History 3318-001

         Course Outline

U. S. Legal History II

Spring 2009







UH  01; TR 9:30-11:00am 

Instructor:  Dr. Laverne Prewitt




Office Hours:  

Office:  333 University Hall 





TR 11am-12:30pm

Phone:  817- 272-5267





email:  katiec2007@att.net
"The first thing we do, let's kill all the lawyers."

Shakespeare









Henry VI, Part II









Act IV, Scene ii

"God creates a miracle, now and then

Here lies a lawyer, an honest man."


English tombstone

** Please Note **

1)  If you require an accommodation based on disability, I would like to meet you the 

first week of the semester to solve any problems.


2)  The instructor will not drop students for excessive absences.  Students are responsible 

for dropping a course before the cut-off date for drops. 
Drop/Withdrawals:  If you decide to stop attending this class it is your responsibility to officially drop the course.  The final drop date is April 3, 2009.  If you stop attending but do not officially drop, you will receive an F.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended.  With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability.  Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.

Also, you may visit the Office of Students with Disabilities in Room 102 of University Hall or call them at 817-272-3364.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

It is the philosophy of the University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form.  All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures.  Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.

"Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts."  (Regents' Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES AVAILABLE

The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success.  These programs include learning assistance, development education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs.  Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will understand how changes in the legal structure are the result of political, economic and social needs.  Students will also recognize how the judicial structure is responsible for directing and often limiting responses to problems.  Finally, students will be able to understand how the U.S. Constitution has been changed by amendments and judicial interpretation.  Through the use of essay exams, class discussions and a major research paper, students will demonstrate factual knowledge and the ability to do research and effectively communicate through the written work.


This course traces the development of American laws and judicial structure with emphasis on the interrelations of law, public opinion, the legal profession and the political process.  The time period covered is reconstruction to the present.  The main concern will be to place law within the framework of social needs and desires.


The course is mainly lecture with discussion an option -- depending on topic.  Your grade will be based equally on a mid-term exam, a final exam and a paper.  I will provide a study guide prior to each exam.  The exams will be all essay and account for 2/3 of your grade.


The final third of your grade will be a paper.



Topic:  History, background, development of any legal institution, concept, legal 



issue, freedom of speech, press, etc.  Each topic must be approved by me.




You may include English common law as a background.



The topic chosen must be submitted in writing by February 3. The topic should 

be briefly summarized and must include a tentative bibliography of a minimum of 

5 books or equivalent  (3 scholarly articles = one book).  No encyclopedia articles, 

survey texts, etc.



Length:  10 - 15 typed pages.  (Includes outline, bibliography, footnotes.)



Due Date:   May 5, 2009
HISTORY 3318 - SYLLABUS

Texts:  Hall, Magic Mirror


Auerbach, Unequal Justice     

Bar v. Bench - handout

Reading Assignments for Midterm – Thursday, March 12th
Section   I
Changes – the Regulatory State



Hall, Chapter 10



Auerbach, Chapter 1

Section II
New Professionatism – Bar and Bench



Hall, Chapter 11



Auerbach, Chapter 2

Section III
The New Professionalism



And the new Responsibility



Hall, Chapter 12



Auerbach, Chapter 3



Bar v. Bench – all

Section IV
Conflict and Control



Hall, Chapter 13



Auerbach, Chapter 4

Midterm - 
March 12th – Essay – Bring a Bluebook

Section V
Depression, reaction



Hall, Chapter 14



Auerbach, Chapter 5

Section VI
A new era



Hall, Chapter 15



Auerbach, Chapters 6, 7

Section VII
A new judicialism



Hall, Chapter 16, Epilogue



Auerbach, Chapter 8, 9

Final Exam
Week of May 11, 2009


Essay – Bring a Bluebook
