 3: Local Economic Development (September 25 – October 10)


Faulk, 2002. “Do State Economic Development Incentives Create Jobs An Analysis of State Employment Tax Credits?” National Tax Journal Vol. 55 no. 2 pp.  263-280.

Jeong, M. and Feiock, R. 2006. “Impact Fees, Growth Management, and Development: A Contractual Approach to Local Policy and Governance.” Urban Affairs Review, Vol. 41. No. 6, Pp. 749-768.

O’Keefe, Suzanne, 2004. “Job Creation in California’s Enterprise Zones: A Comparison Using a Propensity Score Matching Model,” Journal of Urban Economics Vol. 55, no. 1, pages 131-150.

Papke, Leslie, 1994. “Tax Policy and Urban Development: Evidence from the Indiana Enterprise Zone Program,” Journal of Public Economics Vol. 54, no. 1, pages 37-49.


Bulletin Board Discussion: Sept. 29 – Oct. 3.


Written Assignment Due: Oct. 6 by 10:00 p.m. Central Time.

Lesson 4: Housing (October 11– October 26)


Dietz, R. D. and D. R. Haurin, 2003. “The Social and Private Micro-level Consequences of Homeownership,” Journal of Urban Economics Vol. 54 pp. 401-450.

Masnick, George S., 2002. “The New Demographics of Housing,” Housing Policy Debate Vol. 13 no. 2 pp. 275-321.

Priemus, H., Kemp, P., and D. Varady, 2005. “Housing Vouchers in the United States, Great Britain, and the Netherlands: Current issues and Future Perspectives.” Housing Policy Debate, Vol. 16, No. 3 & 4, pp. 575-609.

Renuart, E., 2004.“An Overview of the Predatory Mortgage Lending Process,” Housing Policy Debate, Vol. 15, No. 3, pp. 467-502.

Bulletin Board Discussion: Oct. 20 – Oct. 24.


Written Assignment Due: Oct. 26 by 10:00 p.m. Central Time.
Lesson 5: Transportation Policy (October 27 – November 11)


Delucchi, M., 2007. “Do motor-vehicle users in the US pay their way?” Transportation Research Part A, Vol. 41 pp. 982-1003.

Houston, D., J. Wu, P. Ong and A. Winer, 2006. “Down to the Meter: Localized Vehicle Pollution Matters,” Access, Number 29, Fall, pp. 22-27.
Litman, T., 2004. “Transit Price Elasticities and Cross-Elasticities,” Journal of Public Transportation, Vol. 7 No. 2 Pp. 37-58.
Sarzynski, A., Wolman, H. Galster, G. and Hanson, R., 2006. “Testing the Conventional Wisdom and Land Use and Traffic Congestion: The More We Sprawl, the Less We Move?” Urban Studies, Vol. 43, No. 3, Pp. 601-626.

Bulletin Board Discussion: Oct. 27 – Oct. 31.

Written Assignment Due: Nov. 6 by 10:00 p.m. Central Time.
Lesson 6: Urban Education and Urban Labor  (November 12– November 30)


Hess, F. M. and D. L. Leal, 2001. “Quality, Race, and the Urban Education Marketplace,” Urban Affairs Review, Vol. 37 no. 2 pp. 249-266.
Sidney, Mara S., 2002. “The Role of Ideas in Education Politics: Using Discourse Analysis to Understand Barriers to Reform in Multiethnic Cities,” Urban Affairs Review Vol. 38 no. 2 pp. 253-279. 

Skinner, Curtis, 2004. “The Changing Occupational Structure of Large Metropolitan Areas: Implications for the High School Educated,” Journal of Urban Affairs Vol. 26 no. 1 pp. 67-88.
Stoll, M., 2005. “Geographical Skills Mismatch, Job Search and Race.” Urban Studies. Vol. 42, No. 4, Pp. 695-717.


Bulletin Board Discussion: Nov. 10 – Nov. 14.


Written Assignment Due: Nov. 16 by 10:00 p.m. Central Time.
Final Exam Is Due December 11 by 10 p.m. Central Time.


