A course outline is extremely important. It is important that the student read it because the course outline is the contract between the student and faculty member. A course outline will have all the assignments in it, the grading scale, due dates, consequences for getting material in late. If a student gets it in late or doesn’t get it in at all, most likely the faculty member is not going to say anything to them. If at the end of the semester and the student gets a C but they thought they got a B and they come in and they find out that there was an assignment they didn’t turn in and they say well I didn’t know that that was due. Probably what they are going to get is the faculty member is going to say that it is there in your course outline everybody else turned it in; I’m sorry but that’s a zero. The most frequent phrase I hear from students is nobody told me. Things are written in catalogs, things are written in handouts, things are written in course outlines, and a course syllabus is a contract between a student and a professor. No one has an obligation to tell you; if you have the material there, if it was handed out you need to have read it and you need to know it. If there is ten points for class participation and part of that is attendance, and a student miss 7 or 8 times and then comes and wants to know why they got a grade lower than they thought they would and the professor says that you got zero points for class attendance because you miss ten times. The student says well no one told me; well it was in your course outline. So I think the main piece of advice is to read the material related to the courses and related to your curriculum. There is catalogs, there’s syllabus, there’s handbooks, there’s curriculum planning guide, there’s plenty of material for people to use that has all the information you need in it. As a matter of fact in today’s legal environment somebody telling you something has no standing. If it is not in writing it doesn’t really exist. Read the things you are given and pay attention to them and then you will have all the information you need.
