Many faculty don’t have attendance policies at all. They simply feel it is your responsibility to be in class and to be responsible for the material. If you happen to miss a class because you have a flat tire or cold or whatever, they expect that that might happen to a certain extent. It’s your responsibility to find notes for the days that you missed.  It is your responsibility, when you get those notes, and you don’t understand something that someone else has written down, to find a teacher assistant, to find the professor, to find a fellow classmate to explain the material to you. Attendance policies vary. They are on all ends of the spectrum. What you need to do is attend class the first day and figure out what is going on there. Having said that, I will tell you every time you miss a class you can count on lowering your test grade by a few points. There is a direct correlation, in every class I’ve taught in twelve years between people who miss classes a lot and low grades. It is a failsafe! 

