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Course description. 
This course explores South Africa’s political and cultural history from the end of the Anglo-Boer War (1902) to the rise to power of the African National Congress (1994 and beyond).  A century of self-discovery by both whites and blacks, Afrikaner and African, witnessed the growth of a nation at first defined only as “white” and “European” (settlers) but which, challenged by disenfranchised “non-whites” (natives), first widely employed force and later turned to delicate negotiations for a settlement and transfer of political power that many observers termed a “miracle.”  Blood and violence, intimidation and heroism, coolness and selflessness, guilt and redemption—our story has it all this semester.  Reading totals per week: about 200 pages.

Assigned Readings.  

The following ten books are required reading in the course.  Nine are in paperback.   All books are available for purchase in the University Bookstore.  As you know, they are also obtainable from a variety of sources online (new, used). The books are listed here in the order  that we will be reading them:
Nigel Worden, The Making of Modern South Africa: Conquest, Apartheid, Democracy

4th edn. (2007) <pb> … a short textbook introduction

G. H. L. Le May, The Afrikaners: An Historical Interpretation (1995) <cloth> 


… incisive assessment of settler nationalism’s background and culture

Saul Dubow, Scientific Racism in Modern South Africa (1995) <pb>  


… understanding the role and interactions of European science and 

politics in an African context

Heidi Holland, The Struggle: A History of the African National Congress (1990) 


<pb>  … a popular history of the political organization that began 


in protest and ended in governance










(over, please)

Nancy L. Clark and William H. Worger, South Africa: The Rise and Fall of


 Apartheid (2004) [Pearson/Longman seminar studies in history] <pb> 


… overview, chronology, & documents pertaining to the period 1940-1990 

Adrian Guelke, Rethinking the Rise and Fall of Apartheid: South Africa and 


World Politics 
(2005) <pb>  … important assessment of international 


as well as domestic events

Allister Sparks, Tomorrow is another Country: The Inside Story of South Africa’s


Road to Change (1996) <pb> … riveting account of the negotiated transfer 


of power from white rule to black democracy, mid/late 1980s

Courtney Jung, Then I Was Black: South African Political Identities in 


Transition (2000) <cloth>  … changing notions of race and ethnicity in 


the apartheid and post-apartheid eras (based on field research 


and interviews)

Antjie Krog, Country of My Skull: Guilt, Sorrow, and the Limits of Forgiveness


in the New South Africa (2000) <pb>  … acclaimed “page-turner” 


by a South African journalist reporting on the proceedings and impact 


of the 1996-98 Truth and Reconciliation Commission

Allister Sparks, Beyond the Miracle: Inside the New South Africa (2003) 


<cloth, and in Feb. 2009 pb>  … life after 1994: equality, democracy, 


economic growth, poverty, HIV, crime, Zimbabwe [and other] new 


challenges

Course Requirements and Grading.  

We will be meeting once a week on Monday evenings. This course entails four basic obligations: reading, active class discussion, reports (oral & written), and a colloquium paper:

· Class discussion:  30%
· Oral & written reports (2-3 pages) on weekly reading

         (3 or 4 per student, depending on total class enrollment): 30% total
· Colloquium paper (12-15 pages—the subject is your choice, 



with instructor approval):




First draft:   20% (by deadline, and in strong shape)




Final draft:  20%

Discussion.  Please note that the instructor evaluates both the quality and the frequency of discussion in class.  Everyone is expected to do the weekly reading and to participate in discussions.


Reports on Reading.  Each night individual students will present these "reports" to the class on her/his assigned section of the weekly readings (See the weeks’ Reading Assignments below).  The reports are graded in two ways:  



(1)  a student's short ORAL PRESENTATION (15-20 min.) that summarizes/analyzes 

that night's assigned reading;










(2) a typed short PAPER (2-3 pages) that abstracts in a more formal way—i.e., writing—


the student's oral report.  

· Hint:  Do not simply read your written report to the class:  




this will be boring, to you and everyone else!  

· Each student giving her/his oral presentation will bring to 


class and distribute Xerox copies of her Paper to the other 


students.  (That’s right:  all students will thus accumulate 


an “archive” of abstracts/summaries/analyses of the 


semester’s reading! These should prove helpful in choosing


and writing your Colloquium “Overview” Paper.)

Only students making that night's report need to hand in this short paper.  The number of these Reports on Reading, for which each student is responsible, will vary with the course's enrollment.  Each student can expect to make two or three such reports to the class. 


Colloquium Paper.  Draft copy due in class on April 20; final copy due May 4.  This 12-15 page "Overview" paper is on a subject of the student’s choice, with the instructor's approval.  The paper is to be based on the semester’s weekly readings.  In this colloquium course, the paper is intended as a “thought” paper, not one based on primary source research.

Attendance.  I do pay attention to who comes and who doesn't.  Since you've paid tuition—and, moreover, this is graduate work—I’m sure you'll make every effort to attend every class.  Speak to me if special circumstances arise.  A reminder: our class meets only fourteen times this semester! 

Dropping the Class.  According to University policy, the instructor cannot drop students.  Students are responsible for initiating the dropping of a class.  

Students with Disabilities.  If you require an accommodation based on disability, I would like to meet with you in the privacy of my office the first week of the semester to resolve any problems.

Scholastic Dishonesty.  University regulations require that I call to your attention that academic dishonesty is discussed in the Graduate Catalog, p. 37.  At the graduate level, such dishonesty usually involves plagiarism (offering the work of another as one's own) and unauthorized collaboration with another person.  Students are encouraged to think and work together, but when you take notes and write up your work, make sure you use your own words and use quotations and footnotes when they're not your own.

A Note on Office Hours.  I'm usually around campus five days a week.  This semester I also teach an undergraduate lecture class MWF 11-12.  On this syllabus’s masthead, I’ve also listed my daytime office hours, which may or may not help you.  At night, I will be in my office before and sometimes after class.  If necessary, I can schedule an appointment with you as well.
Reading Assignments and Course Requirements




Date


          Reading





  (to be completed by the date at left)
OVERVIEW                   January 26                  Worden, 1-56               (1)  _______________________





   Worden, 56-104          (2)  _______________________






   Worden, 105-166        (3)  _______________________








* * * *







THE AFRIKANERS
       February 2

   Le May,  1-92              (4)  _______________________ 





   Le May, 93-167           (5)  _______________________






   Le May, 93-167           (6)  _______________________







* * * *

CULTURAL/
         February 9                 Dubow, ix-xi, 1-65      (7)  _______________________
SCIENTIFIC (i)





  Dubow, 66-119            (8)  _______________________



            * * * *
CULTURAL/
        February 16               Dubow, 120-196           (9)  _______________________
SCIENTIFIC (ii)




             Dubow, 197-291          (10)  _______________________



Date


          Reading





  (to be completed by the date at left)


 Instructor gives 1st Progress (Grade) Report to Students:  February 23
ANC & APARTHEID     February 23

 Clark, 3-86                   (11)  _______________________

TO  c. 1980 (i)





 Holland, 11-87             (12)  _______________________





 Holland, 88-198           (13)  _______________________

 


                        * * * * 
ANC & APARTHEID       March 2

 Clark, 87-154; 
            (14)  _______________________

TO c. 1980 (ii)



 Holland, 199-234






 Guelke, xii-xvii,           (15)  _______________________





 1-40






* * * *
RETHINKING         
        March 9

 Guelke, 41-82 
            (16)  _______________________

APARTHEID









 






 Guelke, 83-146            (17)  _______________________





 Guelke, 147-218          (18)  _______________________





           * * * *


   March 16
   Spring Break



     {No Class}





                       * * * *
AVOIDING                        March 23
 Sparks, Tomorrow, ix-x, 3-67  (19)  _______________________

ARMAGEDDON









 






 Sparks, 68-152            (20)  _______________________





 Sparks, 153-241          (21)  _______________________



Date


          Reading





  (to be completed by the date at left)



Instructor's 2d Progress Report to Students:  March 30

PERSONALIZING

APARTHEID’S                 March 30
             Jung, ix-x, 1-74           (22)  _______________________

LEGACY (i)









 






 Jung, 75-133               (23)  _______________________





         * * * *
PERSONALIZING

APARTHEID’S                 April 6
             Jung, 134-197             (24)  _______________________

LEGACY (ii)









 






 Jung, 198-263             (25)  _______________________





        * * * *
TRUTH AND

RECONCILIATION?         April 13
             Krog, v-viii,                 (26)  _______________________

(i)




 387-388, 3-66




 






 Krog, 67-127               (27)  _______________________



                         Krog, 131-200             (28)  _______________________




                    * * * *
      •  April 20:  Polished (so-called) “First Draft” of Overview Paper due (see May 4) 

TRUTH AND

RECONCILIATION?         April 20
             Krog, 201-255             (29)  _______________________

(ii)









 






 Krog, 259-317             (30)  _______________________



                         Krog, 318-386             (31)  _______________________



Date


          Reading





  (to be completed by the date at left)


•   April 27:  Instructor returns Draft Copy of Overview Paper






AND BEYOND

THE MIRACLE?           April 27        Sparks, Miracle, vii-xiv, 1-60    (32)  _______________________

(i)









 





            Sparks, 61-123             (33)  _______________________



                        Sparks, 124-201           (34)  _______________________





* * * *




•  May 4:  Final Copy of Overview Paper due 
AND BEYOND

THE MIRACLE?            May 4           Sparks, Miracle, 202-250          (35)  _______________________

(ii)
             LAST CLASS DAY







 





           Sparks, 251-305            (36)  _______________________



                       Sparks, 306-342            (37)  _______________________
