
ART 1310. ART OF THE WESTERN WORLD II: BAROQUE TO MODERN 

Section 2: Wed. 6:00-8:50 p.m.

Faculty information______________________________________________________

Megan Burns Smyth
Email: mburns@uta.edu

Office Hours: Mondays, 5-6 p.m. and Wednesdays, 5-5:30 p.m.

If you cannot attend these office hours, please feel free to send me an email and we will arrange an alternate time to meet.

Course description_______________________________________________________

This course is intended to be an introduction to the major art movements and artists from the 17th century through the end of the 20th century.

Textbook_______________________________________________________________

Kleiner, Fred S., Gardner’s Art Through the Ages, Vol. II, 13th edition

Grading rubric__________________________________________________________

Your grade will be determined in one of two ways, either:

Attendance: 10%

Quizzes: 20%

Midterm exam: 30%

Final exam: 40%

Or 

Attendance: 10%

Quizzes: 15%

Optional Project: 15%

Midterm exam: 25%

Final exam: 35%

Attendance policy________________________________________________________

Since this class only meets once a week, it is very important that you attend every possible session so as not to miss a large amount of information. Quizzes and exams may contain material we discuss in class that is not in the book. You have one free absence, but use it wisely, because this includes sickness and travel. Only university-excused absences will not count against your attendance grade or as your one free absence.  

Quizzes

Expect to have somewhere between 6 and 8 quizzes throughout the semester. Quizzes will be announced the week before and will cover vocabulary, works of art, and major topics discussed in the previous class only.
No quiz grades will be dropped. However, you will have the opportunity to do an optional assignment involving answering questions about a work of art at a local museum which can take the place of your lowest quiz grade (attached to the back of the syllabus). 

Optional Project-Due April 28

You have the option of doing a project that will count as 15% of your grade and make your quizzes and tests count for less. The project can be either a 6-page paper or an original artwork (anything goes—painting, drawing, photography, video, etc.). If you choose to do a paper, it must be on a work of art that falls into our time period (Baroque to Contemporary) and area (Western art, as opposed to Asian, African, or Precolumbian). It can be double-spaced, but must include a bibliography and footnotes or endnotes. If you do a work of art, it also must be inspired by a specific work of art that falls into our time period and area. You cannot merely make a copy of the work, but must take ideas or elements from it and create something new. You must also write a short one-page (double-spaced) explanation telling me what work you were inspired by and how you adapted it.

Midterm Exam

The midterm will be given on Wednesday, March 10.  It will cover everything from the first half of the semester and will include multiple choice questions, identifications of artworks (title, artist/architect, date, material, and location for architectural works), unknowns, and comparisons.

Final Exam

The final exam (date to be determined—sometime May 8 through 14) will be comprehensive, but will have a greater emphasis on the material covered after the midterm.  It will be the same format as the midterm exam.

NOTE: If you have a University-approved time extension for exams, please let me know at the beginning of the semester so that we can plan accordingly.

Schedule (subject to change)

Wed. Jan. 20: Introduction to the course, short review of Renaissance and Mannerist art, 

and the beginnings of the Baroque period: 17th century Italy (pp. 648-665)

Wed. Jan 27: The Baroque in Spain and Northern European Art in the 17th century (pp. 665-691)

Wed. Feb. 3: France in the 17th century: French classicism and the court of Versailles

          English 17th century architecture; early 18th century European architecture (pp. 691-702; 750-754)
Wed. Feb. 10: Early 18th-century art: Rococco and more

The Enlightenment and mid- to late-18th century art (pp. 754-766)

Wed. Feb. 17: Neoclassicism-late 18th-century and early 19th-century art

Romanticism in Europe (pp. 766-793)

Wed. Feb. 24: Romanticism and the turn towards Nature in America

Revivalist architecture and the rise of photography (pp. 793-798; 810-818)

Wed. Mar. 3: The beginnings of Modern art; Midterm review  (pp. 798-810)

Wed. Mar. 10: Midterm exam

Mar. 15-19: Spring Break

Wed. Mar. 24: Manet, Monet and Impressionism; Post-Impressionism (pp. 820-838)

Wed. Mar. 31: Post-Impressionism, late 19th century sculpture,

Late 19th and early 20th century architecture: from Eiffel to Gaudi (pp. 838-850)

Wed. April 7: Modernist art: Expressionism, Fauvism, Cubism, Futurism, Dadaism, and 

World War I (pp. 908-943)

Wed. April 14: Surrealism, Constructivism, Modernism in Architecture; 

  Depression era America (pp. 943-966)

Wed. April 21: Abstract Expressionism, Color Fields, Minimalism, and Performance, 

  Conceptual, and Pop Art (pp. 968-987; 1017-1024)

Wed. April 28: Environmental Art, late 20th-century architecture, and Postmodernism (pp. 987-1016)

Wed. May 5: More postmodernism, concluding course summary, and Final Review

Final Exam-TBD


