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Dear Colleagues:

As we celebrate distinguished achievements together, I’m 

reminded of your enthusiasm, professionalism, and Maverick 

spirit, all of which make UT Arlington a first-class university. 

We share in the successes of this University because we all play 

personal and profound roles in realizing them. Your efforts 

have made a difference for our students and your colleagues.

Whether you’re being recognized for a service anniversary 

or as an Outstanding Maverick, you have long demonstrated 

your dedication and commitment. I’m pleased to congratulate 

you on your outstanding service—and to thank you for all 

you’ve done for UT Arlington. 

Sincerely,

Vistasp M. Karbhari
President

Message from the President
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Committed to Excellence
We owe a debt of gratitude for countless contributions made in service to the University.

50 YEARS
Abdolhossein Haji-Sheikh

45 YEARS
William Dillon
Luanne Frank 

Merlynd Nestell
Paul Paulus

40 YEARS
Bill Boswell Ruthie Brock

35 YEARS
Ava Chapman
Richard Cole 
Maureen Courtney
Mark Eakin

James Fleming
Thomas Hall
Tom Ingram
Michael Manry

Thomas Marshall
Robert Samson

30 YEARS
Paul Apponey
Siamak “Sia” Ardekani
Harvy Baker Jr.
Khosrow Behbehani
Anna Borjas
Carol Byrne
Debra Carter
Cheng-Jen Chuong
Mark Cichock

Sandra Elliott
Susan English
Doyle Hawkins Jr.
Jane Himarios
Catheleen Jordan
Tom Kloza
Jing Ling-Tam
David Mansholt
Madan Mehta

Carolyn Savko
Betty Scammell
Kevin Warner
Bob Weems
Alexander Weiss
Mary Whiteside
Cindy Wilder-Graves

Kamisetty Rao Allan Saxe

Jeffrey Tsay

Lynn Peterson
Roger Walker

20 YEARS
Ben Agger
Laura Alanis
Jim Baker
Myrtle Bell
Charles Biel
Joel Box
Steven Burdette
Darlene Campbell
Carolyn Cason
Flor Castaneda
Vicki Clark
Eunice Currie

Kelly Davis
Jose Gutierrez
Bito Irie
Ernest Johnson
Jeff Johnson
Deborah Jordan
Carolyn Lathan
Peter Lehmann
David Levine
David Maldonado
Jeffrey McGee
Ba Nguyen

Patti Parker
Teresita Sand
Mary Schira
Antoinette Sol 
Norman Spayd
Rene Tamez
Belinda Tarrant
Karen Twohey
Mary Vaccaro
Kimberly Van Noort
Jeraldine Washington
Robert Yarbrough

15 YEARS
Miguel Amaya
Donna Bacchus
Joy Baker
Richard Bergs
Joann Black
Tom Boeckers
E. Bragg
Sandra Brown
Estella Capella
Upendranatha Chakravarthy
Barbara Chiarello
Scott Coleman
D. Crain
Manfred Cuntz
Debra Dehn
Kisha Edgerson
Laura Emmons
Karolyn Field
Joe Fletcher
Tommi Freeman
Mike Garcia
Ralph Gibbs
Janet Gober
Gregory Hale
Desiree Henderson

Manuel Hernandez
Rafael Herrera
Andrew Hipple
Lynn Honea
Stanley Howard
Laureano Hoyos
Mei-Hwa Huang
Fajer Jaafari
Debbie Kirkley
Hristo Kojouharov
Peggy Kulesz
Donald Lange
Hoa Le
Jason Lee
Chaoqun Liu
Stephen Lunce II
Bethany McClean
Haley McMahon
Tina Menchey
Glenda Mitchell
Lisa Nagy
Dara Newton
Jaime Nisttahuz
Lori Norris
Julia Nowik

Gregorio Perez
Angela Perry
Son Phan
Swati Ray
Rosa Reese
Kerri Ressl
Thomas Rusher
Josephine Ryan
Melanie Sattler
Clyde Sifore
Sara Skiles-Dutoit
Pamela Smith
Jose Solis
Barry Spurlock
Donna Swarb
Liping Tang
Benny Townsend
Perri Turner
Diane Turner
James Warren
Elizabeth Webb
Andrea Wright
Gergely Zaruba

25 YEARS
Phyllis Adams 
Pranesh Aswath
Michele Bobadilla
Rick Bogard
Keith Burgess-Jackson
Sharon Carey
Chee-Ming Chew
Cindy Crissey
Michael Doran
Ramez Elmasri
Tracy Gardner

Joe Gilstrap
Pam Haws
Robby Heffner
L.C. Jennifer Ho
Joseph A. Ignagni
Robert Lee
Frank Lewis
Richard Lloyd
Donald Madison 
Susan Linden Nead
Amy Suzanne Osborn

Karl Petruso
Carlos Sanchez
John Sauerhage 
Pete Smith
Jianzhong Su
Charles Templeton
Dwayne Warren
Anita Wofford
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10 YEARS
Penny Acrey
Cynthia Allen
Tamara Andrews
Lisa Barnard
Kimberly Bell
Mishael Berger
Douglas Bergere
Karen Bittner
Beverly Black
Donald Blackburn
Carolynn Brown
Jason Bryant
Alan Cannon
Norma Canter
Erin Cavazos
Felicia Chamberlain
Victor Chang
Willie Choyce
Andrew Clark
Michael Cramer
Patricia Crisp
Adam Drew
Janis Dukes
Nancy England
Tracey Faulkinbury
Carl Franklin
Cynthia Gandy
Melissa George
Delania Gordon
Elizabeth Hannabas
Carolyn Hawkins

Sandra Henderson
Md Hossain
Adrainette Jones
Anthony Keeling
Patrick Kelly
Toni Kemp
Bahra Khalili Najafabadi
Daejong Kim
Jonathan King
Vivian Lail-Davis
Woo Lee
Carol Lieser
Yonghe Liu
Lisa London
John Macejak
Teresea Madden-Thompson
Sonia Mahoney
Mary Mancini
Leonel Martinez
Gladys Maryol
Melanie McGee
Victoria McWilliams
Karen Mullowney
David Myers
Arun Narayanasamy
Xuan Nguyen
Ronald Nidel
Autumn Partridge
Debbie Pennington
Mary Peoples
Jillian Petty

Wayne Pirtle
Dan Popa
Richard Raleigh
Melissa Richardson
Christina Riley
Cynthia Roman
Jay Rosenberger
Jennifer Roye
Soyla Santos
Kenneth Schroeder
Karen Selby
Jeongsik Shin
Kevin Sloan
Robert Smith
David Sowder
Robert Spoon
Belinda Tompkins
Gretchen Trkay
Cynthia Trowbridge
Thomas Tutt
Gary Ussery
Colleen Verdier
Thomas Vinson
Leslie Wagner
Cary Wilkerson
Kimetha Williams
Gilda Williams
Holly Woods
David Woody III
Weidong Zhou
Amber Zuckerman

25 Year Club Honorees

We pay special tribute to those who have served students, 

alumni, and the community for a quarter century.
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Sharon Carey joined UT Arlington as assistant director of recreational 
sports (now Campus Recreation), and moved up the ranks over the years to 
become director of special event facilities in 2007. She played a large role 
in the development of two recent UT Arlington landmarks: the Maverick 
Activities Center and College Park Center. “Texas and UT Arlington 
have become my home,” the Minnesota native says. “I have made so 

many lifelong friends here, and I’ve experienced professional growth and so many rewarding 
opportunities.” 

Chee-Ming Chew’s connection to UT Arlington began when he was a student. At the time, he 
also worked at Ransom Hall as a remote operator managing print jobs and helping users with 
basic programming and debugging. Now an IT system manager II in Network Services, he 
manages, implements, and troubleshoots various network devices. “I have seen UTA grow with 
new buildings and updated classrooms,” he says. “I have also witnessed UTA transform from 
the analog age to the digital age.” 

Cindy Crissey is an administrative assistant in the Department of 
Kinesiology. Previously, she worked in the Department of Communication 
as well as in Campus Recreation. Throughout her career, she has worked 
for four different department chairs. “I’ve experienced new adventures in 
the growth of the Department of Kinesiology in its transition from the 
College of Education to the College of Nursing and Health Innovation,” 

she says. “I’ve enjoyed working with so many different people and continuing to learn about 
the campus.”

Michael Doran, systems librarian, actually began his career with UT 
Arlington as a science library/bibliographer in the Science and Engineering 
Library. With the growth of the Internet in the ’90s, however, he decided 
to pursue a career in technology. After taking continuing education courses 
at UTA, he delved into Web design and programming for the library 
and eventually made a lateral move to his current position in 1998. “The 

opportunity to do many jobs within the library has meant I continually learn new things,” he 
says. “That has served to keep my enthusiasm high.” 

Phyllis Adams began her career with The University of Texas System at 
The University of Texas Houston Health Science Center. She joined the 
College of Nursing in 1995 and has since taught various courses as a full-
time faculty member. Currently she is the director of the Family Nurse 
Practitioner Program and chair of the Clinical Tract Promotion Committee. 
“The collegiality of the staff, faculty, and administration in the college and 

this University is unparalleled,” she says. “The opportunity to share my nursing and nurse 
practitioner knowledge and skills with my students is golden.” 

Pranesh Aswath, associate dean in the College of Engineering, is a 
professor in materials science and engineering as well as mechanical and 
aerospace engineering. From 2008-2013, he was also associate chair in 
materials science and engineering. He has amassed a number of awards and 
recognition over the years. Most recently, he received the Doctoral Student 
Mentoring Award from the Office of Graduate Studies. “UT Arlington 

has offered me an opportunity to contribute toward the mission of education and research,” 
he says. “It has also given me the opportunity to conduct research and make an impact on my 
chosen field.” 

Michele Bobadilla, a Dallas native, is senior associate vice president for 
outreach services and community engagement and assistant provost for 
Hispanic student success. She has served on the boards of more than 35 
organizations in North Texas and more than 50 committees addressing the 
needs of the community at large. Bobadilla has received numerous honors 
throughout her career. Recent recognition includes appointment to the 

Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute’s Advisory Council, an Each Moment Matters honor 
from The Presbyterian Foundation and Community Services, the Dallas Regional Chamber’s 
Blueprint Award, and many more.

Rick Bogard, professor in the Department of Music, has also served as 
chair and associate chair of the department. While he counts his colleagues, 
students, and the University’s location as among the best parts of working 
here, he has found the success of his students to be most gratifying. “I’m 
proud to have so many former students who are happy and successful in 
their careers,” he says. “I’m glad to be going strong after 25 years.”

25 Year Club Honorees



25 Year Club Honorees
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Joseph A. Ignagni, a professor in the Department of Political Science, also 
served as associate dean for academic affairs in the College of Liberal Arts 
for three years and associate chair in the Department of Political Science for 
18 years. A member of the Academy of Distinguished Teachers, he has also 
won the Chancellor’s Award and the Gertrude Golliday Award. “It has been 
a thrilling and rewarding career,” he says. “The people I have worked with 

at UTA have been wonderful, and I still feel passionate about my field and the importance of 
education.” 

Richard Lloyd joined UT Arlington as a painter, but was quickly promoted 
to painter supervisor. He has seen many changes in his area, from the 
transition of the sign shop to the paint shop, where one position grew 
to three and responsibilities of the shop expanded to include all interior, 
exterior, traffic, and parking signage. While there are many reasons he’s 
stayed with the University, he says his coworkers are the biggest benefit.

 
Donald Madison is construction project coordinator, and he’s spent the 
last 25 years supervising work done by outside contractors for all campus 
hardscape and building roofs. “I’ve stayed all these years because I like the 
work,” he says. “Most of all, I like the people I work with.” 

Susan Linden Nead, a lecturer in the Department of Communication, 
began her career at UT Arlington as a part-time adjunct. While she has 
collected many career highlights over the years, a consistent favorite is her 
Group Communication Principles class that began in 1999. Students in 
the class combine the pedagogy of successful group communication and 
behavior to provide assistance to many charity and nonprofit organizations. 

“UTA has spoiled me as far as my expectations for what a true higher academic environment 
should be,” she says. “The diversity of the student body is stimulating, my colleagues are 
supportive, and leadership in this department is excellent.” 

Ramez Elmasri has been with the Computer Science and Engineering 
Department from the beginning, first as an associate professor. Today, he’s 
a full professor and the department’s associate chair. He has garnered a 
number of awards over the years and has served on numerous University 
committees. For three years, he worked with designers and architects of the 
Engineering Research Building to represent his department’s faculty and 

convey departmental requirements for laboratories and offices. Dr. Elmasri also wrote a textbook, 
Fundamentals of Database Systems, which is now in its seventh edition. “I’ve enjoyed interacting 
with the wonderful students, faculty, staff, and administrators at UTA,” he says. “I’m happy with 
my work here and like living in the Metroplex.” 

Tracy Gardner, a claims analyst in Environmental Health and Safety, has 
worked in a variety of positions over the years, beginning with a full-time 
stint doing accounts payable at the University Center. Four years later, she 
handled records as a human resources tech. In 1996, she moved to part time 
and started working in the only job-share position on campus. She moved 
to her current position in 2001. “UT Arlington is a great place to work,” she 

says. “I really enjoy what I do.” 

Pam Haws began her career at UT Arlington as a graduate teaching assistant. 
After she graduated with her doctorate in 1983, she taught as an adjunct 
professor intermittently until she returned to work full time as associate 
director of the newly formed Office of Institutional Research in 1994. She 
was promoted to director in 2000 and later became associate vice president. 
While she retired from her full-time position in 2013, she still works part 

time as special assistant to the provost. “I love the work of institutional research, planning, and 
assessment,” she says. “And I enjoy working in an environment where the mission is to help 
students improve their lives.” 

L.C. Jennifer Ho, professor and interim chair for the Department of 
Accounting, has primarily taught cost and managerial accounting in the 
undergraduate, graduate, and executive business programs. She has also 
taught research seminars for accounting doctoral students and served on the 
course work supervisory committees of more than 20 Ph.D. students. “My 
favorite thing about working at UTA is definitely the cultural diversity of 

the campus,” she says. “In teaching and interacting with students and colleagues of all different 
backgrounds, I have had so many valuable experiences in learning about other cultures.” 
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Pete Smith, vice provost for digital teaching and learning, founded 
the University’sCenter for Distance Education and, most recently, the 
Learning Innovation and Networked Knowledge lab. He also teaches in 
the localization and translation technology track in the Department of 
Modern Languages. “I was initially attracted to UTA for its reputation and 
friendliness,” he says. “It has an ability to be nationally recognized while still 

maintaining a campus that is as friendly and collaborative as any I have spent time on.” 

Jianzhong Su, professor and chair of the Department of Mathematics, 
received the College of Science research award in 2011 and the University’s 
outstanding graduate advisor that same year. In 2013, he was proud to see 
the department receive the American Mathematical Society Award for an 
exemplary program or achievement in a mathematics department. “UTA 
has a strong academic and research environment,” he says. “Both the 

Mathematics Department and the University have grown tremendously since I began here.” 

Dwayne Warren has worked in many roles for the library, including positions in acquisitions, 
InterLibrary loan, and circulation. He’s currently mail services supervisor. “I have always liked 
working in a library environment,” he says. “I love books, so it’s definitely ideal for me.” 

Anita Wofford’s career at UT Arlington began in the Human Performance 
Institute. She’s also worked in electrical engineering, information systems 
and management sciences, music, and architecture. Today, she’s an 
administrative assistant in University Recruitment. “UT Arlington is the 
first place I applied when I moved to Arlington,” she says. “I’ve stayed all 
these years because I enjoy the work and the people I get to work with.” 

Amy Suzanne Osborn, executive assistant to the dean in the College 
of Science, has worked at the University in many capacities since she 
began her career here. She started in the Department of Psychology and 
later transitioned into intercollegiate athletics and the Office of the Vice 
President for Student Enrollment Services. While working full time, 
she also managed to earn her both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

“UT Arlington is like a second family to me,” she says. “Also, being around students is very 
rewarding—knowing I’m a small part of their success here makes it worthwhile.” 

Karl Petruso has been dean of the Honors College since 2008. His career 
with UT Arlington actually began in the College of Liberal Arts, where he 
was associate dean and professor of anthropology. He later became associate 
vice president for research and graduate studies, then transitioned to the 
Honors College as associate dean in 2002. A major milestone in his history 
with the University was establishing the first American archaeological 

excavation of Albania and co-directing the project with the Albanian Institute of Archaeology. 
He also established the annual Honors College study abroad program. “I have always admired 
this institution and its mission,” he says. “It is a terrific place to work.” 

John Sauerhage is the head track and field coach. Through his leadership, 
the Mavericks have won 25 conference championships among the indoor, 
outdoor, and cross country teams. His 2013-2014 men’s squad won all 
three titles in UTA’s inaugural year in the Sun Belt Conference. Sauerhage 
has received many awards throughout his career, including Sun Belt Coach 
of the Year. “I bleed blue and have enjoyed every minute of my time here at 

UTA,” he says. “My favorite thing is coaching the student athletes and being around the sport 
I love.” 



25 Year Club Honorees
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Sanchez TempletonLewis

Others receiving the 25-year award:

Keith Burgess-Jackson, associate professor

Joe Gilstrap, IT manager

Robby Heffner, IT technician

Robert Lee, groundskeeper

Frank Lewis, professor

Carlos Sanchez, groundskeeper

Charles Templeton, IT manager

Outstanding Maverick Awards

This evening, we also honor the Mavericks who continue to 

make a difference in our community through unparalleled 

service and tireless dedication to the University.

CATEGORIES
Administrative Support
Administrative and Professional
Professional, Para-Professional, and Technical
Service Maintenance
Team

SELECTION COMMITTEE
Eunice Currie
Connie James
Jeff Johnson
Paul Kelly
Durl Rather
Sam Stigall
Ken Thomasson
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John Seth Morrison, detective, is an extremely valuable asset to the  
UT Arlington Police Department and the University community. During 
the past year, the department received a grant for a violent crimes against 
women investigator position, and Morrison filled the role seamlessly. His 
ability to work with female crime victims and help them through very 
difficult times is invaluable. He has an innate desire to take whatever steps 

are necessary to help a victim take control of her life.

Dean Peterson, sergeant, consistently works to provide the highest quality 
service to the University community, visitors, and external partners through 
his attention to detail and his ability to communicate with diverse groups. 
He has worked toward greater exposure of the Police Department’s crime 
prevention programs, and through his leadership, the Rape Aggression 
Defense program was presented more times per semester in 2014 than in 

any past year. The National Night Out program event was the largest of its kind at UTA and 
involved approximately 500 participants.

Laura Penuel, an administrative assistant in the Office of the Provost, is 
an open and accessible diversity ambassador on campus for our students, 
faculty, and staff. She willingly provides direction and instruction on a daily 
basis to anyone in need and does so without a second thought to whatever 
perceived barriers may exist on either side. The State Employee Charitable 
Campaign representative for the Provost’s Office, she goes above and 

beyond the call of duty by making goodies for others to purchase, with proceeds going to the 
campaign. As a member of the Junior League of Arlington (JLA), she actively seeks out ways for 
the JLA to get involved with UT Arlington during any and all of their collaborations. 

Pamela Wheaton, administrative assistant in the College of Business, is 
instrumental in connecting with all alumni, participants, and speakers for 
the annual free CPE day offered by the Department of Accounting. The 
event has grown tremendously throughout the years, and much of the 
success can be attributed to her hard work. A great ambassador for the 
University, she is always willing to share her knowledge with administrative 

staff throughout the college.

Jason Bryant, a maintenance technician for the Office of Facilities 
Management, is known for his pleasant demeanor and positive attitude. 
He’s also an excellent communicator who is more than willing to meet the 
needs of anyone requesting his help. On a recent project, he was able to 
save the University more than $75,000 in costs by rebuilding water road lab 
equipment that otherwise would have needed to be replaced.

Stephanie Edgett, assistant conference coordinator for the University 
Center, celebrates the diverse characteristics in all people. A team player 
with an unfailingly positive attitude, she contributes to the overall strength 
of the University’s diverse culture. She currently serves as chair of the Staff 
Advisory Council, and through her leadership she encourages the council 
to strive for excellence. In everything she does, she goes the extra mile when 

it comes to delivering the best customer service. Her excitement for the University draws in 
people who might not otherwise get involved.

Janie Harris is an executive assistant in Academic Analytics and 
Operations. She applies excellent customer service in her work with 
students and prospective students, handling issues with grace, good humor, 
and knowledge until the problem is resolved. With her positive attitude, 
helpful nature, and knowledge of UT Arlington, she is a great ambassador 
for the University.

Ubaldo Hinojos is carpenter leader for the Office of Facilities 
Management. He’s always willing to go the extra mile to help staff with 
problems in their departments, even if it means staying after hours to fix 
things. Sustainability is important to him, and he always examines new 
products to ensure they are environmentally friendly. A proud member of 
the Maverick community, he always volunteers to help set up at the area art 

festivals when UTA needs a hand.

Outstanding Maverick Awards
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“If I have been of service,

if I have glimpsed more

of the nature and essence

of ultimate good, 

if I am inspired

to reach wider horizons

of thought and action,

if I am at peace with myself,

it has been a successful day.”

–Alex Noble, Author

TEAM AWARD

Library: Lea Akins, Debbie Carter, Michael Doran, Ava Nell Harris, Fen Lu, Swati Ray, 
Julie Swink, and Peter Zhang

The team has successfully implemented two new book acquisition programs driven by UTA 
users’ needs. Based on the National Information Standards Organization’s best practices, the 
team instituted demand-driven acquisitions (DDA) for both print and electronic books to 
increase return on investment and meet users’ needs in-time. The electronic DDA program was 
inaugurated in February 2014; print DDA was instilled in October 2014. From February 2013 
to August 2013, $158,659.36 was spent on approval books and 18.09 percent of them had at 
least one charge as of September 8, 2014. In the same period for 2014, $9,425.14 was spent on 
the e-book DDA program, and 100 percent of the books were used.

Akins Doran Lu

Ray Zhang

Outstanding Maverick Awards

Harris

Not pictured:
Debbie Carter
Julie Swink
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