
 
 
 
 

 
The basis for scientific inquiry 

 
 

   � OBSERVATION 
   Question 

     
   � HYPOTHESIS 
   Possible answer 

      
   �   EXPERIMENT 
   Testing possible answer 
   Variables 
   Controls 

      
   � CONCLUSION  (THEORY)  
      Validity of the possible answer 
 ~An explanation of natural phenomena  
      
   � LAW  

Only in the exact sciences      
 ~A descriptive generalization of  
 natural phenomena 

 


