US History 3300-003
Course Outline
Introduction to Historical Research

Spring 2009
UH  321;  MWF 11:00-11:50am

Instructor:  Dr. Kenneth Philp
Office Hours: MWF 10:00-11:00am

Office:  344 University Hall

or by appointment

Phone:  817-272-2902
e-mail:  philp@uta.edu

Course Description

This class introduces students to the discipline of history and methods historians use to conduct and publish their research.  Students will learn about the nature of history, primary and secondary source material, library resources, and electronic information available to historians.  They will make class presentations, write a book review, and complete a research paper.

Course Objectives

· Understand how historians interpret the past
· Identify and use primary and secondary source materials
· Formulate historical questions
· Write a book review
· Access the UTA Library
· Utilize computers and electronic date to gather word process historical information
· Make oral presentations on class assignments and research topics
· Develop writing skills
· Complete a 15-20 pages printed research paper with footnotes based on primary and secondary sources.

Student Learning Outcomes

· Discuss how historians have interpreted the past

· Analyze the underlying structure of primary and secondary sources

· Identify and use both primary and secondary sources to formulate historical questions.

· Use reading, writing, and critical thinking skills to write a book review

· Access the library online

· Demonstrate an ability to utilize computer and electronic data to gather and process historical information

· Make oral presentations that discuss class assignments and research topics

· Demonstrate the ability to write a 15-page printed research paper with footnotes based on primary and secondary sources that analyze historical materials in original ways.

Required Reading

Jules Benjamin, A Students' Guide to History, 9th ed. 

Norman Cantor and Richard Schneider, How to Study history

Peter Iverson, We are Still Here: American Indians in the Twentieth Century
Grading

Class assignments

20%

Oral Presentations

10%

Book Review


20%

Research Paper

50%

(gather and process electronic data)

Class Attendance

Regular class attendance and participation in class discussions are required.  

Course Topics and Assignments

January
21
Course Introduction



23
What is History?  Why Study History?




Benjamin, 1-4, 17-18




Cantor and Schneider, 1-21



26
The Materials of History





Cantor and Schneider, 22-31




Paul Frisch, "U.S. History Primary and Secondary Sources"


28
How to Use Primary Sources




Benjamin, 11-12, 16



Cantor and Schneider, 39-91

30
How to Read Secondary Sources




Benjamin13-14




Cantor and Schneider, 92-105

February 
 2
Tour of UTA Special Collections Library (6th floor UTA Library)

 4
Tour of UTA Library (meet in Central Library, room B20)



 6
One Page Definition of Research Topic Due


Students should identify their topic and a tentative title for their research paper.  Be sure to discuss the significance of your topic and the most important primary and secondary sources you will consult.



 9
How to Read a History Book and Write a Review




Benjamin, 68-73




Cantor and Schneider, 106-129, 161-168



11
Iverson, We are Still Here 1-76



13
Iverson, We are Still Here 77-138



16
Iverson, We are Still Here 138-211



18
Research Techniques: How to Research a History Topic




Benjamin, 78-92




Cantor and Schneider, 181-203



20
Research Techniques: History and the Internet




Benjamin, 14-17, 80, 93-103, 179, 204-212-216




http://www.ukans.edu/history/VL/


23
Iverson Book Review Due (3-5 printed pages)


25
Other Important Links: Native American Websites

           27
The Importance of Writing Skills




Benjamin, 58-77




Cantor and Schneider, 204-241

March

 2
One Page Preliminary Bibliography Due

This bibliography should list primary and secondary sources as distinct categories.  Identify at least three books, newspaper accounts, and magazine articles, or government documents that pertain to your research topic.  Write brief statements why these sources are important for your research.



4
What to do With a History degree




http://www.theaha.org/pubs/careers/index.html
                6-13
Ten minute oral progress reports on your research due.

March
        16-20
Spring Vacation

       23-27
Ten minute oral progress reports on your research due


       
30
 Individual Conferences with Students

April
         1-15 
First Drafts Due April 15 and Individual Conferences with Students

Your draft should be an essay of about 15-20 pages in length.  Include footnotes and bibliography.  Your paper should begin with an introduction that presents the thesis or important interpretations found in your research.  Develop topics in chronological order in the rest of your essay.


       17-29
Oral Presentations on Research

Students should speak for fifteen minutes to the class on the significance of their research.

May

13
Final Paper Due   - 11:00AM - Room 344UH or History Office

Americans with Disabilities Act:

I am committed to both the spirit and letter of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you require an accommodation based on disability, I would like to meet with you during the first week of class to discuss appropriate arrangements.  Students who require an accommodation, have a responsibility to inform their instructors at the beginning of the semester and provide appropriate documentation through the UTA Office for Students with Disabilities.

Academic Dishonesty
It is the philosophy of the University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form at The University of Texas at Arlington. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University.

“Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts.” (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Part One, Chapter VI, Section 3, Subsection 3.2., Subdivision 3.22)

Library Information:  Rafia Mirza is the History Librarian.  Rafia can be reached at (817) 272-3000, ext 7428 and by email at Rafia@uta.edu .  You will find America: History and Life and Historical Abstracts among the Arts and Humanities Databases at http://www.uta.edu/library/mavinfo/arts.html.

