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Council on Social Work Educational Policy, Section 4.5 Social Work Practice: 

Social work practice is anchored in the purposes of the social work profession and focuses on strengths, capacities, and resources of client systems in relation to their broader environment, Students learn practice content that encompasses knowledge and skills to work with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and communities.  This content includes engaging clients in an appropriate working relationship, identifying issues, problems, needs, resources, and asset; collecting and assessing information; and planning for service delivery.  It includes using communication skills, supervision, and consultation.  Practice content also includes identifying, analyzing, and implementing empirically based interventions designed to achieve client goals; applying empirically based interventions designed to achieve client goals; applying empirical knowledge and technological advances; evaluating program outcomes and practice effectiveness; developing, analyzing, advocating, and providing leadership for policies and services; and promoting social and economic justice.  

UTA-School of Social Work: Definition of Evidence-Informed Practice:
Evidence-informed practice (EIP) is a guiding principal for the UTA-SSW.  This approach is guided by the philosophy espoused by Gambrill (2006) and others who discuss evidence-based practice (EBP).  Though many definitions of EIP/EBP saturate the literature, we offer two definitions that most closely define our understanding of the concept and serve to explicate our vision of EIP for the UTA-SSW:


The use of the best available scientific knowledge derived from randomized, controlled outcome studies, and meta-analyses of existing outcome studies, as one basis for guiding professional interventions and effective therapies, combined with professional ethical standards, clinical judgment, and practice wisdom (Barker, 2003, p. 149).

            …..the integration of the best research evidence with our clinical expertise and our patient’s unique values and circumstances (Strauss, et al. (2005). 

The UTA SSW vision statement states that the “School’s vision is to promote social and economic justice in a diverse environment.”  Empowerment connects with the vision statement because, as Rees (1991) has pointed out, the very objective of empowerment is social justice.  Empowerment is a seminal vehicle by which social justice can be realized.  It could well be argued that true social justice cannot be realized without empowerment. Empowerment, anchored with a generalist base, directs social workers to address root causes at all levels and in all contexts, not simply “symptoms”.  This is not a static process but an ongoing, dynamic process, a process leading to a greater degree of social justice and equality.  

UTA-School of Social Work: Definition of Empowerment
Empowerment is defined by Barker (2003:142) as follows: 

 

In social work practice, the process of helping individuals, families, groups, and communities increase their personal, interpersonal, socioeconomic, and political strength and develop influence toward improving their circumstances.
Graduate Catalog Course Description:

Overview of the literature which describes physical, psychological, and cultural characteristics unique to childhood and adolescence. Attention then turned to treatment principles, and the specification of procedures for the amelioration of problems common to children and adolescents.
Purpose of the Course

This course focuses on direct social work practice with children and adolescents with mental health conditions. It follows the course SOCW6325 Advanced Micro Practice and SOCW 6336 Direct Practice with Mental Health Clients.  While 6325 details a broad range of interventions and 6336 narrows the focus to adults with mental health concerns, this course addresses children and adolescents with mental health concerns, including a focus on early onset of adult conditions described in the categorical system, DSM-IV, as well as infant, child, and adolescent conditions described in that system.  Thus, the categorical system, DSM-IV, will be explored as it applies to this age group. The course addresses assessment and interventions for mental illness, substance abuse, and mental health disabilities.  The current research literature on mental health is explored to determine the most reliable bases for contributing factors, assessment, and treatment.    Particular mental health issues will include the fundamentals of mental well-being, problems-in-living, chronic and acute mental illnesses, and substance abuse.

The rationale for the course is that, in many settings, social workers are often the first, and sometimes the only, helping professionals available to provide services to troubled children. Social workers need a core foundation of assessment and intervention skills in order to work effectively with the unique challenges of working with children and adolescents. Assessment of children is examined in the context of human development, both of the individual child, their parent(s) and family, as well as the larger systems in their environment. An integrative bio-psycho-social framework for assessment and treatment of children and adolescents, drawing on ecological, systemic, cognitive, and behavioral theories, is used to assess and intervene with children's problems and difficulties with a strong emphasis on evidence-based interventions in children’s mental health. The current research literature on mental health is explored to determine the most reliable bases for contributing factors, assessment, and treatment. Wraparound philosophy and collaboration with other helping disciplines is emphasized.

Interventions are broadly defined to include both direct work with individual children, collaborative and/or conjoint work with parents and families, advocacy efforts and consultation. Specific techniques addressed in this course include behavioral contracting, cognitive-behavioral interventions and crisis intervention. Particular attention is given to understanding child development, assessment and intervention approaches with a culturally sensitive context, and through social work values and ethics. Content on interviewing children and families in a variety of settings is included. Collaboration with other helping professions is emphasized. Issues pertaining to social and economic justice are addressed through examining the impacts of poverty, health disparities, single-parent families and homelessness on children and families.

Student Learning Outcomes:


By the end of the semester, students should be able to demonstrate the following knowledge areas in their class assignments, term papers, examinations, and group projects: 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of evidence-based practice that includes understanding systems, the child/family in the environment, human development, diverse family structures and concepts of family empowerment.

2. Identify the potential risk factors, including biological underpinnings, that may increase children’s vulnerabilities for emotional, social and behavioral problems, as well as protective factors that promote resilience. Understand the social and economic context and forces impacting the development and well being of children, adolescents and their families.

3. Describe the cultural context of development, including the roles played by race, ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation.

4. Demonstrate skills in the interviewing process, including clinical interviewing techniques as well as other methods and skills in writing assessment reports.

5. Understand the issues of trauma, grief, and loss in multiple forms that affect children, adolescents and their families.

6. Identify indicators and dynamics of physical, emotional and sexual abuse of children.

7. Identify, through interview and screening techniques, issues of substance abuse and alcohol in families.

8. Demonstrate skills in the intervention process through the application of an integrative theoretical framework in working with the most commonly encountered child problems.

9. Describe the core components of an interdisciplinary integrated service plan/care management for children and families.

10. Identify ethical issues and research practices relevant to social work practice with children.

11. Demonstrate an understanding of various theories and techniques as applied to the treatment of children and adolescents.


Note: Course Syllabus Changes – The course instructor reserves the option to modify the course syllabus throughout the course offering by adding guest speakers, audio visual media, instructional technology, or supplemental materials and/or modify assignments or make substitutions so long as course objectives are met and the overall grading criteria are maintained.
Requirements:

Students are expected to participate actively in the teaching/learning process by asking questions, participating in discussions and actively voicing their views and opinions.  Methods to be used include lectures, presentation, class exercises, videotaped role plays and live interview demonstrations, and exchange of ideas. 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER COURSE MATERIALS: 
Some class sessions will be done online using the WebCT site for this course to teach to teach literature search techniques and single subject design strategies for evaluating practice.  Some will be located in the computer lab/technology classroom, Social Work Building E, to teach literature search techniques, to teach techniques for evaluating the available evidence on best practices in mental health, , and to permit students to analyze primary source readings from major theorists and to identify and review research on evidence-based mental health interventions.  Thus, the developing evidentiary base on mental health interventions will serve as a required “text” in this course. Major online references will include Clinical Evidence Mental Health at www.clinicalevidence.com, The Cochrane Library at http://www.cochrane.org, and the Campbell Collaboration Library at www.campbellcollaboration.org. A program-oriented resource is www.samhsa.gov/ebpWebguide . 
For spring 2009, these computer lab sessions are scheduled for Thursday, January 29 and April 16 in Social Work Building E. The online WebCT class sessions (agendas are posted on the WebCT site) are scheduled for Thursday, February 5 
American Psychological Association (2009).  Publication manual of the American  Psychological Association (6th Ed.).  Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association. ISBN:  0-89042-025-4.  You may use reference copy on reserve if have no copy.
American Psychiatric Association. (2000). Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. (4th ed. Text rev.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Association ISBN:  0-89042-024-6

Johnson, H. C. (2004).  Psyche and synapse; Expanding worlds: The role of neurobiology in emotions, behavior, thinking, and addiction for non-scientists. (2nd Ed.). Greenfield, MA.: Deerfield Valley Publishing.  ISBN:  0-9759095-0-9.

Thompson, C.L. & Henderson, D. (2007). Counseling Children. 7th ed. USA: Brooks/Cole. ISBN: 0495007757
One clicker, available at the University Bookstore, and one videotape cassette or DVD to use for recording your role plays in designated class exercises.  If you are bringing your own video camera for class use (which is encouraged), buy the cassette that fits your camera.  Otherwise, buy a blank VHS tape (or provide a used tape that you are willing to tape over), since this type can be used with the School of Social Work’s video equipment.
RECOMMENDED TEXTS:

Diamond, M.C., Scheibel, A.B., & Elson, L.M. (1985).  The human brain coloring book. 

     Oakville, CA.: HarperPerennial. 

Fischer, J. & Corcoran, K. (2007). Measures for clinical practice, Vol.1. Oxford:  Oxford

     University Press.

Lezak, M.D. (1995). Neuropsychological assessment. (3rd ed.) Oxford: Oxford University

     Press

Munson, C.E. (2000).  The mental health diagnostic desk reference: Visual guides and more for learning to use the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM-IV).  New York: The Haworth Press, Inc.
Sadock, B.J. & Sadock, V.A. (2003).  Kaplan & Sadock’s Synopsis of psychiatry.  (9th 

     ed.).  Baltimore: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.

Spence, T.T., DiNitto, D.M., & Straussner, S.L. (Eds.). (2001). Neurobiology of addictions: Implications for clinical practice.  New York: The Haworth Press, Inc.
Szuchman, L.T. & Thomlison, B. (2007).  Writing with style: APA style for social

     work.  Belmont, CA.: Brooks/Cole.
CHOOSE ONE:
Guyatt, G. & Rennie, D. (Eds.). (2002). Users’ guide to the medical literature:

      essentials of evidence-based clinical practice. Chicago: AMA Press; OR

Moore, R. A.& McQuay,  H.(2006).  Bandolier's little book of making sense of the 

      evidence. Oxford, U.K.: Oxford University Press; OR
Gambrill, E. (2006) Social work practice:  A critical thinker’s guide. 2nd ed.  New  

     York: Oxford.
V. Course Outline/Topics and Readings/Assignments

Class 1 

Topic: Introduction & Understanding Tx of Children/Adolescents 
Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): #1, 2, 4,10 &11
Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Review Course Syllabus,

DSM system, Assessment Skills, Ethical Issues, Recording, Neurobiology.
   Read: T & H, Chs. 1, 2, & 20, Johnson, Part 1, and DSM intro
Class 2 (in SW Technology Classroom)
            Topic: Evidence-based Practice with Children/Adolescents with exemplars of
             Early Onset Mood and Anxiety Disorders and Conduct Disorders
Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): #1, 2, 3,4, 8, 10 &11
            Readings/Lecture/Assignments:   Literature search techniques,

            techniques for evaluating the available evidence on best practices in mental 
            health; students will analyze primary source readings from major
            research on evidence-based mental health assessment tools and interventions for

            infants, children, and adolescents in the context of selecting their paper topic and

   beginning the search for that topic. Mood/Anxiety Assessment, 
   Treatments – CBT for depression and anxiety, medications. Racial, Ethnic, and

   Cultural Issues
            Read: T&H, Chs. 4 & 8, Johnson, H.C. (2004). Parts 2 & 3, DSM Mood and

            Anxiety Disorders
 Class 3 ONLINE WEBCT
Topic: Evaluating Clinical Evidence and Using Practice Guidelines
   Readings/Lecture/Assignments: 
   Read: Johnson, H.C. (2004). Part 4, selected EBP text, begin DSM sections on
   Conditions of Infancy, Childhood, and Adolescence   
Class 4
Topic: The Assessment Interview and Clinical Interviewing Techniques
Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9 & 11

   Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Practice assessment role plays/videotaping 
   Read: T&H, Ch. 5, 7 & 8, continue DSM sections on Conditions of Infancy,

   Childhood, and Adolescence
Class 5

            Topic:  Early Onset Severe and Persistent Mental Illnesses

Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9 & 11

   Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Practice assessment role plays/videotaping 
            Read:  DSM sections on Psychotic Disorders and review Mood Disorders 
Class 6

Topic: Internalizing Behavior Disorders (childhood onset anxiety and mood

disorders)
            Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 4, 7, 8, 9 & 11

Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Assessment and Treatment, Racial, Ethnic, and

Cultural Issues
   Read:  continue DSM sections on Conditions of Infancy,

   Childhood, and Adolescence

Class 7
            Topic: Externalizing Behavior Disorders (Conduct Disorder/Oppositional
            Defiant Disorders, ADHD, Intermittent Explosive Disorder), Substance
            Abuse in Families, Behavioral Counseling
Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 4, 7, 8, 9 & 11

Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Assessment and Treatment, 

Racial, Ethnic, and Cultural Issues, Practice behavioral tx role plays/videotaping
   Read: T&H, Ch. 9, DSM continue sections on Conditions of Infancy,

   Childhood, and Adolescence and section on substance use disorders.
   Paper 1 due on biological underpinnings of mental health and behavior 

Class 8
Topic: Gender Identity Disorders, Eating Disorders, and SIB

Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 & 11

Readings/Lecture/Assignments:  Assessment and Treatment, 

Racial, Ethnic, and Cultural Issues, general review of psychopharmacology
Read:  DSM sections on these disorders
Examination #1 in class using clickers
Class 9

Topic: Brief Intervention Strategies (task-centered, solution-focused, harm

    reduction, motivational interviewing), Family Counseling, Grief and Loss in

    Families, Emotional, Physical and Sexual Abuse and other trauma.

 Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 & 11

 Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Assessment and Treatment, 

 Racial, Ethnic, and Cultural Issues
    Read: T&H, Ch. 12, Johnson, rest of book, DSM section on bereavement

Class 10 ONLINE WEBCT    
   Topic: Intervention Outcome Measurement
Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 & 11

Readings/Lecture/Assignments:  Single Subject Design and other outcome

measurement approaches for intervention effectiveness
Read: Selected EBP text
Class 11 (in Community Services Clinic and SW Technology Classroom)
Topic: Play Therapy and Standardized Client Videotaped Role Play
Student learning Outcomes Number(s): #1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9 &11

Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Standardized Teen Client Videotaped Role
Play in CSC Video Room and Observation Room; Demonstration of play therapy 

In CSC play therapy room, differentiation of play techniques in assessment and in

treatment, stage of development issues in using play therapy, discussion of

implementation of various treatment models (CBT, solution-focused, 

psychodynamic, systematic desensitization, behavioral/social learning) in

play therapy modality, search for current evidence on efficacy of play therapy

techniques in assessment and treatment with various populations
Read: T&H, Ch. 14, DSM continue sections on Conditions of Infancy,

Childhood, and Adolescence
Class 12
Topic: Counseling children with special concerns, Pervasive Developmental
Delay, Mental Retardation, Learning Disabilities, and related
Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9 & 11

Readings/Lecture/Assignments: 

Read: T&H, Ch. 18, finish DSM sections on Conditions of Infancy,

Childhood, and Adolescence 
Examination #2 in class using clickers


Class 13
Topic: Caregiver issues/parenting children with mental health issues
Student Learning Outcomes Number(s): # 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11

Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Final paper oral presentations
Final paper due

Class 14
         Topic:  Current controversies in the treatment of children and adolescents
         Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Final paper oral presentations
         Read: 1 current peer-reviewed article on prevalence and incidence of mental 
         disorders among children and adolescents, and post e-copy to WebCT Discussion
Class 15
         Topic: Wrap-up
Readings/Lecture/Assignments: Final paper oral presentations

VI. Descriptions of major assignments and examinations with due dates: 

There are two exams, two papers, and class exercises (including some which are videotaped in class, and some which are done through online discussion on the WebCT site for this course). Follow the class agenda posted on the WebCT site for this course for the two online class sessions scheduled for weeks 3 and 10; you must arrange for computer/internet access for these class sessions.  All written assignments are in APA format and hard copy.

Online classes and exercises:   Week 3        Evidence-based practice

                                                    Week 10      Outcome measurement

Class videotaping exercises:  bring cameras and tapes  
                                                    Week 4     Engagement & Assessment
                                                    Week 5     Diagnosing early onset SPMI
                                                    Week 7     Treatment of Externalizing Disorders
                                                    Week 11   Observation/mapping of “standard 

                                                                     client” role play

Students will be asked to bring video cameras from home, if available, for these exercises, as well as provide own tapes for recording and reviewing.

Major Course Assignments: Student Learning Outcomes 

Number(s): # 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11

Examinations.


Two Examinations will be given during the semester.  They will be made up of a variety of multiple choice questions from reading assignments and lectures administered via the classroom electronic response system (clickers).  

Writing Assignments.
Two major writing assignments will be given during the semester.  The first will be an opportunity to apply up-to-date knowledge of the biological underpinnings of mental disorders, biological human development, and their interaction with environmental influences to a specific mental health practice topic or condition of your choice.  The second will be an opportunity to apply concepts related to developmental tasks expected in the early life, middle age, and elderly life stages to the life experiences of an individual you have interviewed who is in the midst of life’s later stages.  

Paper 1:   Apply up-to-date knowledge of biological human development in interaction with environmental influences to a specific issue (mental health practice topic or condition) within a specific  child/adolescent life stage/trajectory of your choice.  5-10 pages (APA style) with references.

    Examples of topics include:  1) Biological underpinnings for addressing mental health sequelae (such as reactive attachment disorder or PTSD) of child maltreatment for children in a specific life stage (e.g., infancy, school-age, adolescence)  2) Biological underpinnings for effective juvenile justice program models for working with conduct disorders (e.g., latency age, adolescence).  3) Implications of the nature of early development of the central nervous system for child-rearing practices of a child with autism (e.g., neonatal, infancy, toddlerhood).  4) Implications of changes with maturation in the central nervous system for social support systems for the persons with early onset bipolar disorder.  5) Biological underpinnings for recovery models in substance abuse, as applied to a specific early life stage according to Erikson’s or Vaillant’s theoretical stages 6. Biological underpinnings for treating emotional dysregulation in infants with depressed mothers.

Paper 2 (with subsequent brief oral presentation): Review the literature on an assessment or intervention methodology for the treatment of a mental health condition of children/adolescents.  Then interview a parent of a child/adolescent with that condition, and summarize their experiences and recommendations concerning caregiving/parenting a child with this condition across the life span up to the time of interview (i.e., issues in pregnancy, neonatal period, infancy, toddlerhood, preschool, early school age, etc.), with an analysis comparing their viewpoints/experiences with that reflected in the literature you reviewed.  Use the following format:
I. Introduction

a. Problem statement, relationship to social work
b. Overview of paper
II. Literature review

a. Review of 10 recent (last 5 years) journal articles (i.e., peer-reviewed outcome/practice studies)

b. Interview summary

c. Critique of articles and comparative analysis in reference to parental experience/viewpoints
III. Recommendations and conclusions (should be from course material)

a. Recommendations for social work practice (based on review)

b. Concluding remarks
IV. References (at least 10 peer-reviewed, practice-related, professional journal articles; Wikipedia not acceptable.  Book references may be used in addition to the 10 articles which are the focus of the literature review.)

      V.       Presentation:  Summarize the implications for practice; 5-10 minutes 
Things to consider:

1. Briefly describe the method/technique including relevant empirical findings

related to its use.

2. Delineate assessment methodology including assessment measures/instruments appropriate for the intervention.

3. Describe the intervention.

4. Identify methods to evaluate treatment efficacy.

5. Document your paper extensively (a minimum of 10 references additional to required reading is required). Utilize APA reference format in text and reference list. 

6. Limit your paper to 10-15 double spaced typewritten pages excluding bibliographical references.

8. You may use an appendix in which to include assessment measures.
Grading:  Each part of the paper, plus presentation, will receive a maximum of 5 points for a maximum total of 25 points.  Grading is on grammar and content.  Poor grammar, spelling errors, etc. will lower paper one letter grade.   Paper must be 10-15 pages long.  Use APA style throughout.  
VII. Grading Policy: 

There will be 2 examinations accounting for 50% of your final grade. The exams will be closed book. A required paper will comprise 40% of your grade (5 points for paper outline, 10 points for rough draft of paper, 25 points for final paper). Class attendance and participation will comprise the final 10%. A separate handout details the written assignment. The examination dates and written assignment due dates are noted on the course outline. The grade scale is as follows:

90 - 100 A

80 - 89 B

70 - 79 C

60 - 69 D

0 - 59 F

Examination 1     25 points  

Examination 2     25 points

Term Paper   1     25 points  
Term Paper   2     25 points     

Grading Criteria: 

1. Demonstrate an ability to integrate course readings, outside research, and lectures into papers and discussions

2. Demonstrate integration of independent and critical thinking into papers, class exercises and discussions

3. Papers are well organized and follow accurate use of grammar, spelling and language

4. Form and style of papers follow APA style.

VIII. Attendance Policy: 
It is expected that you attend class and participate in class discussion.  Consequently, one missed class is a significant loss of instruction.  Early and unexcused exits from class will be counted as absence. The instructor should be notified prior to class if a student expects to be absent.  The instructor may grant excused absences in certain circumstances.  Two points will be deducted from the total grade for each unexcused absence.  In addition, one point will be deducted each time the student misses part of a class due to absence or inattention.
IX. Drop Policy:   

If you chose to drop the class, you have the responsibility to complete the paperwork according to the University’s schedule.  Not doing so may result in a failing grade.

X. Americans With Disabilities Act:  
The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

XI. Academic Integrity: 
It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

 
XII. Student Support Services Available
The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

XIII. Final Review Week: [Optional].  
A period of five class days prior to the first day of final examinations in the long sessions shall be designated as Final Review Week. The purpose of this week is to allow students sufficient time to prepare for final examinations. During this week, there shall be no scheduled activities such as required field trips or performances; and no instructor shall assign any themes, research problems or exercises of similar scope that have a completion date during or following this week unless specified in the class syllabi. During Final Review Week, an instructor shall not give any examinations constituting 10% or more of the final grade, except makeup tests and laboratory examinations. In addition, no instructor shall give any portion of the final examination during Final Review Week.  Classes are held as scheduled during this week and lectures and presentations may be given.

XIV. Librarian to Contact:   

The Social Sciences / Social Work Resource Librarian is John Dillard. His office is in the Social Work Electronic Library (SWEL) located in Building A: Suite 111 of the UTA Social Work Complex at 211 South Cooper Street, Arlington, Texas. He may also be contacted via E-mail: dillard@uta.edu or by Cell phone: (817) 675-8962, or through the SWEL phone: (817) 272-7518. His SWEL office hours are usually: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. The SWEL web page is linked to the School of Social Work Main Page and through the Central Library web page. The SWEL library contains a number of computer work stations and printing facilities, and resource guides for conducting research.

XV. E-Culture Policy:  

The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University email address as an official means of communication with students.  Through the use of email, UT-Arlington is able to provide students with relevant and timely information, designed to facilitate student success.  In particular, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation may be sent to students through email.

All students are assigned an email account and information about activating and using it is available at www.uta.edu/email.  New students (first semester at UTA) are able to activate their email account 24 hours after registering for courses.  There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active as long as a student is enrolled at UT-Arlington.  Students are responsible for checking their email regularly.


         PRINTING POLICY:

Assignments are to be turned-in for evaluation and grade in printed (paper format) as requested. Printing of digital or online course materials, other that paper handouts provided by the instructor, and a single print copy of the course syllabus, is the responsibility of the student. Digital or emailed assignments for grade will only be accepted with the prior explicit permission of the instructor. Printing allowances for students per course semester are permitted through the Library Pharos system. Faculty members are also limited in printing capacity and cannot cover the print costs for enrolled students.

XVI. Make-up Exam Policy: 


You will be allowed to take the course exam, if scheduled, on a different date only if you have a valid and verifiable excuse (excuses will be confirmed) for missing the exam and will have made previous arrangements with the professor. Pre-scheduled events (weddings, volunteer projects, vacation, employer based events, etc.) will likely not qualify as justification. 

No excuse will be accepted for submitting a course project (s) or assignment late given that the dates designated for submitting those projects would have been publicized since the beginning of the course.  If you anticipate an absence, you may send your project or assignment with a classmate or fax it on or prior to the due date.

XVII. Grade Grievance Policy: [Optional].

It is the obligation of the student, in attempting to resolve any student grievance regarding grades, first to make a serious effort to resolve the matter with the individual with whom the grievance originated. Individual course instructors retain primary responsibility for assigning grades. The instructor's judgment is final unless compelling evidence shows discrimination or preferential treatment or procedural irregularities. If students wish to appeal, their requests must be submitted in writing on an appeal form which is available in departmental or program offices. The normal academic channels are: department chair or program director, and academic Dean. However, before considering a grievance, the department chair or program director will refer the issue to a departmental or program committee of graduate faculty. If the committee cannot reach a decision acceptable to the parties involved, the matter will follow the remaining academic channels. If students are dissatisfied with the chair or director's decision, they may appeal the case to the academic Dean.

XVIII. Bibliography. 

A selected list of articles, books, book chapters, dissertations, videos, and other materials that might be of interest to students looking for information about social work practice issues may be found online: https://library.uta.edu/guidesBibls/gbSocialWorkPractice.jsp
and information about children’s interventions may be found at: http://libraries.uta.edu/dillard/subfiles/bibchildwelfarepolicy.htm Much of the material listed here is either owned by or accessible via the UT Arlington Library and more than half of the items listed are available Full text online to UT Arlington students and faculty. 

A Selected Course Resource Bibliography 

The Fundamentals and Core Theories

American Psychiatric Association.  (2000). Diagnostic & Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (5th ed.).  Washington, D.C.: American Psychiatric Association.

Bandura, A.  (1997).  Self-efficacy:  The exercise of control.  Freeman.

Bandura, A.  (1977).  Social learning theory.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Bandura, A.  (1969).  Principles of behavior modification.  New York: Holt, Rinehart, & Winston.

Beck, A. T.  (1967).  Depression:  Clinical, experimental, and theoretical aspects.  New York: Harper & Row.

Bloom, M.  (1975).  The paradox of helping:  Introduction to the philosophy of scientific practice.  New York: John Wiley & Sons.

Bloom, M., Fischer, J., & Orme, J. G.  (1998).  Evaluating practice:  Guidelines for the accountable professional.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.
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