The University of Texas at Arlington 


School of Social Work

Rebecca L. Hegar, Professor



Spring 2009
Office 319-B; Phone 817/272-5357


Office Hours, T 12-2 & W 2-4
email- rhegar@uta.edu 




Class:  A 114, M 2-5
SOCW 6328
Social Policy Analysis and Research
CSWE EPAS POLICY STATEMENT STATING REQUIREMENTS OF SOCIAL POLICY AREA

Programs provide content about the history of social work, the history and current structures of social welfare services, and the role of policy in service delivery, social work practice, and attainment of individual and social well-being.  Course content provides students with knowledge and skills to understand major policies that form the foundation of social welfare; analyze organizational, local, state, national, and international issues in social welfare policy and social service delivery; analyze and apply the results of policy research relevant to social service delivery; understand and demonstrate policy practice skills in regard to economic, political, and organizational systems, and use them to influence, formulate, and advocate for policy consistent with social work values; and identify financial, organizational, administrative, and planning processes required to deliver social services. (Required of social policy at the BSW and MSW levels; this course includes and builds on the required content)
SOCW6328: CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Seminar examining methods for analyzing social policies and for assessing effects of policy. Students evaluate and apply different models for social policy analysis, including comparative models. Students work with social indicators and other data sources used in policy research. Prerequisite: acceptance into the Ph.D. program.
ADDITIONAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

This seminar examines the social policy field, including policy process and practice, policy analysis, and policy evaluation and research.  Students evaluate and apply different models for social policy analysis, including comparative models.  Students work with social indicators, GIS, and other data sources used in policy research.  Prerequisites:  SOCW 5303, 5322 and 6324 (or equivalents with permission of the instructor).  Required of all doctoral students.
EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES ADDRESSED

Although a PhD level course, SOCW6328 addresses MSSW educational objectives because MSSW students occasionally enroll in the course with the instructor’s permission.  The relevant objectives are Direct Practice (F&C and MH) educational objectives 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 and Community and Administrative Practice educational objectives 4, 5, 6, and 7.  
SOCW 6328 relates to and advances the program objectives by assigning a policy analysis paper and other assignments that allow students to study and use policies that relate to their specific client groups or areas of interest. The assigned policy analysis involves assessing congruence with social work values and ethics and impact on diverse populations.  Use of evidence from research and evaluation is part of policy analysis and advocacy.  Policy skills help equip students for life-long learning.

Student Learning Outcomes
At the conclusion of the course students are able to:
1. Explain the history and nature of the field of social policy, including policy process and practice, policy analysis, and policy evaluation and research;
2. Select or construct a model for policy analysis that is appropriate for a given social policy or policy analysis task, including comparative policy analysis;
3. Assess the role that values and normative thinking play in social policy formation, analysis, and evaluation;
4. Analyze social welfare policy issues related to diverse cultural, philosophical and sociopolitical contexts;
5. Evaluate social welfare policies as they are operationalzed in programs and service systems, using relevant, evidence-informed data identified and obtained by the student;
6. Assess the policy writings of others, identifying strengths and weaknesses in research, logic, and communication.
Texts
Chambers, Donald E. & Wedel, Kenneth R.  (2005).  Social policy and social programs: A method for the practical public policy analyst, 4th edition.  Needham Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon.
Dobelstein, Andrew W.  (2003).  Social welfare policy and analysis, 3rd edition.  Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole.
Readings not from the texts are available as online reserves from the UTA Library homepage.  See instruction sheet attached to syllabus concerning access.
Assignments and Grading Criteria
The following are the assignments and weightings:


25%

policy paper proposal (addresses course learning outcome #2)
25%

social policy book review (addresses course learning outcome #6)

50%

policy analysis and research paper (addresses course learning outcome #1-5)

The policy paper proposal is due around midterm (addresses student learning outcomes 1-5).  This assignment has three purposes:  to get students started on their major papers early; to give me a chance to comment on, offer direction to, and approve the paper topics; and to practice a skill needed and used by social workers who wish to speak at professional conferences (writing a proposal or abstract of a paper).  Proposals define a specific policy or set of policies for analysis, identify a model or models to be applied, present a beginning review of the literature, and identify initial sources of data for evaluation of the policy.  Note that Karger’s and Stoesz’s policy model is not acceptable for this course.  Proposals should be 500 words, excluding a required list of references.

The social policy book review is due after spring break (addresses student learning outcome 6).  Identify a recent book in your policy field, preferably a cases study of policy advocacy and/or policy making in your field of interest (each student must choose a different book).  Good sources are recent publisher’s catalogs; publisher’s announcements, and reviews in the media (NY Times Sunday Book Review section, NPR interviews).   Read the book reviews in journals to see what is included in the reviews published there.  Check out book review policies on the journal’s WEB site.  Write a book review that is in the style of a selected journal.  After receiving it back with my comments, you may, if you wish, send it to the book review editor.  Reviews intended for publication should be of books published 2008 or later.
The policy analysis paper may concern any area of social policy (addresses student learning outcomes 1-5).  Students must identify a specific policy instrument (legislation, court case, convention or treaty) on the state, federal, or international level.  Comparative papers are acceptable (state to state or nation to nation) and require identification of comparable policy instruments in the two or three jurisdictions to be compared.  The paper must apply a combination of models for policy analysis and must consider the underlying value premises of the policy in question.  Papers must also make use of policy research data in the evaluation section of the analysis (e.g. longitudinal studies or other experimental designs, formal program evaluations, social indicators, etc.).  Papers should be of a length preferred by journal publishers (about 20 pages including citations).
Participation in the seminar is weighed to determine final grades that otherwise fall near the borderlines (e.g. 89%, 90%). Meaningful class participation demands that assigned readings be completed and thought about before class.  Participa​tion includes attendance, thoughtful questions, participation in class exercises, interaction with other class members, and discussion. 

Guidelines for All Written Work

Written work for this class must be in APA style using 12-point font.  Grading criteria for written work include: thoroughness, logical development of points, clarity of written expression, application of theory/ readings from the course and from independent research, and appropriateness of the product to the topic chosen.  Each sentence or part of a sentence must be entirely in the student's own words (paraphrased), unless a direct quotation is indicated by the use of quotation marks and page numbers.  All sources of words or ideas must be attributed by citation.  Failure to do so constitutes failure to meet the assignment.  Unless prior permission is granted, late work is penalized 1/3 letter grade per week or part thereof (e.g. an "A-" paper earns at best a "B.”  

Course Outline

Unit I:  The Nature and History of the Social Policy Field

Class 1:  Introduction to Course/ History of and Perspectives on Social Policy:  Process, Practice, Analysis, & Research

1/26/09
Assigned:
Chambers, ch 1



Dobelstein, ch 1

Rapp, C.A., Pettus, C.A., & Goscha, R. J.  (2006).  Principles of strengths-based policy.  Journal of Policy Practice, 5 (4), 3-18.
Unit II:  Policy Process and Policy Practice
Class 2:  Legislatures, Executives, and Social Change 
2/2/09
Assigned:
 Dobelstein, ch 2, 3



Birkland, T.A.  (2001).  An introduction to the policy process. Armonk, NY: 


M.E. Sharp, ch 9: Models of the policy process. 
Hoefer, R.  (2005).  Altering state policy: Interest group effectiveness among state-level advocacy groups.  Social Work, 50, 219-227.   

Class 3:  Courts and Social Change
2/9/09
Assigned:
Chambers & Wedel, ch 2. 
Lens, V.  (2001). The Supreme Court, federalism, and social policy: The new judicial activism.  Social Service Review, 75, 318-336.

Unit III:  Social Policy Analysis:  Concepts and Models
Class 4:  Overview of Models 
2/16/09
Assigned:  
Dobelstein, ch 4


Ginsberg, L. & Miller-Cribbs, J.  (2005). Understanding social problems, 





policies and programs.  4th ed. Columbia, SC: University of South 





Carolina.  Chapter 8: Analyzing social policies and models for policy analysis


McPhail, B.A.  (2003).  A feminist policy analysis framework: Through a 




gendered lens.  The Social Policy Journal, 2 (2/3), 39-61.



Myles, J. & Quadagno, J.  (2002).  Political theories of the welfare state. 




Social Service Review, 76, 34-57.
Class 5:  Role of Value Criteria in Policy and Policy Analysis Models
2/23/09
Assigned: 
Chambers, ch 3 & 4


Moroney, R.M.  (1982).  Policy analysis within a value-theoretical 




framework.  In R. Haskins & J. Gallagher, eds, Models for analysis of public policy.  Norwood, N.J.: Ablex. 



Testa, M.F., Shook Slack, K.  (2002).  The gift of kinship foster care.  Children and Youth Services Review, 24, (1/2), 79-108.  
Class 6:  Comparative Models for Analysis
3/2/09
Assigned:  
Aspalter, C.  (2006).  New developments in the theory of comparative social policy.  Journal of Comparative Social Welfare, 22 (1), 3-22.


Hoefer, R.  (1996).  A conceptual model for studying social welfare 



policy comparatively.  Journal of Social Work Education, 32 (1), 101-113.

Lightfoot, E.  (2003).  The policy transfer model: A tool to help social 


workers engage in successful policy making.  The Social Policy Journal, 2 


(1), 21-34.


Tracey, M.B.  (1992).  Cross-national social welfare policy analysis in 


the graduate curriculum: A comparative process model.  Journal of Social 



Work Education, 28 (3), 341-352.
Suggested:
Titmuss, R.  (1997).  The gift relationship: From human blood to social policy, revised edition.  Edited by A. Oakley and J. Ashton.  New York: New Press.
Due:

Paper proposals

Class 7:  Comparative Perspectives on the Developing World

3/9/09
Assigned:
Chambers & Wedel, ch 5 & 6



Tang, K.L.  (1996). The marginalization of social welfare in developing countries: A study of four theories of social policy development.  Sociology & Social Welfare, 23 (1), 41-57.



Midgley, J. & Tang, K.  (2001).  Social policy, economic growth and 


developmental welfare. International Journal of Social Welfare,10, 244-52.

Unity V:   Social Policy Research and Evaluation

Class 8:   Approaches to Policy Research and Evaluation/Intro to Microcase
3/23/09
Assigned:
Chambers & Wedel, ch 7



Dobelstein, ch 10



Theodoulou, S.Z. & Kofinis, C.  (2004).  The art of the game: 



Understanding American public policy making.  Belmont: CA:  Thompson.  Ch 11:  Policy evaluation: The assessment of executed policy solutions, pp. 191-200.

Due:  Book Review

Class 9:   Tools for Policy Research/GIS (class meets at UTA Library Room B20)

3/30/09


Introduction to GIS system as a policy tool



Guest teacher: Joshua Been, GIS librarian

Assigned:
Chambers & Wedel, ch. 8



McNutt, J.  (2002).  Studying comparative and international social welfare 




policy on the Internet.  The Social Policy Journal, 1 (4), 85-88.
McNutt, J.  (2004).  Locating data for policy research: A review of internet sources.  The Social Policy Journal, 3 (1), 79-82.
Class 10:  Use of Social Indicators in Policy Research/Microcase
4/6/09
Assigned:
Chambers & Wedel, ch 9



Glennerster, H.  (2002).  United States poverty studies and poverty 



measurement: The past twenty-five years.  Social Services Review, 76, 83-107.
Suggested:
Renger, R. & Titcomb, A.  (2002).  A three-step approach to teaching logic models.  American Journal of Evaluation, 23 (4), 493-503.



Best, J.  (2001).  Damned lies and statistics: Untangling numbers from the 

media, politicians and activists.  San Francisco: University of California 

Press.  Also, see Hoefer, R.  (2002).  Book review (of same).  The Social Policy Journal, 1 (4), 92-93.
Unit V:    Applied Policy Analysis (Student panels & roundtable discussions)

Class 11:   Income Maintenance, Social Security Policy & Aging 
4/13/09
Assigned:
Dobelstein, ch 5  & 9


Lee, B.J., Slack, K.S. & Lewis, D.A.  (2004).  Are welfare sanctions 





working as intended:  Welfare receipt, work activity, and material hardship among TANF-recipient families.  Social Services Review, 78, 370-403.
Suggested:
Teitler, J.O. and others (2007).  Determinants of TANF participation: a mulilevel analysis.  Social Services Review, 81, 633-656.
Class 12:
Health, Mental Health and Prevention Policy

4/20/09
Assigned:
Dobelstein, ch 6
Weber, P.C. & Lugar, R.  (2004).  Home health care policy and recommendations for change: A social work perspective.  The Social Policy Journal, 3 (2),  5-18.
Class 13:  Child and Family Policy and Human Rights Topics
4/27/09
Assigned:
Chambers & Wedel, ch 10



Doublelstein, ch 8

Brooks, D., James, S. & Barth, R.P.  (2002).  Preferred characteristics of children in need of adoption: Is there a demand for available foster children?  Social Services Review, 76, 575-602

Kopels, S., Charlton, T. & Wells, S.J.  (2003).  Investigation laws and practices in child protective services.  Child Welfare, 82, 661-684.

Class 14:  Housing, Employment & Other Policy Areas/ Course wrap-up/Careers in Social Policy

5/4/09
Assigned:
Dobelstein, ch 7, 10
Suggested:
Alderson, D.P. and others.  (2008).  Effects of employment-based programs on families by prior levels of disadvantage.  Social Service Review, 82, 361-394.  

Zonta, M.M.  (2005).  Review essay: Housing policies and the concentration of poverty in urban America.  Social Service Review, 79 (1), 181-185.
Due:
Policy Analysis Papers


Student Course Evaluations
UNIVERSITY NOTICES

Attendance Policy:  Weekly attendance at this seminar is expected.  Students who unavoidably must miss class should notify the instructor by e-mail (or phone in an emergency) prior to the class meeting time.
Drop Policy:  If you chose to drop the class, it is your responsibility to complete the paperwork according to the University’s schedule.  Not doing so may result in a failing grade.
Americans with Disabilities Act:  The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364.

Academic Integrity: It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

 
Student Support Services Available:  The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Librarian to Contact:  John Dillard, Social Work E-library, x-2-7518, dillard@uta.edu 
E-Culture Policy:  The University of Texas at Arlington has adopted the University email address as an official means of communication with students.  Through the use of email, UT-Arlington is able to provide students with relevant and timely information, designed to facilitate student success.  In particular, important information concerning registration, financial aid, payment of bills, and graduation may be sent to students through email.

All students are assigned an email account and information about activating and using it is available at www.uta.edu/email.  New students (first semester at UTA) are able to activate their email account 24 hours after registering for courses.  There is no additional charge to students for using this account, and it remains active as long as a student is enrolled at UT-Arlington.  Students are responsible for checking their email regularly.
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT ARLINGTON
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

INSTRUCTIONS TO ACCESS LIBRARY COURSE REFERENCES

Get on UTA home page.

Click on libraries (left of screen)

See “Library Catalog” at top of page.  Click on drop down box.

Click on Course Reserves
Click on Find Reserves
Fill in information:


Instructor: Applicable name (Hegar)


Dept.:  SOCW


Course:  (6328)


Section:  “Any”

Click on Search
Click on title you want to read

(Acrobat Reader will load)

Click on click here to review E-Reserve material
Password is SOCW6328 (with no space; use all CAPS)

Scroll down to article.

Use Acrobat Reader print icon to print (not Microsoft print icon)

SOCW 6328 
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