
ASSURING SUCCESS  More undergraduates 
are getting hands-on research opportunities 
as they work with faculty mentors, and the 
results are paying off. p. 30

GOING GREEK  Since officially coming to UTA 
in 1967, social fraternities and sororities have 
played an important role in the lives of thou-
sands of students. p. 26

PATHWAYS TO COLLEGE  Innovative programs 
help UTA reach out to underrepresented 
college students, encouraging them to pursue 
their higher education dreams. p. 34
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COMM DAY
Fort Worth Mayor and Distin-
guished Alumna Betsy Price 
’72 received a UTA Comm 
Day T-shirt after speaking 
at the October event that 
celebrates communication 
careers.

HOMECOMING GAME
Brandon Krausse ’06, ’09 
and daughter Abigail were 
among thousands of blue-
and-orange-clad fans who 
watched the Mavericks win 
the Homecoming basketball 
game in November at College 
Park Center. 

ENGINEERING REUNION
President Vistasp Karbhari 
and Marvin Applewhite ’64 at 
a 50-year reunion for College 
of Engineering graduates 
during Homecoming in 
November.

HOMECOMING RECEPTION
Ric Carroll ’05, Christopher 
Dinh ’12, and Scott Royal 
’94 attended an alumni 
Homecoming reception in 
November.

Alumni Cresson, Texas Snapshot

NORMAN WARD ’82, ’92
By age 13, Norman Ward 
knew he wanted to be an 
architect. The Fort Worth 
native eventually found 
his way to UT Arlington’s 
architecture program, earn-
ing both undergraduate and 
graduate degrees. In 2013 
the Fort Worth chapter of 
the American Institute of 
Architects presented Ward 
its highest distinction, the 
Charles R. Adams Award for 
Design Excellence. The hon-
or recognizes Ward’s body 
of work, which includes the 
interiors of Artspace 111 and 
the Community Arts Center 
in downtown Fort Worth. 

“My whole idea of work is 
about the joy of making,” 
he says. “I see architecture 
that way. It’s not just the 
design work; it’s that we’re 
all interacting together.” He 
creates from his Modernist 
hilltop home in rural Cres-
son, inspired by seasonal 
changes and “daylighting,” 
or how sunlight moves 
through a space. His firm 
includes fellow alumnus 
Ernest Curry ’93, who crafts 
models and helps with the 
design process. Ward also 
inspires future generations 
to pursue college degrees. 

“I talk to students about 
how everything is possible 
through education,” he says. 

“I feel that’s an extension of 
what was really given to me 
at UTA.”

By Design
Laura Quintero earns national honor
A passion for helping high school students navigate 
the road to college has placed alumna Laura Quintero 
in elite company. 

The National Hispaña Leadership Institute named 
Quintero one of two recipients of its 2014 Rising Star 
Award for encouraging young Latinos and Latinas to 
pursue a college degree. The honor recognizes Latina 
leaders under 30.

“I’ve always wanted to contribute to the community 
in a meaningful way, to share with young students the 
skills that I developed during my undergraduate years 
at UT Arlington,” she says. “This award challenges 
me to keep working in the community and serves as 
validation that I’m headed in the right direction.”

A first-generation college graduate, Quintero earned 
a bachelor’s degree in interior design from the School 
of Architecture in 2012. While at UT Arlington, she 
was a volunteer administrator and instructor for the 
Playhouse Fun Project, an after-school program that 
taught art and design to elementary school students 
in Dallas. The project motivated the children to finish 
high school and attend college.

“Laura doesn’t even know how special she is,” says 
architecture Assistant Professor Norma Isa Figueroa, 
a 2014 NHLI Executive Leadership Program fellow. 

“She mentors high school students in inner-city neigh-
borhoods, encourages education, and works to create 
job opportunities for Latino students in the world of 
architecture and engineering—all while pursuing her 
own professional goals.”

Quintero is a Dallas-based interior designer who 
frequently collaborates on restaurant projects. She 
describes the work as a combination of math, chemistry, 
and art, and she’s eager to share her knowledge with 
the students she mentors. 

“I want them to grasp how higher education can be 
easily attained with hard work and dedication. I want 
them to be confident and proud that their hard work 
paid off and that an exciting chapter is about to begin.”

Call of Duty
Military Science Hall of Honor to add three
Distinguished veterans Fred 
Campos, top, Orlando Reyes, 
and Kevin Smith will be  
inducted into the UTA Mili-
tary Science Hall of Honor 
during ceremonies March 21 
in the E.H. Hereford Univer-
sity Center.

Campos was a member 
of the Sam Houston Rifles 
at Arlington State College 
(now UT Arlington). After 
the Tet Offensive in spring 
1968, he joined the Marines 
and was attached to the Fleet 
Marine Force Atlantic, Force 
Reconnaissance. He served 
on active duty through 1970 
and in the reserves until 1974. 

After returning to civilian 
life, Campos began an infor-
mation technology career at 
Electronic Data Systems. In 
1996 he co-founded Remit 
Plus Software, which devel-
oped an electronic check 
processing system that 
became the financial indus-
try standard. He now works 
as the western United States 
embedded software sales rep-
resentative for IBM. 

Reyes commanded the 
Sam Houston Rifles and was 
the highest-ranked UT Arlington cadet at the 1977 
ROTC summer camp. After earning a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice in 1979, he was commissioned in 
the Army artillery and served seven years throughout 
the United States and Germany.

Following active duty, he founded Reyes Insurance 
Agency and serves as the Arlington company’s president. 
He is a member of the Fort Worth Airpower Council, 
which raises money to support military personnel and 
their families. He is a life member and former finance 
vice president of UTA’s Cadet Corps Alumni Council.

Smith is recruiting and enrollments adviser in the 
UT Arlington Military Science Department, where 
he has worked since 2001. His efforts have helped the 
Maverick Battalion maintain a consistently high rank-
ing among the nation’s ROTC programs.

A retired lieutenant colonel, Smith was an Army 
aviator who served several tours overseas, including 
combat duty in Iraq. He received the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Air Medal, Army Commendation Medal, and 
numerous other awards. He is being recognized with 
a Support Membership in the Hall of Honor.

The Military Science Department and Cadet Corps 
Alumni Council jointly bestow the Hall of Honor award. 
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Athletics GivingSpotlight

DIANE AND TOM CRAVENS
As a kid, Arlington native 
Tom Cravens preferred 
football and track to base-
ball. But he’s stepping up 
to the plate now to benefit 
Maverick athletics. Cravens 
and his wife, Diane, have 
made a naming gift to sup-
port construction of the 
baseball training room, part 
of a $5.5 million upgrade 
of UTA’s baseball/softball 
complex. In addition to 
training rooms for both 
teams, the project features 
state-of-the-art clubhouses, 
locker rooms, and lounges 
as well as new dugouts and 
picnic areas. “A major part 
of college life is the athlet-
ics you have on campus,” 
says Cravens, an Honorary 
Distinguished Alumnus and 
retired banker. “We have 
College Park Center for bas-
ketball and volleyball, which 
is one of the finest arenas of 
its size in the country. Now 
it’s time for the baseball and 
softball teams to have a  
facility they can be proud 
of.” The expansion and ren-
ovation project is expected 
to boost recruiting and raise 
the teams’ national profiles. 

“It’s important for UTA to 
have a first-class baseball 
and softball facility to be 
competitive,” Cravens says. 

“Diane and I are honored to 
help make it happen.”

CARVILLE-MATALIN EVENT 
Mary Matalin, Dorothy 
Estes, James Carville, and 
Audrey Wick at a reception in 
October before Carville and 
Matalin’s Maverick Speakers 
Series lecture.

ENGINEERING LUNCHEON
College of Engineering Dean 
Khosrow Behbehani, Bonnie 
Dowdy, and President Vistasp 
Karbhari at an endowment 
luncheon in October 
recognizing engineering 
donors.

GOURLEY SCHOLARSHIP
UT Arlington hosted 
representatives of the Fort 
Worth-based Mary Gourley 
Foundation and scholarship 
recipients at a luncheon in 
November.

SPANIOLO SCHOLARSHIP
Former UTA President Jim 
Spaniolo, center, with 
recipients of the James D. 
Spaniolo First Generation 
Scholarship at a reception in 
November.

Thanks, Mom
Scholarship recognizes matriarch  
Madam Ajara’s devotion to education

Clement Osimetha’s journey from humble beginnings 
in Nigeria to respected corporate attorney represents 
the textbook American success story. And he owes it 
all to his mother.

“If not for her influence, there would be no career 
success,” the 1992 UT Arlington finance graduate says.  

“That goes for my brothers and sisters as well.”
To honor their mother on her 75th birthday, Osimetha 

and his six siblings established the Chief Felicia Ajara 
Atsegbua Dikko Endowed Scholarship in the College 
of Business. The scholarship supports students who 
have received all or part of their pre-college educa-
tion in Nigeria.

Chief Dikko, or Madam Ajara, as Osimetha’s mother 
is affectionately known, had no formal schooling. Yet 
she owned and operated several small businesses as 
a single mother in Nigeria.

“She was quite an enterprising person,” Osimetha 
says of his mom, who now lives in Arlington. “She was 
a strong woman, and people looked up to her.” 

As an attorney with Axiom, Osimetha serves as 
general counsel to DPT Laboratories, Ltd., a contract 
manufacturing pharmaceutical organization. He over-
sees all major legal matters related to the company’s 
business activities. 

He is a member of the executive board of SMU’s 
Dedman School of Law, where he graduated in 1995, 
and serves on the board of directors of the African 
American Repertory Theater. He served consecutive 
three-year terms on the State of Texas Board of Disci-
plinary Appeals, appointed by the Texas Supreme Court.

Chief Dikko’s passion for education still resonates 
with her children, all of whom attended college.

“To have the foresight that we should all go to school 
is remarkable,” Osimetha says. “She was very smart and 
forward thinking to know that education was the best 
way out of our circumstances at the time.”

LASTING LEGACY Like many newlyweds, Emma and 
Vittorio Argento struggled to make ends meet. But the 
couple eventually built successful careers—she in banking 
and he as a professor in UTA’s Civil Engineering Department 
from 1978-98. When Emma died in 2012 after more than 50 
years of marriage, Vic established the Emma and Dr. Vittorio 
“Vic” Argento Endowed Scholarship. A planned estate gift 
will further fund the endowment, which benefits civil engi-
neering students. “I wanted to provide a memory of Emma 
that would live on,” Argento says. “I also wanted to help the 
students I enjoyed so much continue their educations.”

Estate gift honors 
popular professor
The late David Groner was so 
beloved by his students that 
they coronated him—liter-
ally—at his retirement in 1991.

That he relished wearing 
the makeshift crown like a king 
came as no surprise to those 
who knew Groner during his 
27 years as a communication 
assistant professor.

“Students and everyone 
enjoyed Dave because he was 
fun and unpredictable and a joy 
to be around,” says Jean Coulter 
’72, who worked in the Com-
munication Department from 
1980-2010 and was a student 
of Groner’s. “He always had a 
twinkle in his eye and seemed 
to be looking for a way to bring 
a smile to your face.”

Groner died in 1996 in Lit-
tleton, Colo., where he had lived 
since retiring. Prior to joining 
the UT Arlington faculty, he 
taught at Penn State University 
and Lock Haven University of 
Pennsylvania. He owned a busi-
ness that made plastic contain-

ers and clips, which he sold at 
flea markets and retail outlets.

But tea ching wa s h is 
passion.

“Dave thoroughly enjoyed 
UTA and the relationships he 
developed with students,” says 
longtime friend and colleague 
Elwood Preiss, who served in 
numerous administrative roles 
during his 35 years at UTA. “He 
was truly one of those people 
who loved what he did.”

To honor his legacy, Gron-
er’s wife, Mary, established 
the David E. Groner Endowed 
Scholarship with a bequest 
from their estate. The scholar-
ship assists students pursuing 
degrees with a concentration in 
speech communication. Mary 
died last year.

“She was very mindful of 
Dave’s commitment to UTA,” 
says Preiss, who is executor of 
the estate. “She thought the 
endowment would be a fitting 
tribute to his many years of 
dedicated service.” 
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TERESA WHITE 
White (’88 BBA, Information 
Systems) is president of Aflac 
U.S. operations, based in  Co-
lumbus, Ga. She has worked 
for Aflac since 1998 and has 
received numerous awards 
for leadership, including the 
2014 Women in Insurance 
Leadership Award from Insur-
ance Networking News.

TREY HILLMAN 
Hillman (’91 BA, Exercise and 
Sport Studies) will start the 
2015 baseball season as the 
Houston Astros bench coach. 
Previously he managed the 
Kansas City Royals and was 
bench coach for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers.

ALFRED VIDAURRI JR. 
Vidaurri (’79 BS, ’82 MArch, 
Architecture) received the 
2014 President’s Medal for 
Distinguished Service, the 
highest honor bestowed by 
the National Council of Archi-
tectural Registration Boards. 
The only Texas recipient, he 
is vice president and principal 
at Freese and Nichols in Fort 
Worth. 

RUMANDA YOUNG 
Young (’04 MCRP, City and 
Regional Planning; ’08 PhD, 
Urban Planning and Public 
Policy) received the Lt. Gen. 
John W. Morris Civilian of 
the Year Award from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. She 
is chief of the Master Planning 
Section of the Fort Worth 
District’s Regional Planning 
and Environmental Center.

Notable
1996
Lisa Franks Gray (BS, Mi-
crobiology) was certified in 
pharmaceutical and medical 
device microbiology by the 
National Registry of Certified 
Microbiologists at the Ameri-
can College of Microbiology 
in Washington, D.C. William 
Hernandez (BS, Mechanical 
Engineering) received the Lex 
Frieden Employment Award, 
Entrepreneurship Category, 
from the Governor’s Commit-
tee on People with Disabilities 
for starting a company, hiring 
people with disabilities, and 
working to help meet the 
needs of the community. His 
Per4max company designs 
and produces sport wheel-
chairs. He is a former member 
of the UT Arlington Movin’ 
Mavs wheelchair basketball 
team. Gary Manns (MEdT, 
Education in Teaching) is 
director of education at the 
International Leadership 
of Texas charter school in 
Garland. Jennifer Riddle 
(BA, Spanish) is a digital 
strategist for the Balcom 
Agency, a Fort Worth-based 
company whose services 
include branding, marketing 
communications, Web design, 
social media, public relations, 
and media planning.      

1997
Adriana Fjeseth (BS, Eco-
nomics) is an accounting 
specialist for 7-Eleven Inc. in 
Dallas. Thu Pham (BS, Biol-
ogy) is an attorney with The 
Health Law Firm in Altamonte 
Springs, Fla. Her practice 
focuses on health care litiga-
tion, licensing and disciplin-
ary issues, contracts, appeals, 
administrative hearings, regu-
latory matters, and Medicare 
and Medicaid defense. 

1998
Jose Alejandro (BSN, Nurs-
ing) was inducted as a fellow 
of the American Academy 
of Nursing. He is a past 
president of the Hispanic 
Nursing Association. Mat-
thew Fielder (MPA, Public 
and Urban Administration) 

is city manager and director 
of economic development 
for the town of Pantego. 
Previously he was director of 
economic development for 
the Texas cities of Sugar Land 
and Rosenberg. Santosh 
Krishnan (BS, Information 
Systems) is president and 
CEO of SKMedia in Dallas. His 
company created RideCon-
nect, a social transportation 
collaboration application that 
enables people to ask for and 
give rides. His group surveyed 
UT Arlington students in the 
fall. Stephanie Vetere (MEdT, 
Education in Teaching) is an 
assistant principal at Coble 
Middle School in Mansfield. 

2000
Barry Creamer (PhD, Hu-
manities) became president 
of Criswell College in Dallas 
on Aug. 1. He had served as 
Criswell vice president of 
academic affairs since 2011 
and as a professor of humani-
ties since 2004. He also was a 
lecturer in the UT Arlington 
Department of Philosophy 
and Humanities from 2008-10. 
Aaron Endris (BBA, Finance), 
a commercial insurance 
broker, manages the bond 
department for the Swant-
ner & Gordon branch office 
of Higginbotham in Corpus 
Christi. 

2001
Cris Muñoz (’01 BS, Archi-
tecture; ’14 MEd, Educational 
Leadership and Policy Stud-
ies) is an assistant principal at 
Seagoville Elementary School 
in Seagoville. 

2002
Robert Abel (MEd, Edu-
cation in Curriculum and 
Instruction) is director of sec-
ondary teaching and learning 
for the Irving Independent 
School District. Jabari John-
son (BA, Communication 
Technology) is founder of the 
Heads Up! Foundation, which 
provides academic and cul-
tural development and par-
ticipation in basketball camps 
for youth in Dallas County. He 

is a former all-Southland Con-
ference guard for the men’s 
basketball team. Venkata-
giri Krishnamurthy (’02 MS, 
Electrical Engineering; ’11 PhD, 
Biomedical Engineering) is a 
postdoctoral fellow at Emory 
University in Atlanta. Josh 
Strittmatter (BBA, Finance) 
is president and CEO of Strit-
tmatter Wealth Management 
Group in Weatherford. He 
also teaches a UT Arlington 
continuing education course 
on retirement and Social 
Security planning. 

2003
Patty Bustamante (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is principal at 
Gilbert Elementary School 
in Irving. Tammy Evans 
(’03 BSN, Nursing; ’08 MSN, 
Nursing Administration) 
is manager of the Baylor 
All Saints Medical Center 
Emergency Department in 
Fort Worth. Previously she 
was risk manager, patient 
safety officer, and accredita-
tion coordinator at the Baylor 
heart hospitals in Plano and 
Denton. Jason Oliver (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is executive 
director of school leadership 
at Waxahachie Faith Family 
Academy. Sara Skiles-DuToit 
(MPA, Public and Urban Ad-
ministration) completed her 
Ph.D. in sociology at Notre 
Dame. She was a lecturer in 
the UT Arlington Department 
of Sociology and Anthropol-
ogy from 2007-10. Chris Slim-
mer (BBA, Finance) is chief 
financial officer at Creative 
Solutions in Healthcare, a Fort 
Worth-based company that 
owns and operates skilled 
nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities in Texas. 

2004
Mason Cooper (BS, Informa-
tion Systems) is chief informa-
tion officer at CyberlinkASP, 
a dedicated server and 
application-hosting solution 
provider in Dallas. Shahveer 
Dhalla (BS, Biology) is princi-
pal at Arlington High School. 

Previously he was principal at 
Gunn Junior High in Arlington. 
Andy Hagman (MEd, Educa-
tional Leadership and Policy 
Studies) is principal at Lamar 
High School in Arlington. 
Previously he was principal 
at Shackelford Junior High 
in Arlington. Daron Evans 
(MS, Biomedical Engineer-
ing) is a member of the board 
of directors of Nephros, 
Inc., a commercial stage 
medical device company that 
develops and sells high-per-
formance liquid purification 
filters in River Edge, N.J. Brad 
Kanouse (BFA, Theatre Arts) 
is production coordinator for 
Stages Repertory Theatre in 
Houston. Jakki Opollo (’04 
BSN, ’08 MSN, ’12 PhD, Nurs-
ing) is director of Professional 
Practice & Nursing Research 
at Parkland Health Hospital 
System in Dallas. Diego 
Quintana (BS, Spanish) 
teaches third-grade math at 
Cooke Elementary School in 
Cleburne. Willie Wimbrey 
(MEd, Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies) is principal 
at Perry Elementary School 
in Mansfield. Steven Wurtz 
(MEd, Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies) is chief 
academic officer for the Ar-
lington Independent School 
District. Previously he was the 
district’s area superintendent 
of elementary schools. Jenni-
fer Young (MEd, Educational 
Leadership and Policy Studies) 
is principal at Mansfield High 
School. 

2005
Katiuska Herrador (MEd, 
Education in Curriculum and 
Instruction) is principal at Paul 
Keyes Elementary School in 
Irving. Jennifer McKee (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is principal 
at Kinkeade Early Child-
hood School in the Irving 
Independent School District. 
Previously she was principal 
at Irving’s Clifton Early Child-
hood School. Paul Schulte 
(BS, Mechanical Engineering) 
was a member of the USA 
men’s national team that 

Class Notes
is chief executive officer of 
Leidos Holdings, a science 
and technology solutions 
company based in Reston, Va. 
Previously he was president of 
Network and Space Systems 
for the Boeing Co. 

1982
Tim Eckersley (BS, Electri-
cal Engineering) is senior 
vice president and president 
of the Americas region for 
Allegion, a security solutions 
provider based in Carmel, 
Ind. He previously worked for 
Ingersoll Rand’s security tech-
nologies and Nokia. Prasad 
Rampalli (MS, Industrial 
Engineering) is president 
and chief executive officer 
of QLogic, a provider of data 
center networking and stor-
age networking infrastruc-
ture solutions based in Aliso 
Viejo, Calif. John Wright (BS, 
Civil Engineering) is director 
of public works for the city of 
Greenville. He spent 23 years 
with the Texas Department of 
Transportation. 

1985
Raul H. Gonzalez (BBA, 
Management) was elected 
vice president of the board 
of trustees for the Mansfield 
Independent School District. 
He is director of administra-
tion for Passman & Jones, a 
Dallas law firm. 

1986
Martin Lisius (BA, Radio-TV) 
wrote The Ultimate Severe 
Weather Safety Guide. He 
founded Tempest Tours, a 
storm-chasing company, and 
has produced several docu-
mentaries about storms. 

1988
Michael J. Murray (BBA, 
Accounting) is executive vice 
president and chief operating 
officer for D.R. Horton in Fort 
Worth. He was instrumental 
in three acquisitions as senior 
vice president of business 
development for the home-
building company. Rodney 
Robinson (BBA, Accounting) 
is president of Living Color 

Aquariums, a manufacturer 
of custom aquariums and 
themed environments in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Previ-
ously he was the company’s 
chief financial officer. Mark 
Strauss (PhD, Biomedical 
Engineering) owns Impact In-
jury Analysis, which performs 
forensic accident reconstruc-
tion and injury analysis. He 
also is an adjunct professor 
at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. 

1989
Craig Cobb (BFA, Drama) is 
an editor for ABC Television. 
He has worked on Manhattan 
Love Story, Sex and the 
City, 30 Rock, and The 
Newsroom. Craig Zemmin 
(BBA, Management) is the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area 
regional manager for Austin-
based American Campus 
Communities, a developer of 
student housing. 

1990
Chester Jourdan Jr. (MA, 
Urban Affairs) is executive 
director of the American 
Red Cross Southeast Texas 
Chapters, which include Beau-
mont and Orange County. 
Previously he was executive 
director of the Southeast 
Texas Nonprofit Development 
Center in Beaumont. Basil 
Schaban-Maurer (’90 BS, ’93 
MArch, Architecture; ’08 
MCRP, City and Regional Plan-
ning) wrote Rise of the Citizen 
Practitioner based on his 
citizen engagement research. 
He is an adjunct professor of 
urban design at Concordia 
University in Austin and a 
principal for ARK Tectonics, a 
Fort Worth architecture and 
planning firm.

1991
Heather Jerden Anderson 
(BA, Political Science) was 
re-elected national vice 
president of administration 
for Delta Zeta sorority in July. 
Having served in the position 
since 2012, she will continue 
to serve during the 2014-16 
biennium. 

1993
Lori Lee (’93 BA, ‘97 MA, 
Anthropology) was named 
the Virginia Professional 
Archaeologist of the Year by 
the Archaeological Society of 
Virginia. The honor recog-
nizes her research at Thomas 
Jefferson’s Poplar Forest, 
where she helped discover, 
document, and analyze the 
lives of slaves who lived on 
the plantation. After two 
years as the Ainsworth Visit-
ing Professor of American 
Culture at Randolph College 
in Lynchburg, Va., she is now 
an anthropology assistant 
professor at Flagler College 
in St. Augustine, Fla. Raj 
Malik (BS, Computer Science 
Engineering) was honored 
as Entrepreneur of the Year 
by the U.S.-India Chamber of 
Commerce-Dallas/Fort Worth. 
He is president and CEO of 
Bioworld Merchandising, an 
Irving-based design firm with 
offices worldwide.  

1994
Paula Waggoner-Aguilar 
(BBA, Accounting) was 
among 10 executives receiv-
ing the Best CFO Award from 
the San Antonio Business 
Journal in October. She is 
owner and president of The 
Energy CFO in San Anto-
nio. Her firm provides CFO 
services to energy entre-
preneurs, family enterprises, 
and private-equity start-ups 
across South Texas (San 
Antonio, Corpus Christi, and 
Laredo) and Houston. She is 
also co-founder and presi-
dent of the Women’s Energy 
Network of South Texas.  

1995
Karla Ramberger (BSN, Nurs-
ing) is chief nursing officer for 
the Methodist Health System 
in Dallas. Mike Yakubovsky 
(BS, Economics) was one of 
six teachers worldwide to 
receive the 2014 National 
Instruments Excellence in 
Engineering Education Award. 
Since 2006 he has taught at 
Coppell High School, where 
he leads the STEM program. 

1970
George Carlton Jr.  (BA, His-
tory) was one of six attorneys 
from the Texas trial appel-
late law firm Godwin Lewis 
PC who were recognized in 
the 2015 edition of The Best 
Lawyers in America. It was 
the third selection for Carlton, 
who heads the company’s 
mass tort litigation practice 
group. He was chosen based 
on his product liability litiga-
tion defense work. James 
P. Smith (BBA, Business Ad-
ministration) retired after 38 
years as a pilot, 12 years with 
the U.S. Navy and 26 years 
with Continental Airlines. 

1973
Tim Schultz  (’73 BA, Political 
Science; ’74 MA, Public Af-
fairs) is senior vice president 
at BBVA Compass Bank in 
Houston. 

1974
Bill Lane (’74 BS, ’76 MS, 
Mechanical Engineering) is 
vice president of emerging 
technologies for Weatherford 
Artificial Lift Systems, provid-
ers of products and services 
that span the drilling, evalua-
tion, completion, production, 
and intervention cycles of 
oil and natural gas wells. He 
has been with Weatherford 
for 19 years and works in the 
Houston area. 

1975
Ernest Brister (BBA, Business 
Administration) was re-elect-
ed Hill County Democratic 
Party chair, a position he 
has held since 2009. Lt. Col. 
Brister was a military police 
officer, serving 28 years in 
the U.S. Army Reserve before 
retiring in 1988. He is also 
retired from BNSF Railway. 

1977
Jack Reinhard (MA, Econom-
ics) wrote Freedom’s Nation, 
which shows how reorganiz-
ing the Federal Reserve and 
granting freedom to individu-
als and the nation’s markets 
could return America to pros-
perity. His work experience 

spans more than 30 years of 
executive and management 
positions in utility, engi-
neering, and construction 
industries in corporate and 
government organizations. 

1979
Tim Brennan (BFA, Art) 
wrote the children’s book 
About Teddy: A Story about 
Tourette’s Syndrome to help 
raise awareness. Patrick 
Brooke (BBA, Accounting) 
is chief financial officer at 
Bethel University in St. Paul, 
Minn. Previously he was se-
nior director of financial op-
erations at Wheaton College 
in Wheaton, Ill. Albert Chen 
(MS, Structural Engineering) 
is an associate principal in the 
Los Angeles office of Thorn-
ton Tomasetti, a structural 
engineering consulting firm 
headquartered in New York 
City. 

1980
Leroy Caldwell (BS, Civil 
Engineering) is a senior engi-
neer with CMC Construction 
Services in Dallas. Previously 
he spent nearly 29 years with 
Dayton Superior.  Larry 
Watson (’80 MS, Social Work; 

’07 PhD, Public and Urban 
Administration) co-wrote 
Developing Nonprofit and 
Human Service Leaders: Es-
sential Knowledge and Skills. 
He is an assistant professor 
in the UT Arlington School of 
Social Work.  

1981
Wayne Burgdorf (BBA, Ac-
counting) is vice president of 
Coldwell Banker Commercial 
Alliance DFW and has incor-
porated his firm, Burgdorf 
Realty Group, into CBC Alli-
ance operations. Jim Green 
(BS, Electrical Engineering) is 
chief executive officer of EF 
Johnson Technologies, based 
in Irving. Previously he was 
vice president at Flextron-
ics, president and CEO of 
Digital Lightwave Corp., and 
president and CEO of Trillium 
Industries. Roger Krone 
(MS, Aerospace Engineering) 
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Briefly
and Protective Services in 
Austin. Ruby Yi-Ping Wang 
(MA, Linguistics; MA, TESOL) 
joined the UT Arlington 
Department of Modern 
Languages in fall 2014 as a 
lecturer in Chinese. 

2011
Brett Crowson (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is an assistant 
principal at Amos Elementary 
School in Arlington. He had 
been a special education 
social emotional and aca-
demic success (SEAS) teacher 
at Larson Elementary in 
Arlington since 2002. Mayde 

“Mimi” Gomez (BA, Broadcast 
Communication) is a cor-
respondent and multimedia 
journalist at KSAT-TV in San 
Antonio. Rhonda Robert-
son (MA, Criminology and 
Criminal Justice) was named a 
board member of the Tarrant 
County College Foundation. 
She is an assistant chief in the 
Fort Worth Police Depart-
ment. Francesca Washing-
ton (BA, Broadcast Commu-
nication) is a reporter at KLTV 
in Tyler. 

2012
Laura Choate (BA, Theatre 
Arts) is performing in the 
Dallas Children’s Theater 
national touring production 
of The Musical Adventures 
of Flat Stanley. The U.S. tour 
began in September 2014 and 
continues through June 2015.
Brittany King (BFA, Theatre 
Arts) was a costume intern 
for Soho Cinders at Uptown 
Players in Dallas during sum-
mer 2014. Kara Edgerton 
(BS, Exercise Science) is in the 
doctor of physical therapy 
program at the University of 
North Texas Health Science 
Center. Danielle Hansen 
(’12 BS, Athletic Training; ’14 
MS, Exercise Physiology) is 
an athletic training fellow at 
the Steadman Clinic in Vail, 
Colo. She was a graduate 
assistant athletic trainer with 
the Movin’ Mavs wheelchair 
basketball team at UT Arling-
ton. Matthew Linguist (BA, 

Broadcast Communication) is 
a photographer at KOCO-TV 
in Oklahoma City. Previ-
ously he was digital content 
specialist at KXII-TV in Sher-
man. Ann Martini (Cohort 
MBA, Business Administra-
tion) is a project manager 
in the U.S. General Services 
Administration Greater 
Southwest Region office in 
Fort Worth. Chris Mead (BA, 
Broadcast Communication) 
is video creative services 
manager for the Texas Stars 
Hockey Club in Cedar Park. 
Steven McKinney (’12 BA, 
Interdisciplinary Studies; 

’13 BSN, Nursing) is stroke 
coordinator at Methodist 
Dallas Medical Center, where 
he is responsible for helping 
his facility achieve compre-
hensive stroke certification. 
MaryAnn Means-Dufrene 
(MS, Human Resource 
Management; MPA, Public 
Administration) is executive 
director for Susan G. Komen 
for the Cure Greater Fort 
Worth. Previously she was 
deputy chief of staff in the 
Fort Worth Mayor and Coun-
cil Office. Erin Montgomery 
(MEd, Educational Leader-
ship and Policy Studies) is 
an assistant principal at 
Carter Junior High School 
in Arlington. Previously she 
taught Spanish in Mansfield 
and Grand Prairie. Nina Price 
(MEd, Educational Leader-
ship and Policy Studies) is 
vice principal at Trinity Basin 
Preparatory Elementary 
School in Dallas. Kiranmayi 
Raparthi (’12 MCRP, City 
and Regional Planning; ’14 
PhD, Urban Planning and 
Public Policy) is a postdoc-
toral research associate in an 
international collaborative 
research project on “Evalu-
ating Communication for 
Development” with UNESCO 
at the University of Hyder-
abad, India. Roger Sancho 
(BS, Athletic Training) is head 
athletic trainer for the Santa 
Cruz Warriors, a development 
league basketball team affili-
ated with the Golden State 
Warriors. 

2013
Cecilia Acuna (BS, Exercise 
Science) is in the doctor of 
physical therapy program 
at The University of Texas 
Medical Branch in Galveston. 
Olivia Shadan Aigbogun (BA, 
Theatre Arts) is a graduate 
student in UT Arlington’s 
School of Social Work. Her 
master’s thesis will examine 
theater as therapy. Lizette 
Barrera (BFA, Art) screened 
her short film, Rubies, dur-
ing the annual Lunafest film 
festival in October at the 
Maverick Activities Center. 
Tyler Benson (MS, Exercise 
Physiology) is a student in 
the doctor of osteopathic 
medicine program at the 
University of North Texas 
Health Science Center in Fort 
Worth. Winston Daniels 
(BFA, Theatre Arts) played the 
part of the donkey in Shrek: 
the Musical at Kids Who Care 
Musical Theatre in Fort Worth 
during summer 2014. He also 
was invited to perform with 
Amphibian Stage Productions, 
a theatrical company staging 
readings and productions 
in Fort Worth and New York 
City. He is a member of a 
stilt-dancing troupe, special-
ized performers who dance 
and tell stories while on 
stilts. Wendy Donnell (PhD, 
Nursing) wrote “A Corre-
lational Study of a Reading 
Comprehension Program and 
Attrition Rates of ESL Nursing 
Students in Texas.” She is an 
assistant professor of nursing 
at Texas A&M International 
University. Joshua Jensen 
(PhD, Linguistics) wrote Jarai 
Clauses and Noun Phrases: 
Syntactic Structures in an 
Austronesian Language, the 
first published treatment of 
the syntax of Jarai, an Austro-
nesian language of Southeast 
Asia. Dr. Jensen is a mission-
ary candidate for Cambodia 
at EMU International in Spar-
tanburg, S.C. John McCall 
(BS, Civil Engineering) is a pe-
troleum engineer for the De-
partment of Interior-Bureau 
of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement in Anchorage, 

Alaska. Chris Moulckers 
(BS, Mechanical Engineering) 
drove the UTA Formula SAE 
car to victory at the Texas Au-
tocross Weekend races in July 
on the UT Arlington campus. 
The car featured Active Aero 
technology implemented 
in 2013 to reduce drag and 
increase downforce, enhanc-
ing handling and efficiency.  
Jason Ngu (BS, Exercise 
Science) is in the doctor of 
physical therapy program 
at Texas Woman’s University. 
Silviya Nikolova (PhD, Social 
Work) received the inaugural 
Disability Manuscript Award 
at the Council on Social Work 
Education national meeting 
in Tampa, Fla., in October 
for “Geo-social and health 
disparities among persons 
with disabilities living in 
Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, and 
Dallas, Texas.”  Sean Noell (BA, 
Broadcast Communication) is 
a member of the production 
team at KTVT-CBS 11 in Fort 
Worth. Keith Owens (MA, 
Criminology and Criminal Jus-
tice) received the 2014 Texas 
Children’s Hero Award from 
the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children for 
his leadership in the rescue 
of 22 children from child sex 
trafficking in 2013. He is a se-
nior special agent for Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
Investigations in Dallas. Rory 
Peacock (MEd, Educational 
Leadership and Policy Stud-
ies) is director of instructional 
technology for the Northwest 
Independent School District. 
Previously he was an instruc-
tional technology specialist 
and a fifth-grade math and 
science teacher in the district.
Alycen Phan (MEd, Educa-
tional Leadership and Policy 
Studies) is an assistant prin-
cipal at Ousley Junior High 
School in Arlington. She had 
been a sixth-grade language 
arts teacher in the Mansfield 
Independent School District 
since 2007. Molly Pope (BFA, 
Theatre Arts) played the lead 
role of Mona in the premiere 
of Broken the Musical at Gil-
ley’s Dallas in July and August.   

2014
Roger Blackmon (BS, 
Computer Engineering) is a 
software developer for SSG, 
a Dallas-based professional 
software services company. 
Joshua Eguia (BFA, Theatre 
Arts) teaches theater in the 
Grand Prairie Independent 
School District. Brandon 
Esianor (BS, Exercise Sci-
ence) is working toward 
a graduate degree at The 
University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston. Dugger 
Faulkner (BS, Accounting) 
is a business development 
account manager for Dallas-
based Software Professionals, 
Inc. Brandon Harris (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is an assistant 
principal at Borger Middle 
School in Borger. Terri Jones 
(MEd, Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies) is as-
sistant principal at Angleton 
Christian School in Angleton. 
Becky Navarre (PhD, Educa-
tional Leadership) is assistant 
superintendent of educa-
tional technology in the Fort 
Worth Independent School 
District. Rosalinda Olivares 
(BA, Theatre Arts) works 
with the Texas Creative Arts 
Academy, based in Coppell. 
Himanshu Patel (BA, Ad-
vertising Communication) is 
brand manager for The Rich-
ards Group, a Dallas advertis-
ing agency. Gerald Redd 
(MEd, Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies) is assistant 
administrative director and 
high school supervisor for 
Universal College in Aley, 
Lebanon. Jennifer Wiese 
(MEd, Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies) is principal 
at Madison High School 
in Madison, Calif. Linying 

“Jolynn” Zhou (PhD, Account-
ing) is an assistant professor 
of accounting at Clarkson 
University in Potsdam, N.Y. 
She was a teaching associate 
and teaching assistant in the 
UTA College of Business. She 
has teaching experience in 
auditing, accounting princi-
ples, accounting analysis, and 
professionalism in accounting.

captured the silver medal at 
the International Wheelchair 
Basketball Federation World 
Championships in Incheon, 
South Korea, in July. He is a 
former member of the UT 
Arlington Movin’ Mavs wheel-
chair team. 

2006
Syreeta Clarke (BS, Biology; 
BS, Microbiology) was certi-
fied in pharmaceutical and 
medical device microbiology 
by the National Registry of 
Certified Microbiologists 
at the American College of 
Microbiology in Washington, 
D.C. Stacey Edwards (BBA, 
Management) is office man-
ager for Caliber Collision in 
San Antonio. Aaly Meherali 
(BS, Biology; BS, Chemistry) 
was selected Secondary 
Teacher of the Year for 2014-
15 in the Irving Independent 
School District. He teaches 
chemistry at Singley Acad-
emy. Jonathan Smith (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is principal at 
T.W. Browne Middle School in 
Dallas. Candace Sweat (BA, 
Broadcast Communication) is 
a reporter for WRAL-TV in Ra-
leigh, N.C. Tanji Towels (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is principal at 
J.O. Davis Elementary School 
in Irving. Nicole Willingham 
(MBA, Accounting) is a finan-
cial analyst with the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development, as well as a 
featured blogger on GovLoop, 
a website for government 
leaders. 

2007
Shannon Brunskill (’07 
BFA, ’11 MFA, Art) served 
as a teaching assistant for 
South American artist Silvia 
Levinson during summer 2014. 
She owns Brunskill Studios in 
Dallas. Bryan Fenstermaker 
(MPA, Public and Urban 
Administration; MCRP, City 
and Regional Planning) was 
appointed to the Philadelphia 
Food Policy Advisory Council. 
He is director of programs for 
the Enterprise Center Com-

munity Development Corp. in 
the Greater Philadelphia area. 
Ryan Hardy (MS, Finance) 
is vice president for design 
and construction at HAP 
Investment Developers in 
New York, where he oversees 
the firm’s residential projects. 
Previously he was a project 
manager for the U.S. General 
Services Administration, Las 
Vegas Travel Bureau. Brianna 
Hinojosa-Flores (Cohort 
MBA, Business Administra-
tion) is senior manager and 
patent attorney for Black-
berry in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area. Ryan Oliver (’07 BS, ’08 
MS, Industrial and Manufac-
turing Systems Engineering) 
is a visiting student in the 
mechanosynthesis group at 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and a doctoral 
pre-candidate in mechanical 
engineering at the Univer-
sity of Michigan. He helped 
develop Robofurnace, an 
automated system for making 
carbon nanotube forests 
and studying their growth. 
Chakosha Powell (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is principal at 
Maus Middle School in Frisco. 
Katherine Watkins (BS, 
Microbiology) was certified in 
pharmaceutical and medical 
device microbiology by the 
National Registry of Certified 
Microbiologists at the Ameri-
can College of Microbiology 
in Washington, D.C.  

2008
Daniel Armbruster (BA, 
Broadcast Communication) 
is a weekend co-anchor at 
KHBS/KHOG-TV in Fayette-
ville/Fort Smith, Ark. David 
L. Campbell (EMBA, Business 
Administration) is president 
and chief operating officer for 
the Alaskan Air Group of Hori-
zon Air. Previously he was vice 
president of maintenance 
and engineering at JetBlue 
Airways. Liz Covert (BFA, Art) 
is an art conservationist for 
private collections and muse-
ums. She designs and makes 
metal jewelry and home 
decor and is a volunteer 

blacksmith at Knapp Heritage 
Park in Arlington. Matthew 
Grevan (BFA, Theatre Arts) 
was stage manager and 
earned his Actors Equity As-
sociation union membership 
with Soho Cinders at Uptown 
Players in Dallas in summer 
2014. Hallema Jackson (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is principal at 
Britain Elementary School in 
Irving. Nolan Runnels III (BS, 
Aerospace Engineering) is a 
rendezvous and proximity 
operations engineer for Ja-
cobs Technology, a Houston-
based professional services 
company with offices world-
wide. Michael Wyrick (MEd, 
Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies) is principal at 
Durham Intermediate School 
in the Carroll Independent 
School District in Southlake. 

2009
Aaron Gouge (BA, Kinesiol-
ogy) and Mike Paye (BA, 
Criminology and Criminal 
Justice) were members of the 
USA men’s national team that 
captured the silver medal at 
the International Wheelchair 
Basketball Federation World 
Championships in Incheon, 
South Korea in July. They are 
former members of the UT 
Arlington Movin’ Mavs wheel-
chair team. Ryan McCoy (’09 
MEd, ’14 PhD, Educational 
Leadership and Policy Studies) 
is principal at Reed Middle 
School in Duncanville. Joa-
quin Noyola (’09 BS, ’13 MS, 
Physics) and Suman Satyal 
(’09 BS, ’11 MS, Physics), Ph.D. 
students, teamed with UT 
Arlington physics Professor 
Zdzislaw Musielak to publish 
a paper in The Astrophysi-
cal Journal showing how 
they believe tracking radio 
waves can determine where 
exomoons are located in the 
universe. Adam Stein (MA, 
TESOL) provided instruction 
for the Chinese MBA English 
program in August for UT 
Arlington College of Business 
students. He also volun-
teered during summer 2014 in 
the West Bank of Palestine for 

Defence for Children Interna-
tional and Al Rowwad. He is 
an instructor in UT Arlington’s 
English Language Institute. 
Jason Villarreal (BFA, The-
atre Arts) performed in Dallas 
Woody’s annual Turnabout 
Show in June, raising money 
and awareness for the Re-
source Center of Dallas. He 
also taught at the Dallas Chil-
dren’s Theatre during summer 
2014. He is training director 
for FreeRange Concepts in 
Dallas. 

2010
Charlotte Ford (PhD, Public 
and Urban Administration) 
is principal at Summit High 
School in Mansfield. Previous-
ly she was principal at Mans-
field’s Coble Middle School. 
Debra Logan (PhD, Nursing) 
is chair and director of the 
nursing program at Kansas 
Wesleyan University in Salina, 
Kan. Previously she was direc-
tor of nursing programs for 
Brown Mackie College in 
Bedford and campus nursing 
dean and assistant profes-
sor at West Coast University 
in Dallas. Kristina Ibitayo 
(PhD, Nursing) is an assistant 
professor at LeTourneau 
University’s School of Nursing. 
She helped write the proposal 
approved by the Board of 
Nursing for the start of 
LeTourneau’s undergraduate 
nursing program. Previously 
she was a clinical assistant 
professor in UT Arlington’s 
College of Nursing. LaMar-
cus Reed (BBA, Finance) is 
playing for Aris Thessaloniki 
in the Greek Professional Bas-
ketball League. He played last 
season for Etha in Cyprus, av-
eraging 14.2 points and seven 
rebounds per game. He was a 
first-team All-Southland Con-
ference selection in 2011 at UT 
Arlington. Robyn Rinearson 
(MEd, Educational Leadership 
and Policy Studies) is principal 
at Spencer Elementary 
School in Mansfield. Jason 
Steele (BA, Criminology and 
Criminal Justice) is the exter-
nal relations specialist for the 
Texas Department of Family 

MAVERICK MERCHANDISE
Everybody looks better in 
blue and orange. Gear up for 
springtime weather by visiting 
UTA’s one-stop online shop-
ping mall. A wide selection 
of T-shirts, polos, caps, bags, 
accessories, and other mer-
chandise awaits. The online 
shop includes links to the UT 
Arlington Bookstore, athletics 
store, Planetarium gift shop, 
and more. Check it out at  
uta.edu/shoponline.

GET CONNECTED
Stay apprised of all things 
Maverick by joining the Uni-
versity’s social media sites.  
UT Arlington’s official Face-
book page had more than 
31,000 “likes” as of early 
January. Become a fan and 
get updates in your newsfeed 
about campus happenings 
and achievements. Follow  
@utarlington on Twitter for 
the latest news, network  
with fellow alumni through  
LinkedIn, and share photos 
from UTA’s Pinterest boards.

LICENSE PLATE DISCOUNT  
The eye-catching UT Arling-
ton Texas license plate is now 
more affordable. MyPlates.
com, the state’s official ven-
dor, reduced its prices on the 
specialty tags effective Dec. 1, 
2014. There’s also a new pric-
ing option that spans three 
years. A percentage of sales 
benefits student scholarships. 
Find out more details and take 
advantage of the discount 
today by visiting myplates.
com/go/uta.
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BETTY NEDDERMAN
Former UT Arlington first 
lady Betty Nedderman died 
Jan. 12 in Arlington. She 
was 89. A graduate of Texas 
Woman’s University, Mrs. 
Nedderman married longtime 
UTA President Wendell 
Nedderman in 1947. She was a 
member of the First Christian 
Church of Arlington since 1959 
and sang in the church choir 
for 25 years. She was named 
a UT Arlington Honorary 
Distinguished Alumna and 
remained active in campus 
organizations promoting 
education, fine arts, and 
athletics long after her 
husband’s retirement in 1992.

M. ROBERT MCFARLAND 
Influential legislator Robert 
McFarland died July 23 in 
Arlington. He was 73. Sen. 
McFarland earned a BBA 
degree from UT Arlington in 
1963. He served in the Texas 
House of Representatives 
from 1977-83 and the Texas 
Senate from 1983-91. One of 
the University’s staunchest 
legislative allies, he helped 
persuade the Select Com-
mittee on Higher Education 
to include UTA on its list of 
“emerging national universi-
ties” with research emphases 
in 1987. Following his political 
career, he was an attorney 
in Arlington for more than 
20 years and a state lobbyist 
for the city. He was named a 
UTA Distinguished Alumnus 
in 1984. 

In Memoriam
1940s
Amp W. Miller Jr. (’42 AA, 
Liberal Arts), 90, June 15 in 
Dallas. Mr. Miller served as 
director of the UT Arlington 
alumni board and was a mem-
ber of the Alumni Scholarship 
Committee. 

1960s 
Ronald Barry Carrigan (’67 
BA, Political Science), 70, Aug. 
30 in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Mr. Carrigan worked for 28 
years in management for the 
Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service. He found a second 
career as the financial direc-
tor of Peter White Library in 
Marquette, Mich. Joseph A. 
Stefan Jr. (’69 BBA, Business 
Administration), 77, May 30 in 
Charlotte, N.C. Mr. Stefan was 
sales manager at AAA Cooper 
Transportation in Charlotte 
before retiring in 2013. 

1970s
Everett Wayne Autrey (’73 
BS, Criminal Justice), 87, Aug. 
2 in Denton. Mr. Autrey start-
ed his 41-year career in law 
enforcement with the Texas 
Highway Patrol and was police 
chief in Weatherford for two 
years, police chief in Denton 
for 13 years, and police chief 
at Texas Woman’s University 
for 13 years. Gary Howard 
Burgess (’74 BS, Mathemat-
ics), 62, July 9 in Dallas. Dr. 
Burgess served on the fac-
ulty of the Emory University 
School of Medicine in Atlanta, 
Ga., before returning to Texas 
in 1998 to practice at Medical 
City Dallas, St. Paul Hospital, 
and Dallas Methodist Hospital. 
He specialized in pediatrics 
and neonatal medicine. Jean 
Louise Holderread (’74 BS, 
Medical Technology; ’92 MBA, 
Business Administration), 71, 
Aug. 23 in Fort Worth. Ms. 
Holderread was a lab techni-
cian at Arlington Memorial 
Hospital for almost 30 years 
and was lab director at Lake 
Pointe Emergency Services 
and Imaging Center in Wylie. 
Hollis Howard Dean (’76 
BBA, Business Administration), 
90, July 22 in Irving. Mr. Dean 

worked in the aerospace 
industry and was an admin-
istrator at Vought Aircraft. 
After retiring from Vought, he 
volunteered for many years at 
Baptist Benevolent Ministries 
of Irving. Diane Mauldin 
Fitch (’77 BA, English), 64, 
May 23 in Houston. Ms. Fitch 
was director of crude oil sales 
and marketing for Enserch 
Exploration in Hallettsville. 
James G. Lavender (’77 BS, 
Criminal Justice), 60, Aug. 16 
in Fort Worth. Mr. Lavender 
was a loan delivery man-
ager for Sunbelt Savings and 
worked in mortgage servic-
ing. He also played guitar in 
several bands in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area. Carolyn 
Ann Crier (’79 BS, Criminal 
Justice), 61, July 24 in Dallas. 
Ms. Crier combined a criminal 
justice career with periodic 
work in the Dallas restaurant 
industry and as a licensed 
real estate agent. She was a 
natural equestrian and rode in 
competitive events.

1980s
Daniel Felix Pickering (’81 
MBA, Business Administra-
tion), 70, June 1 in Dun-
canville. Mr. Pickering was 
chief operating officer of 
Club Marketing Services in 
Duncanville. He also served 
on the board of the Duncan-
ville Education Foundation. 
Shirley Ann Godbold (’82 
BBA, Accounting), 81, Aug. 15 
in Fort Worth. Ms. Godbold 
worked as an accountant 
for several years and taught 
English as a second language 
at Northwood University in 
Cedar Hill. Melva Jean Hunn 
(’83 BFA, Art), 89, June 5 in 
Denison. Ms. Hunn received 
her bachelor’s degree at age 
58. She was a homemaker and 
a member of the Georgetown 
Baptist Church in Pottsboro. 
Diane Kathleen Gude Klikus 
(’83 BA, Sociology), 54, June 9 
in Chesterton, Ind. Ms. Klikus 
was a guidance counselor at 
Morgan Township middle and 
high schools in Valparaiso, 
Ind. She also served as a drug 
counselor at Porter-Starke 

Services, where she conduct-
ed group therapy sessions. 
Terrance H. Borchard (’84 
MA, Linguistics), 71, Aug. 10 in 
Springfield, Ore. Dr. Borchard 
was a Lutheran missionary 
and Bible translator to the Ipili 
people in Papua New Guinea. 
He worked with speakers of 
the Ipili language to trans-
late the New Testament and 
parts of the Old Testament 
into their language. Debo-
rah Douglas Reilly (’84 BS, 
Mathematics), 52, July 20 in 
Chesapeake, Va. Ms. Reilly 
was a staff accountant with 
the health care company 
Amerigroup in Chesapeake. 
Previously she was a book-
keeper for Pearle Vision 
in Salisbury, Md. William 
S. Shelton (’85 BBA, Sys-
tems Analysis), 65, May 31 in 
Johnson City. Mr. Shelton was 
chief operating officer and 
president of the Arbella Ser-
vice Co., part of the Arbella 
Insurance Group, in Quincy, 
Mass., when he retired to his 
ranch in Johnson City in 2007.  
James Edward Doyle (’89 
BS, Mechanical Engineering), 
48, June 28 in Arlington. Mr. 
Doyle worked at Lockheed 
Martin for 14 years as a stress 
analyst on projects including 
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 
His Skybolt biplane earned 
him the Bronze Champion 
Lindy Trophy at the Experi-
mental Aircraft Association 
Air Venture Fly-in in 2010. 

1990s
Sandra Swaim Dennehy 
(’91 BS, Architecture), 60, 
Oct. 13 in Fort Worth. Ms. 
Dennehy and her husband, 
Paul, established Dennehy 
Architects in Fort Worth. The 
firm specializes in environ-
mental, civic, ecclesiastical, 
educational, and residential 
projects. She was president 
of the Berry Street Initiative 
for 17 years and helped revive 
the long-neglected southside 
Fort Worth corridor. Elaine 
Weide (’93 BA, English), 44, 
Aug. 22 in Fort Worth. Ms. 
Weide worked for the Fort 
Worth Public Library and was 

a volunteer for hospice, Meals 
on Wheels, and the library. 
Dennis Lee Pool (’95 BBA, 
Accounting), 56, July 17 in Fort 
Worth. In 1980 Mr. Pool began 
a long career in technical 
publications with General 
Dynamics, now Lockheed 
Martin. He helped launch a 
digital cataloging system that 
provided F-16 technical publi-
cation customers with digital 
books and interactive viewing. 
Deannelle Ann Sheppard 
(’97 MS, Social Work), 53, Aug. 
27 in Bartlesville, Okla. Ms. 
Sheppard was a licensed clini-
cal social worker at Youth and 
Family Services of Washington 
County and the Jane Phillips 
Medical Center in Bartlesville. 
Richard Donnell Culbert-
son (’99 PhD, Humanities), 
68, June 2 in Fort Worth. Dr. 
Culbertson worked as an at-
torney in the Texas Attorney 
General’s Office before teach-
ing history at Tarrant County 
College. 

2000s
Timothy Paul Sepulvado 
(’05 BA, History), 51, Aug. 12 
in Fort Worth. Mr. Sepulvado 
taught American and Texas 
history at private schools in 
Fort Worth. 

Faculty/Staff 
Noel Everard, 90, Sept. 13 in 
Arlington. Dr. Everard was a 
professor in the Department 
of Civil Engineering from its 
inception until his retirement 
in 1989. Bernice Franks, 81, 
Aug. 5 in Arlington. Ms. Franks 
retired in 1996 as senior 
administrative clerk in the 
Office of University Housing. 
She received the Outstand-
ing Employee Award in 1989. 
Homer Kerr, 92, in Arlington. 
A professor emeritus, Dr. Kerr 
taught American history at  
UT Arlington from 1957-89. 
Evelyn James “Eve” Mills, 
85, July 2 in Arlington. Ms. 
Mills retired after 25 years as 
an administrative assistant 
with the Office of News and 
Information. See more In 
Memoriam at uta.edu/uta-
magazine/in-memoriam.

SHAPE THE FUTURE.
CHANGE A LIFE.

UT Arlington boasts some of the nation’s brightest and hardest-
working students.  But many struggle to make ends meet. More than 75 percent of our 

students report being employed during the school year, with almost 20 percent working full time. Yet 

these high-achieving scholars consistently receive national recognition for academic excellence and find 

time to volunteer more than 400,000 hours in the community each year. Your annual gifts help our 

dedicated and talented students succeed academically, earn their degrees, and become accomplished 

professionals in their chosen fields. By contributing each year, you create a consistent stream of support 

that changes the lives of deserving Mavericks who will shape the future of our world.

Make a gift online today at uta.edu/giving or call the Office of Development at 817-272-2584.



Photos from the 1970 Reveille yearbook reflected the growing Greek 
community at UT Arlington. The caption for this one: “Ken Wells takes 
a shaving cream pie full in the mouth courtesy of the Delta Tau Delta-
sponsored pie toss at the Kappa Sigma Karnival.” Greek life arrived on 
campus in 1967, made possible when the University petitioned to join The 
University of Texas System, leaving the Texas A&M umbrella. The A&M 
System did not recognize Greek letter organizations then because offi-
cials believed that social fraternities and sororities would interfere with 

students’ identifying as Aggies. Social societies—with exotic names like 
Sans Souci, Les Choisies, Avolonte, Karuso Pteros, and Chi Chi Chi—had 
flourished on the Arlington campus dating to the 1920s. With the move to 
the UT System, those groups joined national organizations, bringing new 
fraternity and sorority chapters. Kappa Sigma was the first Greek group 
to charter in spring 1967. By 1970 the community had grown to seven so-
rorities, eight fraternities, and 14 honorary fraternities. For more about 
UTA Greek life past and present, see the story on p. 26.

Past Greek life at UT Arlington, 1970
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