UPDATED 12/18/08


Syllabus: Spring 2009
URPA 5315: URBAN EDUCATION POLICY
	Instructor
	Maria Martinez-Cosio
	Phone
	817-272-3302

	Office
	University Hall 544
	E-mail
	mcosio@uta.edu

	Office Hours
	M 12-3, T 4-7 p.m.
	Class Day/Time
	Tuesday 7 -9:50 p.m.

Room:  UH 534


Time and Place of Class Meetings:  

This course examines current education policy and programs, including public school districts, charter schools, and vouchers; economic and political aspects. We will focus on the role of race, class, public resources, culture and politics as they shape education policy throughout U.S. history and in contemporary times. Readings in this course will present various approaches to answering questions about the role of education in a postmodern society and students are expected to engage in a critical reading of the authors’ arguments. The primary task of this course will be for students to prepare a policy brief on an urban education issue that will be shared with policymakers.

Description of Course Content:
We will frame education policy around these thematic areas:

1. Equity: education policy continues to struggle with the tensions around redressing equity and civil rights of underserved children.  Legislation and federal policies have tried to respond to challenges on sex equity, desegregation, bilingual education, disabilities, and other social justice issues. How is the policy making process influenced by these concerns and the various stakeholders involved? How do we frame a response to these issues that is equitable?

2. Federalism: This tension is particularly evident as the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) mandates begin to take a financial toll on cities and states struggling with a variety of economic and social needs.  Following President Reagan’s “devolution,” states shouldered a larger share of school expenditures which also meant increasing control by states. Under President George W. Bush, power has been taken back by the federal government as it sets a national education standards that states are struggling to fund.

3. Choice and Privatization:  as some experts argue that education is failing, others are pushing for more “public choice,” which roughly translates into federal support for vouchers or tuition tax credits, open enrollment plans, support for the privatization of public schools (Edison project, tutoring firms, National Heritage Academies).

4. Standards and Accountability: There is a growing movement in education to dopt corporate practices that allow for the measurement of results. The federal government sets standards for teaching and learning, with rewards and punishment if the goals are not met by states. But does this corporate paradigm fit education? Can this approach help close the achievement gap? Does it leave underserved children, who struggle to meet rising  achievement goals, behind?

5. The relationship between research and policy: what role does research play in developing education policy? 

Measurable Student Learning Outcomes:

· At the completion of this course, students will be able to describe major urban education policies in the U.S.

· Students will evaluate policy initiatives that address inequality in education

· Students will be able to identify urban education reform initiatives.

· Students will learn format and techniques for writing a policy brief.

· Students will learn to critique their colleagues’ written work.

· Students will acquire presentation skills.

Textbook and Other Course Materials Requirements:

REQUIRED:
Bardach, Eugene. 2004. A Practical Guide For Policy Analysis: The Eightfold Path To More 
Effective Problem Solving (Paperback). CQ Press; 2nd edition. ISBN-10: 1568029233

ISBN-13: 978-1568029238
MacLeod, Jay. 2008. Ain’t No Making It: Aspirations and Attainment in a Low-Income neighborhood. 3rd edition.  Perseus Academic Press.

Irons, Peter. 2002. Jim Crow’s Children: The Broken Promise of the Brown Decision.

Schultz, Brian. 2008. Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way. NY: Teachers College Press.

American Psychological Association. (2005 or newer). Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. Washington, D.C.

CLASS READER:  The articles listed in the syllabus are available for download at http://mavspace.uta.edu/. You will need your UTA NetID user name and password to access the files. I have entered invited all enrolled students to access these files using their mav email address. Once you’ve entered the site, you’ll see a file that says Ed Policy Spr09. Click on it and you’ll have access to all of our readings in alphabetical order.
You are also encouraged to subscribe to the PEN (Public Education Network) Blast. To view past issues of the PEN Weekly NewsBlast, visit: http://www.publiceducation.org/newsblast_past.asp

To subscribe or unsubscribe, visit:  http://www.publiceducation.org/subscribe.asp
Descriptions of major assignments and examinations with due dates:

1. LITERATURE REVIEW (20 points):  Students will write a graduate-level literature review on their education policy topic.   Students will meet individually with the instructor to discuss their topic. The lit review will be 8-10 pages, APA style.

2. THREE PAPERS  (20 points each):  5-8 page essays answering a specific question as outlined in the syllabus.
3. PEER REVIEW OF PAPER (10 points):  students will engage with their peers to review each others’ drafts of the policy brief. I will provide guidelines for conducting the peer review.  Each student will respond to the peer review using a format that I will provide in class.
4. CLASS PARTICIPATION (10 points):  as graduate students I expect active participation guided by your careful reading of the assigned texts and respectful acknowledgement of views that may differ from your own. Class participation can always help your grade. Ask questions. Challenge the readings and contribute to all of our understanding of theory.
	Assignment
	Points

	Assignment #1
	20

	Assignment #2 Lit review
	20

	Assignment #3: Effects/Outcomes
	20

	Assignment #4 Draft of brief
	20

	Peer review
	10

	Class Participation
	10

	
	Total: 100


We will be writing a policy brief in sections. You will bring a final draft of your brief to class for peer review, after which you will make all necessary corrections to your paper before turning it in for a final grade

The policy brief is divided into the following 3 paper assignments plus a literature review.

ASSIGNMENT #1: Overview of the problem. Identifying the policy issue.

DUE  Tues. February 17
There are a number of frameworks used to design policies to address educational issues. Think of an issue or problem in the educational field that you are interested in, and answer the following questions in an essay (5-8 pages) that helps you begin to think about the type of policy initiative you may develop to address it. Use Weimer’s Chapter 14, specifically Figure 14.1 to help you begin to frame your policy response.

1. Define the problem/assessing symptoms:  briefly describe the educational problem or issue.  Include information on:

· Who are the major stakeholders?

· Who is the opposition? What kinds of concerns would they raise?

· What are some causes of this problem and what are its consequences? You may need to do some digging on the internet (make sure to cite your sources) and UTA library’s A-Z databases – I recommend Sociological Abstracts, Social Service Abstracts,  Worldwide Political Science Abstracts, ERIC and Sage Education.  

This is a preliminary stab at identifying an issue for you to focus on, so don’t fret about covering every angle. But do try to identify the major debates on your issue, whether it’s bilingual education, mainstreaming disabled children, charter schools, gifted programs, professionalization of teaching,  testing regimes, funding inequities, Latinos and higher education, etc. As you can see, there are numerous topics from which to choose.  Essay should be formatted in APA style with appropriate references.

ASSIGNMENT #2:  Cause(s) of the problem- literature review

Due: March 10



Understanding the problem that is the focus of your policy brief demands knowing something about its origins. Did it result from market or government failure?  Is there historical evidence that helps explain the current situation?  What issues make this problem worse or impact it in important ways (e.g. demographic changes?  New federalism? Urban disinvestment? Historical discrimination?).  Give us a broad overview through an 8-10 page literature review presenting the current debates, from different perspectives, of the causes of the problem you feel merits attention from policymakers. Use at least 5 new literature sources that help you make your argument, as well as critique your proposal.

ASSIGNMENT #3: Effects or outcomes of the problem.

Due: April 7
What are the outcomes of the current problem? If you’re focusing on the high drop-out rate of Latino students in U.S. schools, what are the implications for our society—high youth delinquency? Uneducated workforce?  Large group of youth likely to end up in prison costing taxpayers millions of dollars?  We need hard data to make our case, and to make decision-makers care.  Also “know the argument,” meaning the debate on this issue. Some may argue that the effects you suggest are minimal, how do you respond?

ASSIGNMENT #4: Final draft of policy brief for peer review

Due: April 28
Edit assignments 1,2 & 3 into a coherent and concise policy brief. Review the education policy briefs in the UC ACCORD website http://repositories.cdlib.org/ucaccord/pb/
Your policy brief cannot be more than 10 pages, excluding annotated bibliography and title page.

Course Requirements:

1. To attend the entire class session every week. In class activities and discussion are 

an integral part of our learning together. Absences will reduce your "participation" points. 

2.   To participate in class discussion and all activities.  As a graduate level student I expect you to engage intellectually with the course readings, share your views  of issues pertinent to this class in a collegial manner, to question and analyze your own and other's assumptions and viewpoints and to take initiative in all aspects of the progress of the course. 

3. To complete all assigned readings to prepare for discussion, use the readings in written analyses and know content for exams.

4. To submit all written assignments on the due date. Late assignments will be docked one grade level every day after the due date.

5. Academic Integrity—students who violate University of Texas rules on scholastic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the possibility of failure in the course and dismissal from the University. Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the University, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  If authorship is questioned, the instructor will query the student to determine familiarity with the topic.
I will check book reviews and papers for plagiarism using Turn It In and other programs. PLEASE TURN IN AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF YOUR PAPER IN ADDITION TO HANDING IN A HARD COPY ON THE DUE DATE.  If you are unsure as to how to identify plagiarism, please check the UTA library’s website at http://libraries.uta.edu/infolit/plagiarism/plagiarism.htm.  A tutorial is also available at this site and you are strongly encouraged to review it.

Grading Policy:

Late papers will be docked one letter grade per day past the due date.

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to attend class every week. Unexcused absences will affect the student’s participation points.

Drop Policy:

Please refer to UTA’s graduate student catalogue

Librarian to Contact:  
Mitch Stepanovich in the Architecture and Fine Arts Library: STEPANOVICH@uta.edu.

Academic Dishonesty:  


It is the philosophy of The University of Texas at Arlington that academic dishonesty is a completely unacceptable mode of conduct and will not be tolerated in any form. All persons involved in academic dishonesty will be disciplined in accordance with University regulations and procedures. Discipline may include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

"Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts." (Regents’ Rules and Regulations, Series 50101, Section 2.2)

 
Plagiarism Web Sites with Examples:

· Plagiarism Examples (Rob Toreki, University of Kentucky Department of Chemistry)

http://www.chem.uky.edu/courses/common/plagiarism.html#Examples
· Avoiding Plagiarism (UC-Davis)

http://sja.ucdavis.edu/files/plagiarism.pdf

· Unacceptable Paraphrases (Indiana University Writing Tutorial Services)

http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml

Student Support Services Available:   

 The University of Texas at Arlington supports a variety of student success programs to help you connect with the University and achieve academic success. These programs include learning assistance, developmental education, advising and mentoring, admission and transition, and federally funded programs. Students requiring assistance academically, personally, or socially should contact the Office of Student Success Programs at 817-272-6107 for more information and appropriate referrals.

Americans with Disabilities Act:   


The University of Texas at Arlington is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 - The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.

As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels.  Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at www.uta.edu/disability.   Also, you may visit the Office for Students with Disabilities in room 102 of University Hall or call them at (817) 272-3364

Course Outline
I.
The Policy Process in Education 


January 20:  Introduction. Course Overview and requirements.


Unequal Education


January 27: Writing a policy brief: basics

Bardach, Eugene. 2004. A Practical Guide For Policy Analysis: The Eightfold Path To More 
Effective Problem Solving (Paperback). CQ Press; 2nd edition. Entire book. 

Greenberg, George D.,  Jeffrey A. Miller, Lawrence B. Mohr, Bruce C. Vladeck . 1977. 
Developing Public Policy Theory: Perspectives from Empirical Research. The American Political Science Review, 71, 4, pp. 1532-1543. MAVSPACE.

February 3: Educational Policy

Heck, Ronald. 2004. Studying Educational and Social Policy. Chapters 1 & 2.  MAVSPACE.
Visit the UC ACCORD WEBSITE and peruse their education policy briefs http://repositories.cdlib.org/ucaccord/pb/
Weimer, David and Aidan Vining. 2005. Policy Analysis: Concepts  and Practice. Chapters 13 & 14. MAVSPACE.
 
February 10: The Role of Education in Society – A Sociological Approach
MacLeod, Jay. 2008. Ain’t No Making It: Aspirations and Attainment in a Low-Income Neighborhood. 3rd edition.  Perseus Academic Press.

Bowles, Samuel and Herbert Gintis. 1976. Schooling in Capitalist America: Educational Reform and the Contradictions of Economic Life. Chapter 5. MAVSPACE.

Parson. The School Class as a Social System. MAVSPACE.


February 17: Stakeholders in Education Policy Debates
ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE: OVERVIEW OF THE POLICY ISSUE
McMillion, Robin et al. 2007. Enrollment in Texas Public Schools 2005-06. Division of Accountability Research, Department of Accountability and Data Quality. Texas Education Agency. MAVSPACE listed as “Texas Enrollment”
Usdan, Michael. 2006. Mayoral Leadership in Education: Current Trends and Future Directions. Harvard Educational Review, 76 (2). MAVSPACE. First three articles- pages 1-25.

Wright, Wayne. 2005. The Political Spectacle of Arizona’s Proposition 203. Educational Policy, 19(5), 662-700. MAVSPACE. 
Optional:

Rogers, John and Jeanne Oakes. 2005. John Dewey Speaks to Brown: Research, Democratic Social Movement Strategies, and the Struggle for Education on Equal Terms. New York: Teachers College Record Volume 107, Number 9, pp. 2178–2203 
II.  Equity

February 24: Defining equity

Espinoza, Oscar. 2007. Solving the Equity-Equality Conceptual Dilemma: A New Model for Analysis of the Educational Process.  Educational Research, 49 (4), 343-363. MAVSPACE.
Grubb, Norton. 2007. The Elusiveness of Educational Equity: From Revenues to Resources to Results. In: Cohen David, Susan Fuhrman and Fritz Mosher (Eds.) The State of Education Policy Research, (pps. 157-178). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Publishers. MAVSPACE

March 3:  Education and the Law 

Video- Lemon Grove Incident.

Review Literature review format and requirements

Irons, Peter. 2002. Jim Crow’s Children: The Broken Promise of the Brown Decision.

Rabin, Sarah, Lauren Saenz and Heather MacGillivary. 2008. Getting Back to Where We Started From: The Failure of Proxy-Based Policies and a Possible Return to Plessy. In: Kevin Welner and Wendy Chi (Eds.) Current Issues in Educational Policy and the Law,(pps. 153-172). Boulder, CO:  Information Age Publishing.  MAVSPACE

III.  Federalism


March 10: Federalism
ASSIGNMENT #2 DUE:  CAUSE OF THE PROBLEM- LIT REVIEW
Fuhrman, Susan, Margaret Goertz and Elliot Weinbaum. 2007. Educational Governance in the United States: Where Are We? How Did We Get Here? Why Should We Care? In: Cohen David, Susan Fuhrman and Fritz Mosher (Eds.) The State of Education Policy Research, (pps. 41-62). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Publishers. MAVSPACE
Ruckdeschel, August, Jennifer Sharp Silverstein and Sara Rabin. 2008. Reconsidering a Fundamental Right to Education in Light of No Child Left Behind. In: Kevin Welner and Wendy Chi (Eds.) Current Issues in Educational Policy and the Law,(pps. 25-41). Boulder, CO:  Information Age Publishing.  MAVSPACE

March 17: SPRING BREAK

March 24: School Funding
Roza, Marguerite with Larry Miller & Paul Hill. 2005.  Strengthening Title I To 

Help High-Poverty Schools: How Title I Funds Fit Into How Title I Funds Fit Into District Allocation Patterns. Center on Reinventing Public Education. Seattle:  University of Washington. Available at http://www.crpe.org/workingpapers.shtml  MAVSPACE.
Warner-King, Kelly and Veronica Smith-Casem. 2005. Addressing Funding Inequities Within Districts. Center on Reinventing Public Education. Available at http://www.crpe.org/ workingpapers.shtml. MAVSPACE.
IV. Choice and Privatization

March 31: The Privatization of Education: Pros/Cons


Brian Gill, Ron Zimmer, Jolley Christman, Suzanne Blanc. 2007. Student Achievement in Privately Managed and District-Managed Schools in Philadelphia Since the State Takeover. RAND Corporation, Research for Action. MAVSPACE under RAND PRIVATIZATION.
Smith, Kevin 2005.  Data Don't Matter? Academic Research and School Choice. Perspectives on Politics. vol:3 iss:2 pg:285 -299. MAVSPACE.

V.  Standards and Accountability

April 7:  NCLB
ASSIGNMENT #3 DUE: EFFECT OF THE PROBLEM

Anyon, Jean and Kiersten Greene. 2007. No child left behind as an anti-poverty measure.  Teacher Education Quarterly (6 pages). MAVSPACE.

NCLB Blueprint article on MAVSPACE.

NCLB Reauthorization article on MAVSPACE.

McNeil. Linda. 2000. Creating New Inequalities: Contradictions of Reform.  Phi Delta Kappan; v81 n10 p728-34 Jun 2000.

April 14: Successful Schools
Schultz, Brian. 2008. Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way. NY: Teachers College Press. ENTIRE BOOK.


April 21:  Cultural Explanations for Success- Ogbu, Lareau
Lareau, Annette. 2005. Unequal education: Class, race and Family Life. ENTIRE BOOK.  Consider reading Appendix B first- Understanding the Work of Pierre Bourdieu.


April 28: A review of Policy and Education
ASSIGNMENT #4: POLICY BRIEF DUE FOR PEER REVIEW (please bring 3 copies to class)

Cohen, David, Susan Fuhrman and Fritz Mosher. 2007. Conclusion: A Review of Policy and Research in Education. In: Cohen David, Susan Fuhrman and Fritz Mosher (Eds.) The State of Education Policy Research, (pps. 349-371). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Publishers. Scan to student 11/14/08

May 5: Wrap-Up: The Obama Team and the Future of Public Education
FINAL PAPER DUE- please also turn in an electronic copy.
Readings to be assigned.
WRITING A LITERATURE REVIEW

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/667/01/
Sample lit review paper under MEDIA- Download "Sample APA Literature Review"
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/litrev.html
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